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Just open the door, please, and I’l l 
provide the turkey for dinner... 
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2016 BCOA OFFICERS 
 
President 
Bryan Gregory 
509-730-5801 
BryanG@jumoke.com 
 
 

Vice President 
LeeBeth Cranmer 
610-929-5419 
cranmerlb@gmail.com 
 
 

Secretary 
Janet Ketz 
815-325-5908 
jlketz@aol.com 
 
 

Treasurer 
Laura Mae Hesse 
608-692-0414 
treasurer@basenji.org 

2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Jon Curby 
573-424-8691 
jcurby@offa.org  
 
Karen Hutchison 
717-468-6194 
karenskarnak@aol.com  

Jackie Jones 
503-728-9413 
dragnquest@hughes.net  
 
Suzanne La Croix 
248-437-4106 
lacroix@animalink.com  

Andrew Sawler 
413-209-9029 
Andrewsawler7@gmail.com  
 
Denise Vertrees 
502-439-9519 
Bridenbasenjis@juno.com  

Mike Work 
h 802-524-0140 
c 615-579-8875 
michael.d.work@aol.com

 
 
************************************************************************************** 

NEW MEMBER APPLICANTS 
 
Terray Boomir     Roy Gladson and Jeff Scherer 
4335 104th St.  RR3     113 Kathland Ave. 
Delta, BC V4K 3N3     Thomasville, NC  27360 
Canada      336-313-6555 
604-596-9509     roygladson@gmail.com 
terrarust@telus.net     Kyle Cabral, Connie Camp 
Pam Geoffroy, Susan Ledbury  
************************************************************************************** 
 
BCOA BOARD BALLOTS 

 
BALLOT 2016- APPROVED    
SUBJECT: New Members  
Effective:  November 8, 2016 
Circulated in accordance with the BCOA 
By-Laws. 
The following persons have applied for 
new membership in BCOA, and their 
names, along with a call for comments, 
were published in the October 2016 
Bulletin Board Newsletter. No comments 
have been received.  Please indicate your 
vote on electing them to membership in 
BCOA.  
Laurie & Greg LaRock [CA]; Jan Scheffler 
[AZ]; Theresa & Alyx Tuttle [AZ]. 
Approve: Cranmer, Curby, Hutchison, 
Jones, Ketz, La Croix, Vertrees, Work 
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Subscription information 
The Bulletin Board Newsletter is published in conjunction 
with membership in the Basenji Club of America, Inc. 
Dues are $25 for single members; $35 for family 
memberships. All applications for membership require 
the signature of two BCOA  members in good standing. 
Send membership inquiries to Janet Ketz, 34025 West 
River Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481. Phone 815-325-5908.   
E-mail jlketz@aol.com 
 
Dates of Publication 
 Monthly, around the 20th 
 
Send submissions by the 1st of the month 
to: 
Chris Maxka 
Bulletin Board Editor 
basenjipups@gmail.com 
 
Use of material 
Written material in this newsletter may be reprinted for 
nonprofit use provided credit is given to the author and 
the BCOA Bulletin Board; however, articles, 
photographs, cartoons and original artwork bearing the 
copyright symbol (©) may only be reprinted with 
author/photographer/artist’s written permission. In 
accordance with the Bylaws any member in good 
standing may send comments on applicants for 
membership to the BCOA Secretary within a period of 
fourteen days following the date of the newsletter 
publication. Comments will be sent to these person(s) for 
reply, and all comments and replies will then be sent to 
the Board. * Indicates a junior membership. Please 
consider the date of publication of this newsletter to be  
Nov 15, 2016  
 
Submitting expenses to BCOA Treasurer: 
Per BCOA Ballot 2004–48, published in January 2005 
Bulletin Board:  
“BCOA members incurring expenses covering BCOA 
budgeted items during the fiscal year shall submit 
invoices to the Treasurer on or before March 1st of the 
next year to be eligible for reimbursement.  Expenditures 
incurred by members that are not covered by the Budget 
shall require Board approval. These bills shall be 
submitted to the Treasurer on or before February 1st of 
the next year.  Committee Chairs shall be responsible for 
notifying committee members to submit receipts for 
expenses within this time frame.”  “The link to the 

reimbursement form is on the Members page on 
Basenji.org.”    
Send address & email changes to 
Laura Mae Hesse 
Treasurer@basenji.org 
 
BCOA Bulletin 
To place ads or submit articles for the BCOA Bulletin, 
contact  Mary Ellen Chaffin at 
BCOABulletin@gmail.com 
 
Sunshine Committee 
To ask the BCOA to send a card regarding an ILLNESS,  
BIRTH, MARRIAGE or DEATH of a member or a 
member’s immediate family, notify Linda Stillwell at 
lurcorsr@sbcglobal.net or 580-251-0930 
 
National Specialty Calendar 
All dates & Judges pending AKC approval 
 
2017 – September 9-15 – Gray Summit, MO 
Purina Farms.   
Show Chair: Wanda Pooley, ,	albasenji@rockriver.ne 
Asst Chair: Lisa Marshall:  lisam1918@gmail.com 
Judge: Regular classes -- Laura Pond 
Sweepstakes – Cecily Rappe 
 
2018 – Oct 15-21  -  Frankenmuth, MI 
Show Chair: Suzanne La Croix, lacroix@animalink.com 
Judge:  Regular classes - Lisa Warren 
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2017 Officer and Board of Director Resumes 
  
PRESIDENT:  Bryan Gregory [WA]  
Since our family pet, Lady, over 40 years ago, Basenjis have been my passion. Laurie and I have 
bred 50 or so bench champions and numerous lure coursing champions. We are active in 
conformation, lure coursing, rally, agility, obedience and have interest in nose work, racing, and barn 
hunts. Currently we have eight basenjis, with a breeding interest in several others, all under the 
kennel name of Jumoke. Our breeding program includes various lineages, including our African, 
which started with a puppy we brought home from the Democratic Republic of the Congo in 2010.  
Professionally, I am a residential planner educated as an architect.  I successfully manage all aspects 
of large development projects and business investments including commercial warehouses, 
homeowners’ associations, and redevelopment projects. I manage with a hands-on approach with 
skills in CAD, computers, municipal actions, and legal actions, and I wield a chainsaw on the 
weekends. I am comfortable installing a commercial electrical service, plumbing a house, and building 
cabinets and furniture. Our current personal project is the renovation of our 1920 farmhouse.  My 
passion for the breed has led to many years’ experience working as a local club member, in 
capacities from president to committee chair, and I have served on the BCOA board. My friends and 
colleagues say I am a nice guy with an even temperament.  I look forward to serving the BCOA as 
president and bringing all my skills to the task. 
 
VICE PRESIDENT:  LeeBeth Cranmer [PA] 
Basenjis entered my life in January 1994 when I brought home my first pet Basenji Phoenix. In 1995 
her half- brother Maxi arrived and introduced me to conformation dog shows. I joined the Mid-Atlantic 
Basenji Club when "Mad Max" started showing. I've served on the Board of my local kennel club and 
MABC. I've been MABC President since 2008 during which time I've been honored to lead a club 
whose members' Basenjis range from much-loved couch-potato pets and rescues to show dogs who 
compete in companion events, performance events, conformation events and barn hunting. I have 
fostered, screened and placed rescues; shown in conformation; run dogs in lure coursing; flunked out 
of Agility class with Maxi; competed in barn hunting; chaired the 2012 National and been show chair 
for the 2015 National; and I write about Basenjis in many venues. A passion of mine is public 
education about Basenjis. I have participated in public outreach with a team of volunteers at the 
Canine Learning Experience for almost 20 years; helped represent the BCOA at its "Meet the Breed 
Booth" in NYC in 2009; worked with other MABC members to run a booth at the Berks County Kennel 
Club's "All About Dog Days" for the past 4 years and have been interviewed on BCTV several times 
about Basenjis. My goal is to continue to build consensus and listen to the opinions of members with 
different perspectives.  
 
SECRETARY:  Janet Ketz [IL] 
My husband and I have 2 basenjis, a Ch. boy and a “BRAT” girl.  We are all senior citizens. We are 
retired and spend a lot of time traveling the country. I’m a BCOSW and GCBC member, currently 
active in events and activities with both clubs.  I’ve worked on many of our National Specialty shows, 
doing whatever is needed.  I have been the BCOA secretary since 2010 and enjoy the work and 
corresponding with members. I am also a BRAT volunteer working on Fanconi testing.  As BCOA 
Secretary, I learn and upgrade my skills each year so I can continue to meet the needs of our club.  I 
try to be available to those seeking information and to help with all things BCOA and/or basenji.  I 
don’t have all the answers but thanks to the support and knowledge of the entire basenji family, 
answers and information on a wide range of topics are available to us all.  I enjoy learning new skills 
and using and sharing them where I can. I am grateful to the membership for allowing me to serve the 
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club and the breed.  I enjoy working for BCOA and I would be happy and honored to serve as 
Secretary in 2017.  
 
TREASURER:  Laura Hesse [WI] 
My credentials: 
Basenjis:  I have had basenjis since 1969 (and my family had them before that).  I have shown my 
dogs to both obedience and conformation titles, and remain active in conformation competition 
(entirely owner-handled).  I breed a litter or two a year.  At the moment, I have 10 basenjis aged from 
9 months to 14 years:  2 elderly quarter-recent-African-imports, 6 AKC conformation champions, 1 
puppy well on the way towards his AKC conformation championship, 1 puppy waiting for his chance.  
My dogs sleep in my bed, romp in my yards, and love to go hiking. 
Club activities:  BCOA treasurer 6 years, 2005-2009 and 2016.  Treasurer for the BCOA National 
Specialties hosted by the Basenji Club of Southeastern Wisconsin in 1996, 2000, 2004, 2011, 2017.  
Treasurer for our local all-breed club, Badger Kennel Club (Madison, WI), for four years.  Recently 
completed a second three-year term on the Board of Directors for Badger Kennel Club.   
Profession:  I am now retired from my job as a computer programmer/analyst at the University of 
Wisconsin - Madison, but my roots are in bookkeeping.  I have kept books by hand and by computer 
and converted systems from manual to computerized accounting, including the BCOA’s bookkeeping 
system.  I am very familiar with balance sheets, profit and loss statements, and general ledgers. 
Education:  MA in Russian … well, maybe we can recruit some Russian members. 
I resigned from the BCOA treasurer position as of 2010 due to health issues which are now under 
control, so I am ready to undertake this job again.  I am honored by the nomination, and will do 
everything in my power to justify your confidence in me. Thank You. 
 
 
BOARD MEMBERS: 
  
Jon Curby [MO] 
My history with the BCOA includes serving as President for five years, AKC delegate since 1996, 
initiating the creation of the Basenji Health Endowment, helping to create the DNA repository for 
Basenjis and Canine Phenome Project at the University of Missouri.  Minor involvements include 
writing the first National Specialty guidelines, computerizing the BCOA roster and membership 
database. Professionally, I am the IT manager for the OFA.   
Personal involvement with the breed includes breeding over seventy title holders and, most satisfying, 
traveling to the Congo four times to visit the Azande people and their basenjis.  These trips have 
given me more determination to do whatever necessary to preserve this magnificent breed both here 
and in Africa. Outside Africa, basenjis depend on people like the members of the BCOA to protect 
them from those who would manipulate them to be something they are not.  My belief is that we, of all 
people, are obligated to present to the public the reality of living with basenjis and to do whatever we 
can to not introduce or perpetuate genetic health issues in the breed.  The BCOA is the best tool we 
have to accomplish these goals and my somewhat unique perspective on origins and history of the 
basenji give me the insight required to contribute to those goals as a member of the BCOA board of 
directors. 
 
Karen J. Hutchison [PA] 
I have been involved with Basenjis since 1992.  The search for a Basenji began in 1985 after 
discovering this fascinating breed of dog.  After seven years of research and carefully waiting until the 
time was right to bring a dog into the family, the first puppy girl made her mark on our hearts.  I 
immediately began participating in AKC and other organized dog events.  I have breeder-owner 
handled 35 plus dogs to their AKC conformation titles with limited breeding and co-bred others that 
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went on to receive their AKC title(s) with their own families.  I take great strides not only to breed and 
produce a better Basenji in the ring, but also celebrate the Basenji that has found an unconditionally 
loving family.  The most important things we can do as protectors of the breed is to promote limited, 
educated breeding practices, finding great homes for the puppies, mentoring new owners, and 
providing a life-time of support for those puppies and their families.  Along the way I have made a 
point to mentor and educate many newcomers to the breed and the sport of dog shows. I have been 
a long-term member of the Mid-Atlantic Basenji Club of which I have served as a board of director, 
newsletter editor and secretary. I currently act as the MABC liaison to the BCOA. I served as a BCOA 
Board of Director since 2014 as well as co-chair/chair of BCOA Social Media Committee and as a 
member of the 2016 BCOA Public Education Committee. Professionally, I have a BS in Education, a 
Certificate in Social Media & Marketing and working on a Certificate in Digital Photography. I am 
currently the Library Director at a private art college.   
	
Suzanne La Croix [MI] 
As a member of BCOA since 1994, I enjoy breeding, training, and handling basenjis in conformation, 
performance events, and non-traditional venues.  My fascination with this “behaviorally interesting” 
breed has led me along a merry path indeed.  I have served on the BCOA board since 2014 and 
enjoy working for members’ interests as we move our club into 21st century best practices,  My 
particular board interests include improving club communications, modernizing club publications, and 
developing volunteer appreciation and retention strategies.   I have co-chaired the BCOA 
Performance Events committee since its inception in 2001 and am thrilled with the number of basenjis 
that are attaining high level Versatile Basenji Program awards.  A Michigan native, I can’t wait to 
share my home state with fellow members at the 2018 BCOA Nationals; I am the event chair and look 
forward to hosting you in Frankenmuth, MI.  In my professional life, I have been fortunate to serve as 
the President/Executive Director of a non-profit agency supporting visiting animal programs in 
multiple hospital systems in Michigan, to complete a Ph.D. at Michigan State University researching 
behavioral, morphological, and functional development in coyotes, and to found a private practice as 
an Ethologist and Applied Animal Behaviorist.  I would be honored to continue serving as a director 
for the BCOA members.  
 
Patricia Marshall [TX] 
I have been involved with basenjis since 1968.  Starting in Obedience then into Conformation.  In this 
time have finished approximately 30 Champions.  Several on Brood Bitch and Stud Dog Honor Roll.  I 
have been a member of BCOA member 20 + years.  Served as trophy chair for 2014 Nationals.  I 
also belong to my local (Beaumont) kennel club for 25+ years and have served on all committees.  
Judged Sweepstakes in Dallas, Tulsa, Chicago and Wisconsin which I really enjoyed the 
assignments.  This year I am excited to be elected to judge Sweepstakes at the 2016 BCOA National. 
Before retiring in 2011 had previously worked in the medical field as a Certified Medical Assistant with 
a private physician for 21 years then went to work for Texas Department of Corrections for 20 years 
working in the medical lab.  There I collected patients for routine lab, DNA collection etc.  
If elected I will evaluate each situation with an open mind and select accordingly.   
 
Barbara Reisinger  [WA] 
I became a BCOA member shortly after Disa, our first Basenji, an open-capped tri, joined our 
household.  Not long after, our second Basenji, Spyros, became another stalwart member of our 
home.  My husband and I came to the breed after much research and deliberation, falling in love with 
their independent, inquisitive nature, and especially with the goals of the African Stock Project.  
I have served as the BCOA Bulletin content editor since 2015, taking great joy in meeting and 
working with the extensive number of people that the position has afforded.  I am also a member of 
Evergreen Basenji Club, where I am the chair of the membership committee, and Seattle Kennel 
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Club, where I am the recording secretary and chair the breed/education booths for our annual 
show.  In addition, I have been deeply involved in the sport of flyball as a participant and trainer since 
2001, during which time I’ve had the honor of leading hundreds of handler/dog teams to have fun and 
success in the sport.  Outside of the canine world, I have served on multiple boards for various 
horticultural organizations, and I am a coach, mentor, and participant of the Team Challenge program 
for the Crohn's and Colitis Foundation of America.  If elected as a Board member, I will bring my 
passion for the breed and my fresh perspective to support the growth and best interests of the Club. 
 
Stella Sapios [CA] 
I have been a successful businesswoman owning my own beauty salon for 40 years. This has 
allowed me the freedom to participate in the sport of dogs since the 80’s when I became a BCOA 
member. I have also been a member of the Basenji Club of Southern California, Santa Barbara 
Kennel Club and am presently a member of the South Coast Basenji Fanciers. I got my first basenji in 
1983 and my first conformation champion (CH Kazor’s Force Field) in 1985 from Carol Webb who 
became, and still is, my mentor and friend. I bred the first of many litters in1986. While I primarily 
have involved myself in conformation and have produced many Champions to date, some of my dogs 
living in other homes have been involved in Obedience, Racing, Coursing and most recently Barn 
Hunt. I’m always available to anybody that has a question or interest in the breed. I feel it is essential 
to get new people involved. My main focus when having a litter, aside from attempting to improve the 
breed, has always been to find the best forever homes for this breed I so love. I also feel strongly 
about working with and supporting our rescues and helping re-home dogs whenever possible. How 
special it has been to be involved in our breed during a time when we have witnessed such important 
health breakthroughs that make our breed stronger and healthier together with the excitement of the 
importations of new African stock. I would be honored to be on the board of BCOA! 
 
Michael D. Work [VT] 
My involvement with Basenjis goes back fifty years.  In 1966 my parents gave me a Basenji puppy as 
a gift. “Flame”, Ch. Makila Motane Moke, became the Top Producing Basenji bitch of all time, and 
helped to spark my lifelong passion for the breed. Flame’s record stood for thirty-one years. I have 
been an active member of the Basenji Club of America. Over the years I have served as Vice-
President and as a Board Member of the BCOA. I have made three trips to the Democratic Republic 
of Congo in 1987, 2006 and 2011 with Jon Curby and others, to bring back foundation stock. I have 

been a member of the Native Stock committee 
and helped to re-open the AKC stud book for 
basenjis imported from Africa.  I have judged 
Regulars classes, Sweepstakes, African Stock 
Exhibition, Junior Showmanship and the Top 
Twenty at BCOA National Specialties. I was 
fortunate to have wonderful mentors when I 
started and I have tried to emulate them and 
share what I have learned over the years with 
newcomers to the breed.  It is important for 
experienced people, active in the Basenji 
community, to give their time and energies to the 
BCOA.  I think at this point in the Club’s history, 
the views and perspective of people with broad 
experience in the breed can make a difference. I 
am independent. I will vote my conscience for 
what is best for basenjis and the Basenji Club of 
America 
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Oh Those Oldies! 

Do you all remember "Basenjis Gone Bad"? Well now we would like to celebrate our "mature, more 
sophisticated" basenji family members.  As part of the 2017 BCOA National Specialty, we will be 
offering an 18-month calendar, September 2017 - December 2018, featuring our seniors. 
 
We are looking for photos of grey-faced basenjis who refuse to grow up.  Not necessarily being 
naughty but more than just a sofa bum. Images need to be high resolution (at least 300 dpi) and 
preferably no smaller than 8x10. 
 
Please email images and/or questions to: OhThoseOldies@gmail.com.  
 
The deadline for photos is March 31, 2017 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

More fall color, Colorado aspen-style 


