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Tootsie at 8 weeks old.

Bred by Sue Kite and Beth Redo-Rahm
Owned by Sue Kite and Jeff rey Gillespie

Who doesn’t know the name Tootsie???  Tootsie had a wonderful show career – 
winning Regional Specialties, 2 American Nationals, BIS New Jersey breeders 
show, Canadian National (same year as national in 2003), BOS at Westminster 
KC twice (once with 9 wk old pups at home).  She had many Group and group 
placement wins, as well as 3 BIS wins in Canada.  She was the brood bitch 
winner at the BCOA National several times.  She never ceased to dazzle the 
judges and spectators with her beautiful, fl oating movement and fabulous 
temperament.  If she saw a lap to sit on, she took it – it didn’t matt er if it was 
in the groups and they were judges.    Tootsie left  us at 16 l/2 and will always 
remain in our hearts.   

Not only was she spectacular in the ring, she was also incredible in the whelping 
box and bred to diff erent sires.

She was bred 3 times to Ch. Penda Taji’s Tri-Umphant One JC, once to Ch. 
Kazor Baysenji Yuara Natural, once to Ch. CQuest Just Push Play, and once to 
Ch. Klassic’s Call Me Sir.   Th ey produced 26 champions and she was the Top 
Basenji Brood Bitch.  

Tootsie’s get is as follows in the order they fi nished:

1. BISS Ch. Taji’s Klassic Beauty – #1 bitch in 2005, AOM and Best Veteran at national
2. Am/Int. UKC Ch. Klassic’s Hot Ticket to Berimo – WB 2004 national at 9 mos. Old.
3. Am/Eng. MBISS/MBIS Klassic’s Million Dollar Baby at Tokaji – Millie has broken every record 

in the UK, won Cruft s best of breed 5 times, Top Basenji, Top Hound and 2 times Top Brood 
bitch all breeds.

4. DC Taji’s Klassic Architecture SC SDHR – Finished at 8 mos of age at the EBC specialty, 
WWWHA grand sweep winner of over 100 hounds.

5. Ch. Klassic’s Hot to Trot to Naharin – fi nished with all majors and lives on the couch in CA.
6. DC Klassic’s Ms Mata Hauri SC – best in sweeps at the 2005 national, BOB at the 2006 national, 

7 time BIS winner (holds record for top bitch), 2 time BOB winner Westminster KC – lives in 
NH on Debbie’s couch.

7. Ch. Klassic’s Tri-bal Vixen at Rugosa – fi nished by Parry Tallmadge and also a couch potato.
8. Ch. Mardi Gras Klassic Jazz – fi nished his championship easily and lives with the Graves in TX
9. Ch. Klassic’s Rooty Toot Flutesong – best in sweeps Chicagoland specialty and fi nished his 

championship to go on and become a stud dog and couch potato – Rudy passed away to cancer.
10. Ch. Klassic’s Dustin the Wind – my friend Colleen Wagner fi nished Dustin for the Hagens and 

he was just let go at the Rainbow bridge on Aug. 11th.
11. Ch. Klassic’s Ms Addy Tood – again fi nished by Colleen and lives in SC.
12. Am/Phil GCh. Klassic’s Minny Me at Kanana HOF – Austin lived in the Phillippines with Bob 

Dawson and then came back to the US to live and fi nish his championship – we lost him this 
year.

13. Ch. Kazor’s Natural Klassic – Best in Sweeps 2006 National and fi nished before a year old.  Lives 
in CA with Andie Paysinger and sired a litt er here at Klassic.

14. Ch. Klassic’s Yuara Hoot – specialty and group winner – on the dam honor roll and lives in PA 
with Lori Hagen.

15. Am/Cdn Ch/Phil GCh. Klassic’s Toot Your Horn – fi nished easily in US and Canada, but most 
exciting was the Group 1 from the bred by class under Barbara Alderman.  On HOF honor roll 
in Phillipines.

16. Am/GRBraz/GRPanamerican/Int. Ch. Klassic’s Git R Done – Finished by Pam Peterson and then 
made the journey to Brazil where he became the #1 Basenji all systems in 2009.  He continues 
to produce beautiful kids there.

17. Am, DK, Intu, Nord, Nu, Su CH. Klassic’s Justa Natural – fi nished in the states, and then went to 
Sweden to become #1 Basenji.   She passed too early in 2010.

18. GchS Klassic’s Slam Dunk – Group winner, specialty winner, Westminster BOS to his sister at 
14 mos., AOM at 5 national specialties, BOB Canadian national 2012 – a joy to show and live 
with.

19. Ch. Klassic’s Knockout Punch – from the 3rd and fi nal breeding to Shadow – a great jrs. dog.   
20. Am/Russian/Estonia/Lith/Int. Ch. Klassic’s Tri-Fecta – fi nished in the states and then to owner 

Viktoria Kol.  She has made her mark in Europe, both in the show ring and the whelping box.
21. AKC/UKC Ch. Klassic’s Power of One – in fi nishing, he acquired best of breed and Best Puppy in 

Show and Reserve Best in Show UKC.   Token is a couch potato.
22. Ch. Taji’s Absolut Klassic Tri-Peat – Peter fi nished his championship mostly in Ohio when owner 

contacted the swine fl u and is now on the couch.
23. Ch. Klassic’s Pushin’ The Limit – She was named aft er our Matriarch Britt any – and won a lot of 

hearts and fi nished quickly – she lives in Chicago.
24. Ch. Klassic’s In It To Win It – Winnie was fi nished by Sue Ledbury and did it with a bang – won 

best of breed to fi nish.  Winnie was the one to help Tootsie win the Brood bitch record.
25. Ch. Klassic’s This Is It – handsome boy who fi nished and is with a wonderful family.
26. Ch. Klassic’s Believe in Me – fi nished quickly and lives a life of leisure.

Photos (top to bott om): 

• Canadian National 2003 - Best of Breed: Sue Kite and Judge Margaret Robertson
• BCOA National 2003 - Best of Breed: Sue Kite with Judge Doreen Duffi  n
• BCOA National 2004 - Best of Breed: Sue Kite, Beth Redo-Rahm, and Judge Marvin Wallis - she DOES 

like to crawl up into laps, judges included!
• Top 20 participant 2006: Sue Kite with judges Michael Work, Susan Coe, and Dr. John Reeve-Newson

Tootsie
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Zak is living a dog’s life.
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It’s never too late to celebrate your wins (or the cuteness). 
Let the world know you’re proud of your hound with an ad in the Bulletin. 

V I C TO R  LU TA N

BULLETIN

Held between July 1 and November 30 each year, the National off ers 
competitive events—Agility, AKC and/or ASFA Lure Coursing, 
Obedience, Puppy and Veteran Sweepstakes, African Stock Exhibition, 
Junior Showmanship, regular and non-regular conformation classes, 
and the all important Best of Breed. 

In addition, the annual club meeting, an auction, banquet, and 
educational seminars are held. 

Other activities included have been rally, straight-line racing, oval 
track racing, Canine Good Citizenship, eye clinics, and fun classes. 

It’s a full week that gathers hundreds of Basenjis and their owners 
together in one sett ing. 

S P E C I A LT Y  DAT E S  :  CO R R E S P O N D I N G  B I D  Y E A R 
West
2016 : 2013
2019 : 2016
2022 : 2019
2025 : 2022

Central
2017 : 2014
2020 : 2017
2023 : 2020
2026 : 2023

East
2015 : 2012
2018 : 2015
2021 : 2018
2024 : 2021

PERPE TUAL NATIONAL SPECIALT Y C ALENDAR

2018 
October 9 -13
Harvey Kern Community Pavilion, Heritage Park
601 Weiss St.
Frankenmuth, MI 48734
Show Chair: Suzanne LaCroix

JUDGES
Regular Classes: Lisa Warren
Sweepstakes: Pat Cembura

2019 
Date/Location: Nov 11-15, Tuscon, AZ
Show Chair: Jennie Behles

JUDGES
Regular Classes: Stan Carter
Sweepstakes: TBD

2020 
Date/Location: TBD
Show Chair: TBD

JUDGES
Regular Classes: TBD
Sweepstakes: TBD

*All dates, locations, & judges pending AKC approval

NATIONAL SPECIALTY

Th e Harvey Kern Community Pavilion at Heritage Park, Frankenmuth, Michigan is 
the site of the 2018 Basenji Club of America National Specialty.

The board is accepting bids for the 

2020 National Specialty. }
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SEPTEMBER
9/9 BCOA Regional Specialty - North East, Somerset Hills KC, Bridgewater, NJ
9/9-14 BCOA 2017 National Specialty, Purina Farms, Gray Summit, MO
9/15 BCOA Regional Specialty - North Central, Purina Farms, Gray Summit, MO
9/16 BCOA Supported Entry - Th ree Rivers KC, Gray Summit, MO
9/17 BCOA Supported Entry - Th ree Rivers KC, Gray Summit, MO

OCTOBER
10/27 BCONC Independent Specitalties (Morning & Aft ernoon), Dixon, CA
10/28 BCOA Supported Entry, Sacramento Valley Dog Fanciers, Dixon, CA
10/29 BCONC Supported Entry, Sacramento Valley Dog Fanciers, Dixon, CA

NOVEMBER
11/11 Copper State Basenji Fanciers Supported Entry, Tuscon, AZ
11/12 Copper State Basenji Fanciers Concurrent Specialty, Tuscon, AZ

DECEMBER
12/9 BCOA Supported Entry - Eastern Dog Club, Springfi eld, MA

JANUARY 2018
1/19 WVBC Concurrent Specialty, Portland, OR

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
BCOA and Affi  liate Club Events for September 2017 - January 2018 

BULLETIN ARCHIVE

Are you willing to donate past issues of 
the Bulletin to the club? We’re looking to 
complete the BCOA archives. 

Each issue is a snapshot in the timeline of 
the club and the breed. We’d appreciate 
it if you are willing to donate them as a 
permanent record in the Club’s archive. 

Please help us fi ll the gaps in the 
timeline!

MISSING ISSUES

1950 through 1964—all issues

1965 Jan-Feb, Mar-Apr

Want to keep your originals? 
Mail us your Bulletin and we will scan it 
and return it to you in good order.

Or, contact us for scanning requirements 
and send the electronic copies to us.

CAN YOU HELP?

Please contact 

Janet Ketz, jlketz@aol.com
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L AU R I E  G R E G O R Y

• LeeBeth Cranmer talks about the benefits of joining regional 
affiliate clubs, and we introduce a new affiliate club map.

• James Johannes goes back into history to tell us about a basenji 
at Windsor Castle.

• For our more scientifically inclined readers, there are features 
for you too! Steven Robinson reviews a book about very early 
dogs. Chris Maxka and Jeff Gillespie delve into genetics to 
discuss a potential genetic bottleneck in basenjis.

• Rob Freedman relates the story of a Rainshine Foundation trip 
to the Epi school and their plans for the future.

• Finally, we’ve interspersed a couple of fun photo layouts to give 
you a break from all the text elsewhere.

You will also find some regular items:

• BCOA Committee reports
• Affiliate club reports
• Corrections to the 2016 Yearbook
Looking forward This is the last printed issue of the Bulletin for 
2017.  Look for the electronic only issue containing the National 
Specialty results in late October or early November.  Don’t worry 
if you miss that one… it’ll all be printed in the 2017 Yearbook in the 
spring.

A note on Advertising There will be no advertising in the upcoming 
electronic edition. This is to help us get it to you sooner. In order to 
celebrate your wins at the National Specialty (or any other event), 
be sure to plan ahead for the Yearbook issue.

I hope you enjoy this issue of the Bulletin.  If you have feedback on 
this issue or feature ideas, or want to contribute to the Bulletin as 
an author, interviewer, copy editor, or in any other role, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me.

Mary Ellen Chaffin   
Editor-In-Chief, BCOA Publications 
bulletin@basenji.org 

Welcome home from the National Specialty! We hope you had a 
fantastic time reuniting with old friends and making new ones. Oh, 
and the dogs! Hopefully, you got to watch some amazing basenjis 
doing what they love best.

We planned this issue so that it would arrive in your mailbox just 
as you arrive home from the National Specialty. An electronic only 
issue containing the National Specialty results will be compiled 
and distributed just as quickly as we can put it together. Those same 
pages will then be printed in next year’s Yearbook.  This will get 
the compiled results to you in a timely manner while reducing the 
redundancy (and costs) of printing those results twice.

What do we have in store for you in this issue?

• Andrea Stone sheds light on the sometimes confusing pool of 
dog training terminology.

• Susan Marsicano shares an endearing story of her introduction 
to well trained dogs and her continuing adventure into teaching 
her own dogs to jump through a hoop.

• There are features on three new AKC programs that you can 
participate in with your dog.  Yes, your dog.  Basenjis can do 
this stuff. Just take it from some fanciers that tell us their story 
and give us an overview of each program. A tag team of Linda 
Siekert and Susan Marsicano brings us Trick Dog, Jane Johnson 
tells her story about Farm Dog Certifications, and Kristine 
Dougherty introduces Scent Work.

ABOUT THIS ISSUE
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LEEBETH CRANMER (page 39) is Vice President of the BCOA, Vice 
President of MABC, and a member of the “New Sheets of the Week 
Club” due to chewing tendencies of her two brindle basenji boys—
Grinner and Pilot. She enjoys reading, writing (even though she 
puts it off until the last minute) and doing breed education booths 
with MABC. She thought she’d be glad if Abraham was the one 
Negan killed at the end of Season 6 but now kind of wishes it had 
been Eugene.

KRISTINE DOUGHERTY (page 36) has had basenjis since 1991, 
marrying her husband Ralph who got his first basenji in 1961. 
She currently has two basenjis, and has participated with them 
in obedience, rally, agility, coursing, and nosework. Both Ozzie 
(URO1 FC Undercover Osiris of Oz CD RA CGC Fch) and Juju 
(DC Kiroja Undercover Legend CGC Fch) have NACSW NW1 
titles. Ozzie also has UKC Advanced Containers and Advanced 
Interiors and NACSW Level 1 Containers titles. Juju has UKC 
Novice Vehicles, Novice Interiors, and Advanced Containers 
and one qualifying score each in NACSW Exterior and Interior 
element trials. Both also have a novice trick dog title and will be 
working on more titles in that area. Kristine works for the Florida 
Department of Corrections as a research manager when she’s not 
playing with the dogs or working on native plants in the yard.

ROB FREEDMAN (page 50) is the co-founder of The RainShine 
Foundation, a nonprofit supporting schools in rural villages of The 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. When he is not working for 
RainShine he serves as the Director of Marketing for Congregation 
Emanu-El in San Francisco and as the Marketing Manager for 
Big House Beans, a social enterprise coffee roaster in Northern 
California that provides second chances and job training for 
formerly incarcerated persons. He lives in Antioch, CA with his 
wife Nicole and their two Basenjis Corin (New World’s As You 
Like It) and Peggy (Lukuru Constellation Pegasus). They enjoy 
hiking and exploring the deserts and mountains of California and 
Nevada, especially the Joshua Tree and Lake Tahoe National Parks.

CONTRIBUTORS
 

JEFFREY GILLESPIE (page 44) began with Dalmatians in 1972, 
and to this day his Dalmatians go back to that original bitch.  In 
addition to his foundation line, he has developed a separate  LUA 
Dalmatian line to eliminate urate stone disease, and he is active 
in supporting health research. In the late 70’s and early 80’s while 
attending The Ohio State University he met Julie Hartigan and her 
Bazimba’s Cinnamon Lady, and his love for Basenjis began. In the 
early 90’s he found a line consistent with what he was looking for, 
joining Klassic Basenjis and working with established breeder Sue 
Kite.  A personal highlight is winning the bred by exhibitor bitch 
class twice at BCOA Nationals. In addition to their foundation 
Basenji line, Sue and Jeff are developing and maintaining two 
separate full import  breeding lines. 

In 1994,  he became an AKC Judge. He is approved for Dalmatians, 
Basenjis, Brittanys, German Shorthaired Pointers, Weimaraners,  
Siberian Huskies and Junior Showmanship. Jeff has bred over 100 
AKC Champions and many more Championships around the 
world including All Breed Best In Show, National Specialty and 
many #1 and Top 20 dogs.

JAMES JOHANNES (page 53) has lived his entire life in the Seattle 
area and when growing up had cats. After moving into a condo he 
decided to acquire a dog and after doing some research decided 
on a Basenji. He was put in contact with Sam Anderson and 
acquired Cirrus. Later that year he acquired Ruby. She was a direct 
descendant of the 1987-88 Avongara imports and this lead him to 
learning more about Basenjis in Africa. This interest in the imports 
lead James to undertake three trips to Africa: Cameroon in 2006, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo in 2010, and South Sudan in 
2015. Currently his menagerie includes two dogs from Cameroon, 
one from the DRC, and one from South Sudan.

JANE JOHNSON (page 34) purchased her first basenjis in 2002, a 
half African brother and sister from Susan Coe and Kim Byrd.  In 
the past 15 years, she’s put Conformation, Agility, Obedience, 
Rally, Barn Hunt, LGRA, NOTRA, AKC Lure Coursing, AKC 
Trick Dog, AKC Farm Dog Certification, and many Temperament 
titles on her dogs.  Supporting public education of the basenji 
breed, Jane organized and participated in the first Meet the Breeds, 
NY in 2009 and is a fixture at the Canine Learning Experience in 
Allentown, PA which is held once a year.  She enjoys traveling  the 
East Coast while competing in various activities and meeting up 
with friends to socialize.  Jane belongs to the Mid-Atlantic Basenji 
Club and strongly believes in their motto of “Basenjis are the All 
Around Hound.” 

SUSAN KAMEN MARSICANO (page 28, 33) is a painter and 
Fulbright Scholar. She first heard about basenjis in 1961, when 
Bob Mankey chased her up Nob Hill in San Francisco as she was 
walking her basenji, Apu. He gave Susan a pamphlet about “the 
dog that cried real tears and did not bark.” In 1973, when Apu 
passed, she got her first basenji, and there it is. Now Susan is an 
AKC Breeder of Merit, proud of her DWAA Maxwell winning 
newsletter, the Rip Van Wrinkler, and happily living with 7 basenjis, 
who all sleep under the covers. Susan is proud of the Apu dogs who 
have and are living long lives out there, with now life-long friends, 
and that these adored dogs are given a chance to try all sorts of 
activities, even if sun-bathing is their favorite.

CHRIS MAXKA (page 44) has bred Basenjis nearly 50 years, and her 
SunDiata line is now 20 generations of continuous linebreeding.  
After her first Basenji was tested a carrier of Hemolytic Anemia, 
Chris became an early proponent of health testing, doing eye 
exams long before CERF existed.  In the 1990s, her line tested 
completely free of Fanconi, and she was one of the first breeders to 
test all her dogs for PRA when that test became available.  

Chris’ dogs have won large specialties, including 3 judged by 
English breeder judges: Veronica Tudor-Williams (of the Congo), 
Mirrie Cardew (St. Erme), and Jayne Stringer (Horsley); as well as 
one judged by the all-time American great, Ann Rogers Clark.  In 
the late 1970s, two of her dogs, littermates, were in the Top Ten, 
including No. 1; the other won 4 Group Firsts, handled by Chris 
herself.  This year, Chris bred and owns the dog who won Best of 
Breed at Westminster…a lifelong dream.  

STEVEN ROBINSON (page 42) has been a public school educator 
for over 23 years but dogs have always been his passion. He became 
a colleague of Janice Koler-Matznick and Dr. Lehr Brisbin in 
the 1990s while keeping and breeding Carolina Dog litters for 
Dr. Brisbin’s research on feral dogs of the southeast U.S. He even 
served as a coordinator for Dr. Brisbin on a National Geographic 
documentary on the origins of dog. Steven has also worked 
closely with Janice Koler-Matznick and the New Guinea Singing 
Dog Conservation Society. He helped locate Singers held by 
private breeders/collectors and worked to organize their stud 
book through the American Zoological Association. His love of 
primitive dogs extends to the Shibas and Basenjis in his own home 
for over 15 years.

LINDA SIEKERT (page 32) has successfully piloted eight basenjis to 
over 150 AKC titles, including the first MACH, the only MACH3, 
the only PACHs and the only AKC Triple Champion Basenjis.  
Her dogs have won multiple Best in Field, Best of Breed, High 
in Trial and High Combined and multiple placements in canine 
Nosework. Her first basenji Tre was 100% domestic; the other 
seven have ranged between 31% - 67% new African (Avongara or 
Ntomba). She is one half of the BCOA African Stock Project (ASP), 
responsible for the collection of ASP information featuring photos, 
pedigrees and health information of native African stock. She has 
written numerous articles featured in various basenji publications 
throughout the US and abroad. 

ANDREA STONE (page 24) has had the great fortune to share 
her life with Basenjis since 1994. She has worked hands-on with 
all breeds on and off (mostly on) since then, and since 2008 has 
been a professional trainer dealing with everything from basic 
training to behavioral issues. Her passion lies in working with 
puppies one on one and in helping prepare dogs and their handlers 
for conformation competition. Though breeding only rarely and 
having owned a relatively small number of dogs, Andrea is proud 
of the success her dogs have had over the years, in and out of the 
show ring. Each of us has strengths and makes mistakes – it’s in 
working to and past them respectively that yields the most rewards. 
Andrea and the Saorsa crew look forward to seeing what they can 
accomplish together in the future. And if we can, help some friends 
do the same.

THANK YOU to those that helped pull all the little things together: 
Lisa Auerbach, Susan Coe, Terry Colbert, Matt Gerdes, Laurie 
Gregory, Karla Schrieber, Barbara Sauceda, Linda Siekert, Sarah 
Smith-Falkner, Andrea Stone, Andrea Walters, David Whitman, 
and George Woodard. Barb Sauceda, you have a special place in 
my heart on this one.

THANK YOU TO THE PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE: Associate 
Editor Suzanne La Croix and members Janet Ketz, Pam 
Geoffroy, Susan Chuvala, and Chris Maxka.

CONTRIBUTORS
(Continued) 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
(Continued) 

CORRECTIONS
 

B

BORASSUS WHO’S YOUR HOT SHOT
GCH CH Borassus Who’s Your Hot Shot SC CA FCh LCM RATI
HP46766305. 1/15/2014. B, Rd & Wh.
GCH DC Jasiri-Sukari Win Tin Tin SC x GCH DC N’Focus Santa Baby MC LCX CA
Breeder/Owner: Katherine Sanders
 3/26/2016 ASFA Lure Courser of Merit
 10/8/2016 BH Barn Hunt Instinct
 12/29/2016 ASFA Lure Courser of Merit 2

Unfortunately, some ASFA titles were left out of the 2016 BCOA Yearbook published in April. 

We apologize that these dogs were not recognized in that special issue and have included their 

corrected Yearbook entries on this page.

J

JERLIN’S OUR ZURI PUPIN
GCH CH Jerlin’s Our Zuri Pupin MC LCX TT SGRC3 SORC LCM VLCM6 VB
HP12772103. 10/29/2004
CH C-Quests Point Blank x CH Jerlin’s Lyric In Black
Owner: Terry Colbert
 7/10/2016 ASFA Veteran Lure Courser of Merit 6

“Zuri” ~ GCH CH Jerlin’s Our Zuri Pupin MC LCX TT SGRC3 SORC LCM VLCM6 VB

Even at almost 12 years old, Zuri is out chasing bunnies and earning titles like a youngster.  
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As a collective whole, the Basenji is a very healthy breed. While 
there are two signifi cant diseases--Progressive Retinal Atrophy 
(PRA ) and Fanconi Syndrome--that have plagued the breed, 
careful, wise, responsible, and conscientious breeding, along with 
recent genetic testing, has pointedly diminished the occurrences 
of these diseases. Conscientious breeding continues to ensure an 
overall healthy basenji. 

Th ere are hereditary eye conditions that can occur throughout 
a basenji’s lifespan. Regular examination by a veterinary 
ophthalmologist, a certifi ed Diplomat of the American College of 
Veterinary Ophthalmologists (ACVO) is essential, beginning at 
7 weeks of age. Th e results of all OFA Eye Certifi cation Registry 
certifi cates should be available to potential breeders and people 
interested in a potential puppy. Basenjis with hereditary eye 
conditions, where the mode of inheritances are unknown, should 
be bred cautiously with the goal to reduce the occurrence in future 
generations. 

DNA Testing (Aff ected, Carrier, Clear: Aff ected dogs should not 
be used in a breeding program unless bred to a Clear, and only as 
a tool to keep a pedigree from potentially being lost and keeping 
the additional genetic material that comes with said dog in the 
gene pool. Carriers should be used only to clears, too, for the same 
reasons as stated under Aff ected dogs. It is important to stress that 
a Carrier result still leads a normal, healthy life, no diff erent from 
Clear. It is only in the breeder’s plan that the Carrier result must be 
addressed responsibly). 

Fanconi Syndrome is a condition in which the renal (kidney) 
tubules do not function properly. Instead of properly reabsorbing 
water, electrolytes, and nutrients into the body, the tubules “spill” 
them back into the urine to be expelled from the body. Unlike 
kidney failure which is a failure of the kidneys to process out waste 
and clear chemicals from the bloodstream, Fanconi Syndrome 
causes the loss of too many which need to be replaced orally 
through supplementation. Untreated Fanconi syndrome results 
in muscle wasting, acidosis, poor condition, and eventually death. 
With on-going treatment using the Gonto Protocol, Fanconi 

basenjis in which the disease is caught early have, on average, the 
same life span as a non-Fanconi basenji. 

Progressive Retinal Atrophy (PRA ) in basenjis can cause 
progressive vision loss leading to blindness. Although there are 
multiple forms of PRA , one form caused by PRA -BJ1 accounts for 
approximately 50% of all PRA  disease aff ecting basenjis. Due to 
the late onset of PRA , it is important to have the DNA genetic test 
for PRA -BJ1 completed before breeding. Th e gene test for PRA -
BJ1 is off ered by multiple labs, including the OFA and OptiGen. 
We suggest all breeders and owners list their results on the OFA 
website. Th e results should be available to potential breeders and 
people interested in a potential puppy. 

Descendants of basenjis, where both parents have DNA tested 
clear may be declared genetically free of Fanconi and or PRA -BJ1. 
However, even though errors in DNA testing are extremely rare, 
further testing for the fi rst generation should be considered for 
breeding stock. 

Hip dysplasia occurs in a very small percentage of basenjis. (As of 
12-31-2016, basenjis ranked 159 out of 175 of all breeds with more 
than 100 cases. Of basenjis tested, only 3.34% were abnormal.) 
If a breeder chooses to evaluate for hip dysplasia, it is preferable 
for X-Rays to have been read and registered with an accredited 
agency such as, Penn Hip, www.pennhip.org, or the Orthopedic 
Foundation for Animals (OFA), www.off a.org. A copy of the results 
should be readily available to individuals looking to use the animal 
for breeding, and/or interested in a potential puppy. 

Hypothyroidism occurs in a very small percentage of basenjis 
(5.38% of the dogs tested as of 12-31-2016). It can be a result of 
autoimmune thyroiditis. Th e OFA has an open registry for dogs 
that have been tested for autoimmune thyroiditis at 12 months 
or older, using approved laboratories. Basenjis with autoimmune 
thyroiditis should not be bred. 

Th is BCOA Health Statement was approved by the BCOA Offi  cers/
Board of Directors in BCOA Ballot 2017-24. Eff ective August 15, 
2017.

August 23, 2017

To Peter Piusz & Mark Dunn at AKC:

Th e Basenji Club of America considers itself a leader in health testing and breed research.  We are active in archiving signifi cant advances 
in the breed’s overall health through the development DNA testing, programs for breeder education, and introduction of new foundation 
stock. In addition, we have established the Basenji Health Endowment, specifi cally to provide grants for breed specifi c research.

It was extremely challenging to develop a Health Statement which portrays the breed positively, recognizing the achievements we have 
already achieved in breed health.  Th e club did not want a Heath Statement which read as if the breed was plagued with numerous 
issues, but it still wanted to address health issues of concern in a constructive manner.  Signifi cant thought and revisions were put into the 
statement which was draft ed by the Basenji Club of America’s Health and Research Committ ee, and reviewed and fi nalized by the 2016 
and 2017 Board of Directors. Th e BCOA Health Statement was approved by the BCOA Offi  cers/Board of Directors in BCOA Ballot 
2017-24. Eff ective August 15, 2017.

Th e Basenji Club of America requests that the Health Statement be published in its entirety.  Each basenji must be evaluated based 
on previous testing, professional evaluations, and pedigree research in order to determine what testing is required and is expected by 
the Parent Club.  Health testing and professional evaluations for the breed cannot be condensed into a succinct summary of yes or 
no, requirements and /or recommendations, as currently published at htt p://www.akc.org/dog-breeders/bred-with-heart/health-
testing-requirements/ , noted as “LISTED BELOW ARE ALL AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB BREEDS WITH YOUR BREED’S 
HEALTH TEST REQUIREMENTS.”

Th e Basenji Club of America’s opinion is that such summaries lead the “general public” to assume pure bred dogs are plagued with 
numerous health issues, especially for those breeds with long list of required testing.  Th is is an issue which the AKC should address 
through the thoughtful presentation of the information.  Basenji Club of America respectfully requests a link to the Parent Club’s Health 
Statement in lieu of such summaries as currently published.

Sincerely,

Th e Basenji Club of America Board

P H OTO  AT  TO P:  M O  S A I TO

Basenji Club of America 
HEALTH STATEMENT
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
(Continued) 

Awards

Th e ASFA #1 Basenji for 2016 was GCh, Can Ch Borassus Hot.
Cool.Yours, LCM3,SC,CA,RA TN “Chilly,” owned by Kathy 
Sanders.

Deanne Britt on and Connie Sullivan were presented with the 
Garry Forrester award. 

Hall of Fame

Pete and Camille Mendicino were the humans elected to the Hall 
of Fame; dogs elected were Nebbi (Saluki), Annie (Afghan), and 
Spy (Whippet.)

Rules Change Proposals 

(successful proposals to take eff ect January 1, 2018)

Proposal #1, which would have allowed a hound awarded Best of 
Breed by forfeit to win  maximum points, was defeated. Proposal 
#2, which would create separate non-regular stakes for Singles 
stake hounds, was approved.  

Business

For a change, New Business was relatively tame this year.  Th e 
one motion of interest, to suspend the rules, failed.  Had this been 
approved, any motion could have been presented, and voted on, 
without respect to constitutional or rules limitations. Apparently, 
had this motion passed, the next motion would have been to 
change the running rules to allow mixed breed dogs to compete.  
While there has been a long-term eff ort to allow some sort of 
mixed-breed coursing within ASFA, this is something that will 
require careful craft ing, and must come only aft er considered input 
from member clubs. Th e motion to suspend the rules would have 
short-circuited ASFA procedures, and left  delegates to vote without 
input from, oar notice to, their clubs.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

ASFA DELEGATE
RUSS JACOBS

Th e 2017 Annual Convention of Delegates was held in Omaha, NE, 
on March 25, 2017. 44 Delegates (representing 32 clubs) att ended 
the Convention.

Th e 2018 ACoD will be held at the Holiday Inn in Chantilly at the 
Dulles Expo (DC area) in the third week of March.

Th e 2017 International Invitational will be held in Bainbridge, 
Georgia, Oct. 21-22. 

Financial Aff airs

Th e ASFA’s fi nancial situation is stable. Income for 2016 was 
slightly higher than expenses, and cash on hand slightly smaller at 
the end of 2016, at a healthy $68, 036.64 on income of $57, 671.94. 
Th ere was a budgeted loss of $4550 for 2016, due to an anticipated 
purchase of a new records system, but since that purchase will now 
take place in 2017, the loss has been moved into this fi scal year.  
However, it is anticipated that the additional revenues due to the 
$15/trial surcharge, and increased effi  ciency in records keeping, 
will provide economic advantages in the long run. With entries on a 
slow but steady decline, those increased effi  ciencies will be crucial 
to the long-term survival of the ASFA. 

Membership

ASFA currently has 72 member clubs, 17 affi  liates, fi ve in fast track 
and 1 fast track applied. 

IT Committee

Th e Committ ee continues to work on the new records program, 
even as the existing program is being patched through an 
anonymous gift . (Aft er the ACoD, all clubs were notifi ed that the 
new records program is now on line, and as a result, the associated 
surcharge of $15 a trial will go into eff ect on July 1.)

JUDGES EDUCATION COMMITTEE
MARIANNE KLINKOWSKI

Th e BCOA was asked to participate in a special section featuring 
our breed in an upcoming issue of Showsight Magazine.  Many 
breeders and fanciers responded to a questionnaire on the breed 
and we submitt ed an article on judging the Basenji.  If you do not 
currently subscribe, you may be able to pick up a copy at a show or 
check for it online at htt p://www.showsightonline.com/.  

Plans are underway for our Judges Education seminar and 
workshop which will be held in conjunction with the National 
Specialty at Purina Farms in Gray Summit, MO.  Th e seminar will 
be held aft er regular class judging on Wednesday, September 13.  
We would again like to invite Sweepstakes class winners to join us 
for our hands-on demonstration.

As always, please let me know if you encounter situations at the 
shows which should be brought to the att ention of our current and 
future judges.  Compliments for judges who do a good job, as well 
as complaints, are useful educational tools.  

Four ShowS in Three DayS!
The Basenji Club of Northern 
California will present dual 
specialties, followed by the 
Sacramento Valley Dog Fanciers 
Association All Breed Shows on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Basenji Club of northern California
Morning & Afternoon Specialties 

D I XON FA I RGROUNDS   •   655 SOUTH 1 STR E E T   •   D I XON , CA L I F ORN I A 95620

FriDay, oCT 27
Basenji Club of Northern California
Morning judge: Diane Young McCormack
Afternoon judge: Edward W. Hall
Afternoon Juniors & Sweeps: Roland Masse
Morning trophies offered by Marianne Klinkowski;  
Afternoon trophies offered by Pat Cembura.
Trophies for Sweeps offered by Sarah Smith-Faulkner.
The Friday specialties are in Memory of Della Sehm.

SaTurDay, oCT 28
Sacramento Valley Dog Fanciers Association
Basenji Club of America supported entry 
Sweepstakes judge: Jerry B. Alley
Regular Classes & Hound Group: Molly Martin
Medallions and Rosettes offered by BCOA.

SunDay, oCT 29
Sacramento Valley Dog Fanciers Association
Basenji Club of Northern California supported entry
Breed Judge: William R. Russell
Group Judge: Ed Hall
Trophies offered by E.Ockerman, D.Troyna, 
SportsBasement.
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AFFILIATE CLUB REPORTS
(Continued) 

COPPER STATE BASENJI CLUB
FORMERLY BASENJI FANCIERS OF GREATER PHOENIX

(WANTED TO BE BASENJI FANCIERS OF THE SOUTHWEST)

TARI PARISH

Well, after some wrangling with AKC over name change 
parameters, we came up with the Copper State Basenji Club as our 
new name (finally).  So now that hurdle is behind us, we are off to 
our next.  The last weekend in July we will be having our annual 
Coursing weekend in Show Low, AZ.  We had CAT’s, JC’s and a 
QC run on Saturday, July 29, and 1 QC run and an all-breed trial on 
Sunday, July 30, 2017.  Visit our website azbasenjis.org for more info 
and premium lists.

Our fall 2017 Specialty was just approved and put on the calendar. 
On November 11, we will have our concurrent specialty at the 
Canada del Oro & Madera Canyon Kennel Clubs’ Canyon Cluster 
in Tucson, AZ.  The judge is slated to be Pam Peat. On November 
12, we’ll have a supported entry at the same cluster. We hope to see 
you there.

We are also having meetings and gearing up to start signing 
contracts for holding the 2019 BCOA National Specialty in 
Tucson! We are getting excited already to get things lined up and 
get people working on special projects to make it a memory worthy 
show.  If you would like to assist us or be on a committee, please 
contact Jaa Scheffler at wildwestRR@gmail.com or Tari Parish at 
badoglady@hotmail.com and we can get you with the right folks.

  

HI-COUNTRY BASENJI CLUB

PAT BIRD

In April the Hi-Country Basenji Club had its annual Fun Day. Dr. 
Becky Brinkman, a chiropractor, was our guest. She demonstrated 
on one of the Basenjis and then invited owners to accompany her 
to another room so she could work on their dog. Becky was very 
gracious to work on many of the Basenjis in attendance.

Since the next day was Easter, we had a costume contest and an 
Easter egg hunt. Oh, the costumes were wonderful. How the 
owners got their Basenji to wear the costume more than a few 
minutes was a mystery! What creative costumes. For the Easter 
egg hunt, Peggy Shifflet filled plastic eggs with ‘smelly treats’ so 
the dogs would be interested. What fun to see the dogs wander 
amongst the eggs and pick a favorite. During and after our potluck, 
the owners chatted about their dogs’ antics. It truly was a Fun Day 
enjoyed by the humans and dogs.

AFFILIATE CLUB REPORTS
 

Hi-Country Basenji Club Fun Day: Chiroptractic demonstration. Left to right: 
Dr. Becky Brinkman, Sandra Walker, Pat Bird and Bear.

MID-ATLANTIC BASENJI CLUB

LEEBETH CRANMER

The MABC has had a quite a busy spring and summer so far this 
year. On Saturday May 13th, the club hosted a BCOA-supported 
entry at the Chambersburg Area Kennel Club in Greencastle, 
Pennsylvania. The Supported Entry featured Puppy and Veteran 
Sweeps judged by Julie Dugan and breed judged by JoAnne M. 
Buehler. Best of Breed and Group 3 went to GCHS Relic’s Big 
Bang Theory of Dagoba owned by Kimberly A. Brown and bred 
by D. & M. Sanders. Best of Opposite Sex went to GCHS Dark 
Moon’s Barking Bad, JC breeder/owned by Veronica and John 
Predale. BW/WD was Marjani Wittsend Line of Fire owned and 
bred by Julie Hartigan and WB was Kivu Delovely owned by Susan 
Ledbury and bred by Andrew Sawler. 

MABC members contributed all the trophies except the lovely 
medallions donated by BCOA and hosted a potluck following 
breed. Despite it being May, the weather was chilly and threatening 
rain all day. The CAKC graciously allowed the potluck to take place 
in the large refreshment’s pavilion and members and non-members 
enjoyed a wonderful late-afternoon meal. If there is ever a BCOA-
Affiliated Club Chopped® competition, I’d put my money on 
MABC members! The delicious potluck food never cease to amaze 
me.

On Sunday June 4th the club held its annual Fun Day at the 
Papillonia Dog Training Facility in Red Lion, PA, near the 
Maryland border. The day started with an Introduction to 
Shiatsu Massage for Dogs given by Jane Johnson and myself. Jane 
demonstrated the techniques on her Basenji and everyone was 
encouraged to try them on their basenjis. Afterwards came the Fun 
and Parts Classes judged by Jami Hutchison Huber and her helper 
Miranda Huber. Fun classes ranged from Best Tailwagger (Julie 
Hartigan’s “Bond”) to Best Trick (Liza Lundell’s ever-talented 

“Professor.”) Parts classes ran the gambit from Curliest Tail 
(“Charlie” Mortelmans) to Least White (“Azizi” McDaniel). First 
through Fourth places were awarded in 16 classes altogether, and 
the dog with the most points, “Caicos” Baker owned by Jennifer 
Baker, took home the title “Pet Family Pet” and the dog bed with 
matching toy and blanket that went with it.

After another great potluck and short MABC meeting, Laura 
Baker judged the conformation Fun Match. Laura had a large, 
outstanding entry of puppies and adults to choose from. At the 
end of the day, “Charlie” owned by Natalie Mortelmans was Best 
Puppy and “Bond” owned by Julie Hartigan was BOS Puppy in 
Fun Match. Best Adult in Fun Match went to “Eddie” owned by 
Margaret Dugan. It was truly a fun day for members and new puppy 
owners to get to know each other, to play with their basenjis and to 
enjoy each other’s company in a social setting.

On Saturday June 24th the club rounded out its activities by 
manning a breed education booth at the Berks County Kennel 
Club’s “All About Dogs Day” outside of Reading, PA, in Sinking 
Springs. The event was outside and the weather decided to 
cooperate by being in the low 80s with sunny skies following a 
Friday of torrential downpours. Mark A. Baime drove in from New 
Jersey with his 5 year old tri boy, Grant, and LeeBeth Cranmer 
brought her 10 year old brindle boy Pilot. The Basenjis enjoyed 
meeting all the people who stopped by. They met older people, 
families with young children and several other dogs and were on 
their best behavior. We handed out flyers about the breed and 
the MABC and had great conversations with people interested in 
learning more about Basenjis. It was a busy spring/early summer 
but the club was excited to be able to support the BCOA through a 
Supported Entry, to gather together as a club for fun and friendship 
and to educate the public about our wonderful breed.

Hi-Country Basenji Club Fun Day: costume contest winners. Left to right: 
Echo Ryan with Mosiac, Estelle Ryan with Emu, and Katie Varga with Pidgeon  

Mid-Atlantic Basenji Club Fun Day: : Mark Baime with his tricolor boy, Grant, 
and LeeBeth Cranmer with Pilot meeting and greeting. 
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AFFILIATE CLUB REPORTS
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AFFILIATE CLUB REPORTS
(Continued) 

RIP VAN WRINKLE BASENJI CLUB

SUSAN KAMEN MARSICANO

Th e Rip Van Wrinkle Basenji Club had it’s 21st annual Spring 
Match on 7 May 2017, in conjunction with the Lehigh Valley 
Coursing Club’s NOTRA  meet. Th is was at the fairgrounds in 
Ringoes, NJ. Th e weather was nasty cold and wet, but lots of people 
and even more basenjis showed up, and had a wonderful time. Our 
fabulous pot luck vegetarian luncheon was also att ended by folks 
from the race meet. Cybele Armen two-stepped the edge of one 
entire table. 

Sue Schulz was our judge, and kept her crisp sense of humor all the 
wet, cold day. A good quote from Sue, upon looking at an assembly of 
basenjis for “Musical Downs” (think basenjis and downs in wet grass, 
with rain) was, aft er she saw only 3 down, “all the rest of you just get 
out of here”. 

Th e winner of the NOTRA  meet was Tutu; she slid by Liner in the 
third program - very sneaky of her. 

At our Bambi Memorial Veggie Eating Contest, it was adorable to 
watch Rose slap Guinness in the face, when he tried to clean an extra 
plate that she had her eyes on. 

Th e best thing all day, in our Trick Dog Class, was Natalie Culver 
and 4 1/2 year old Hannah had just been to the circus, and had 

watched the performing poodles jump over one another. Hannah 
made up this trick for sweet 12 year old Obike (pictured below, left ). 
Th ey made a bridge with Hannah’s foot on Natalie’s knee and he 
went under the bridge, and jumped over it. I asked them to recreate 
to get photos, and these are not as cute as it actually was. But, prett y 
cute, and how our club is, and has always been.

Hannah Culver drew our raffl  e. Our club raised $610 for the 
Basenji Health Endowment. 

Th e winners were: 

• Karen Hutchison won the spectacular quilt made for us by Lisa 
Stewart.

• Apu (S K-M) won one of the amber tick collars that Uschi 
Grewe made! Yay.

• Xan Raskin won the other collar, for Xak!
• Peggy Pick won the basenji shaped cookies made by Michael J 

Primeau!
• And Jackie Dering won the volumes of the Years of the 

American Basenji!
We gave out coasters made by Lisa Stewart for class prizes. 

We had our match at the NOTRA  meet hoping to introduce the 
new basenji folks to racing, but seems the lure of meeting other 
basenjis and their people was more of a draw to most. We will keep 
trying. 

2018
5050TH ANNUAL SPECIALTY SHOW 

42nd Annual Futurity/34th Annual Maturity

Plan ahead now to join us!

2018O ur  O ur  2018O ur  2018O ur  2018O ur  2018O ur  2018O ur  2018O ur  O ur  O ur  2018G O L D E N2018G O L D E NG O L D E NG O L D E NG O L D E NG O L D E NG O L D E N  Specialty2018  Specialty2018  Specialty2018  Specialty2018  Specialty  Specialty  Specialty  Specialty  Specialty  Specialty  Specialty  Specialty  Specialty

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3, 2018
FUTURITY/ MATURITY & AFRICAN STOCK SUSAN COE

CONFORMATION TBD
JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP

WINE PARTY WITH AFRICAN STOCK EXHIBITION   

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4, 2018
CONFORMATION NOEL BAASER

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP
BANQUET & AUCTION 

Also, WWHA Hound Specialties on on Saturday & Sunday.
Superintendent for EBC & WWHA: BaRay Events, http://barayevents.com

EBC Specialty Chair: specialty@evergreenbasenjiclub.org

Argus Ranch Facilities for Dogs, Auburn, WA

Judging Panel:
• MS. COE resides in Australia and has been a basenji breeder since 

1972.  She is a BCOA member and a former member of EBC. 
resides in Australia and has been a basenji breeder since 

1972.  She is a BCOA member and a former member of EBC. 
resides in Australia and has been a basenji breeder since 

•• MS. BAASERMS. BAASER resides in Germany. She is a basenji breeder and FCI resides in Germany. She is a basenji breeder and FCI 
Basenji Judge. 

resides in Germany. She is a basenji breeder and FCI 
Basenji Judge. 

resides in Germany. She is a basenji breeder and FCI 

Obike about to jump over the bridge made by Natalie and Hannah Culver. Karen Christensen & Rose in the veggie eating contest.

BASENJI CLUB OF 
SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN

CLAY BUNYARD

Our 22nd Annual Independent Specialty in Ixonia, WI was held 
in late July with 32 basenjis and a total of 43 entries.  Tim Huff , 
Victory Basenjis, and Susan Nelson Smyth, judged sweepstakes 
and the regular classes, respectively.  In 2018, at our 23rd Annual 
Specialty, the judges (pending AKC approval) for sweepstakes and regular 
classes will be Linda Ehlers, Jerlin Basenjis, and breeder-judge, 
Charles Bagnell, respectively.  

During the annual meeting following the specialty, the election 
for the 2017-2018 offi  cers and board of directors was held.  Our 
offi  cers are Clay Bunyard, President; Laura Mae Hesse, Vice-
President; Lisa Marshall, Secretary; and Lisa Lemberger, 
Treasurer.  Th e members of the board of directors are Jan Cook, 
Sandy Tucker and Misha Payne.  

In addition to our normal calendar of events, our club spent the 
fi rst half of the year building a more modern website that bett er 
refl ects how people consume and use information today.  Please 
check it out at basenjiclubwi.org (the old address, bcosw.org still 
works as well).  Coming this fall we will be hosting our 3rd AKC 
CAT on October 21st-22nd at Greater Racine Kennel Club.  
Details can be found on the Events page of our website.

2017 BCOSW Best of Breed  – GCH Mibre’s Jedi Knight Luke Skywalker JC CA
Breeders: Michelle Smith-Barbour & Breanna Barbour
Owners: Dwayne Lazore, Orestes Rios & Michelle Smith-Barbour
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Dog 
Training 
Jargon

By Andrea Stone

ANIMAL LEARNING THEORY: Pioneered by Pavlov. It is the basic premise that behaviors that are reinforced will increase in intensity and/
or frequency while behaviors that are punished will decrease in intensity and/or frequency.  (Also of note, theory is used here scientifically 

- "a well-substantiated explanation of some aspect of the natural world, based on a body of facts that have been repeatedly confirmed 
through observation and experiment. " - not the common use version of it just being one idea.)

There are four quadrants in Animal Learning Theory, which are commonly confused/misused. The key is to remember that these are 
scientific terms. Think mathematics, not warm and fuzzy or cold and mean.

POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT (R+): This is the addition 
of a stimulus that increases a behavior.  The subject 
determines what is or is not reinforcing. It is only 
reinforcement if it works.

So for example, if you give your dog a treat when he 
sits and you see an increase in his sitting behavior, 
congratulations! You have successfully reinforced the 
Sit. If not, you have not positively reinforced the behavior 
regardless whether or not he enjoyed the food. There 
could be many causes for this.

POSITIVE PUNISHMENT (P+): This is the addition of a 
stimulus that decreases a behavior. Again, the subject 
determines what is or is not punishing. It is only a 
punishment if it works.

For example, spraying a Labrador with a hose when he 
goes in your flower bed may increase flower bed entering 
behavior, but would probably deter a Basenji. If so, the 
latter has been positively punished. If you see no change 
in behavior, it may be unpleasant to the Basenji but not an 
actual punishment.

NEGATIVE REINFORCEMENT (R-):  This is the removal of a stimulus that 
increases a behavior. The easiest to understand example of a negative 
reinforcer is the annoying ding-ding-ding your car makes when you have 
not yet put on your seat-belt. It stops when you click in. I don’t know 
about you, but I am fast to get my seat-belt on! 

Negative reinforcement can be tricky to use with dogs as an unpleasant 
stimulus must be introduced at some point such that it can be removed. 
And the subject must offer the desired behavior even without the 
stimulus, else the new behavior has not been learned, the stimulus is 
simply being avoided. Again, it is only a reinforcer if it works to increase 
the targeted behavior.

NEGATIVE PUNISHMENT (P-): This is the removal of a stimulus to 
decrease a behavior. Again, it is only a punishment if it works.

For example, your dog jumps on you and you turn and walk away 
without so much as acknowledging his presence. What was most 
wanted by the dog (your attention) is removed. You have effectively 
punished jumping up if the dog eventually quits or decreases its 
jumping-up behavior.

FOUR QUADRANTS OF ANIMAL LEARNING THEORY

Since dog training has gained so much 
popularity over the last 15 years or so, with 
multiple television shows and celebrity trainers 
popping up, there's also been an rise in the use 
of dog training jargon.  Unless you have made 
a point to read about and study behavior, and 
the terminology that goes with it, it can be 
confusing. Not all of it is obvious or can be 
ferreted out by common use. In fact, there is a 
lot of misunderstanding and misuse out there. 
So I thought it would be helpful for those with 
an interest to learn or have clarified some of 
the terms. None of this is meant to endorse 
one type of training or another, only so that 
if conversing (particularly over the Internet!) 
everyone can speak a common language. From 
there, better understanding will blossom.

So let's start out with some basic, but commonly 
misused terms.

Professor Turkish calls class to order.

TRAINING TIPS

Continues on next page
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This leads us to:

REWARD: Something your dog wants and will work for, given after 
the desired behavior has occurred. Your dog may enjoy something, 
but if you do not see an increase in the target behavior it may not 
be an effective reward no matter how much your dog likes "the 
thing" normally. Efficacy of rewards can be altered by many things 
(timing, context, the alignment of the planets, etc.). The key to 
remember is that something is a reward only if it appears after the 
desired behavior and the desired behavior increases in frequency. 
Rewards are intended to be pleasant and desirable to the dog. But, 
be aware of efficacy. Don't just feed the dog a treat if you're not 
seeing the change in behavior you want.

AVERSIVE: Something your dog wants to avoid. Aversive stimuli 
are generally used as punishments (collar pop, spray bottle, "uh-uh" 
for some dogs) and are given after an undesired behavior occurs. If 
there is no decrease in the undesired behavior, the stimulus may 
be unpleasant but is not a useful punisher. Again, context matters. 
Invisible fences rely on an aversive stimulus being avoided (barrier 
crossing decreases once the dog associates doing so with the shock). 
However, in the right circumstances, it may not be effective - it's 
worth the shock if it means I can get the squirrel. Aversives are 
meant to be unpleasant and undesirable to the dog. Again, efficacy 
matters. There is no point to doing collar corrections if you are not 
seeing the desired effect.

LURE: A lure is something you use to help get a desired behavior 
going. They are intended for brief use only to help your dog get 
started in a new behavior. Food lures are commonly used to help 
train puppies to Sit or Down. 

BRIBE: Ha ha! A bribe is when you have to get food out to get your 
dog to offer a behavior that, under most circumstances, he has 
shown he understands. It is safe to say a dog "knows" something 
when he will reliably offer it in various contexts 90% of the time. 
Fading your lures in training is important to avoid feeling stuck in 
bribery later.

OPERANT CONDITIONING: This is a type of learning where 
behavior is controlled by consequences. See the four quadrants 
of Animal Learning Theory. A dog can learn that, "If I do X, Y will 
happen." I often explain it succinctly by saying if I put a quarter 
in the soda machine, a Coke comes out. Whether or not I like 
Coke will affect my quarter spending behavior. That is operant 
conditioning. I have control over the consequences depending on 
what I do. Classical conditioning usually comes along for the ride.

CLASSICAL CONDITIONING: Think Pavlov's dogs. The bell rings, 
they salivate. Classical conditioning covers the sort of learning 

where one stimulus predicts another.  In training it is generally 
meant to affect a dog's internal emotional response. If your dog 
were afraid of balloons and you wished to change that, you would 
pair the appearance of balloons with something your dog loves 
(play, food, etc). X means Y is coming regardless of behavior. 
Balloons mean fun time is about to happen. Effective classical 
conditioning takes a little know-how and is very powerful.

DESENSITIZATION: In training it is a decreased emotional 
response to a given stimulus. You are taking something the dog 
has a strong feeling about (good, bad, or otherwise) and making it 
neutral. This is usually done by repeated exposure at low intensity 
(below threshold*). It is also commonly paired with....

COUNTER-CONDITIONING: You are taking the now neutral 
stimulus and changing how the animal feels about it by pairing it 
with a stimulus that will bring on the desired emotional state. You 
can "CC" a dog to be excited/happy when exposed to a particular 
stimulus or you can "CC" a dog to avoid/become fearful of a 
stimulus.

 Effective use of classical conditioning to reduce a fear response 
in pet dogs usually entails "D/CC" - desensitization and counter-
conditioning.

THRESHOLD OR THRESHOLD STIMULUS: A thing or event that is 
just strong enough to evoke a response. It is the point at which your 
dog responds to something. How close does the squirrel need to 
be before your dog just notices it and goes a little on point? That is 
the threshold. When he starts going bonkers he is "over threshold". 
Effective learning does not take place when dogs are over threshold.

FLOODING: This is a technique where the dog is exposed directly 
to a a very high intensity anxiety-producing situation or stimulus, 
with the objective that the animal will cease to respond. It can 
look a lot like "D/CC" but it is important to note that the animal's 
internal response to the stimulus may not have changed. In some 
cases the animal has learned that they are helpless to avoid it, and 
may not actually be comfortable with the stimulus. 

An example would be a dog that violently opposes nail trims, but 
after systematically enforcing them at full intensity (all 16 to 18 
nails in one shot) the dog gives up and stops fighting it. He might 
still feel the exact same way about it, but you no longer see the same 
level of avoidance.

There are so many more to cover, but that gives us a few basics. I 
hope you've learned a little something and that this might help 
make discussion of behavior and training more easily understood. 

Happy training!

Continued from “Training Tips”
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Hoopla!
By Susan Kamen Marsicano
As in the May Wrinkler: http://www.rvwbasenjiclub.org/TrainingConversation33.html

Way back in 1974 or 1975, I was in Central Park, in Manhattan, 
near the zoo, and I came upon a fellow wearing white face, 
miming, with a Min Pin, and a huge Doberman, who was 
wearing a turban & both dogs were sitting in place on small 
round platforms. Greta, the Min Pin, snuck up behind Lloyd’s 
back and knocked over his sign (about the act), and ran back to 
her place. The crowd roared. This was Lloyd Steir, with Greta 
and Whiskey; later all in the original Big Apple Circus. 

I later ran into Lloyd in SOHO, while walking my young 
basenji, Blush, and we got talking. We ended up making a deal 
that I would make 50 finger puppets of Whiskey for a children’s 
hospital benefit, in exchange for dog lessons. All this happened, 
and I walked down to his loft about once a week for months, 
and he shared with me some of his learned dog training tricks. 
Blush loved this; she was a brilliant girlie. 

I also assisted at some performances and loved watching 
sophisticated SOHO audiences believe (they wanted to) that 
Whiskey could actually add and subtract. He’d ask the crowd 
to pick an addition or subtraction, such as 2 plus 4, and Lloyd 
would say, “Whiskey, count”. He’d have number plackets set in 
a circle, and Whiskey would circle and, never fail, pick up the 
correct number. Lloyd said the hardest part of this trick was 
teaching the dog to circle. What the audience didn’t notice 
in the “hoopla” was the click in the back of Lloyd’s mouth. 
Whiskey heard his cue, always.

So, Lloyd taught me how to teach a dog to jump a hoop, or 
Hoopla. He said the thing to have the dog pay attention to was 
going back and forth. The old distraction method. I got Blush a 
15” embroidery hoop, which I still have for my dogs today. She 

loved her hoop, and her music, which was a piece from Schumann’s 
Scenes from Childhood. Turn on her music and she came to heel. 

Another resource for me was Carol Benjamin. I have her 1982 
book written with Cap’t Haggery, “Dog Tricks”. They describe 
teaching the hoop, and she illustrates fabulously, as always. Do 
you remember that Carol Benjamin wrote a mystery story with a 
basenji detective? She asked me lots of questions about the breed 
while researching it. I believe it was called, “This Dog for Hire,” 
published 1996.

I’ve been teaching my current dogs to jump the same hoop, and 
even jump through in tandem. One begins by resting the hoop on 
edge on the floor and luring the dog through, and back the other 
way, and then treat. Repeat this until the dog gets it, and then, with 
great patience, start lifting the hoop off of the ground, always 
holding the hoop at the top and switching hands as the dog goes 
back and forth. When the dog begins to actually jump, rather than 
walking through, one can add the word, “Hoopla”, and begin to 
hold the hoop on the side (rather than the top). 

Try it! It’s too much fun!

Bomabwa Blushing Bride, born in 1973, was on the roster of “All Tame Animals”. 
These are some of her promo shots. Blush was Susan’s first basenji.

Lloyd Steir’s dogs Greta (left) and Whiskey (right) were Susan’s introduction to 
really trained dogs. 

The latest generation of basenjis is still trained for “Hoopla!” using that same 1975 
embroidery hoop.  Gilda poses with it.

Freeze frame sequence of youngster Gilda’s “Hoopla!” lesson. Gilda’s mom, Fiddle, joins in, and then there is tandem “Hoopla!” Note the tail being unfurled by the hoop.
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By Linda Siekert

I was challenged by a Facebook friend to teach baby Ford a trick. 
I thought it would take months. Thankfully, it took just a matter 
of days.  Then I was challenged again, but this time with a much 
harder trick.  We rose to the challenge. 

Through trick training, I discovered a new way to communicate 
with Ford while building his confidence.  When I realized we could 
actually get a Trick Dog Champion Title, I made that our ultimate 
goal, to which we just achieved.  

While Trick Dog titles have finally arrived at the AKC, it all started 
with Kyra Sundance and her Do More With Your Dog!® trick dog 
program.  

In fact, those owners who started their trick dog training and 
earned titles through DMWYD! ® have until the end of 2017 to have 
those DMWYD! ® titles (through the Advanced level) recognized 
by the AKC  without need to duplicate tricks.  To earn the highest 
level AKC title - Trick Dog Performer (TKP) a video has to be 
submitted in addition to a DMWYD! ®  Expert or Trick Dog 
Champion title.  

There are currently four AKC Trick dog titles - trick lists can be 
found online. 

NOVICE TRICK DOG (TKN) The dog performs 10 skills from the 
Novice list. If a dog has a Canine Good Citizen (CGC) certificate 
or title on record at AKC, it can do 5 Novice tricks (CGC + 5) to 
earn the Novice title.

INTERMEDIATE TRICK DOG (TKI) The dog must have the Novice 
title, plus perform 10 Intermediate tricks.

ADVANCED TRICK DOG (TKA) The dog must have the 
Intermediate title, plus perform 5 tricks from the Advanced list.

TRICK DOG PERFORMER (TKP) In this title, handlers perform a 
short routine with at least 10 tricks previously learned.

 After 2017, AKC titles will only be earned by performing the tricks 
in the presence of an AKC Approved CGC Evaluator. The only 
exception is the TKP title where a video needs to be submitted for 
evaluation. 
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AKC NOVICE TRICKS 
By Susan Kamen Marsicano

I took 5 of my dogs to an AKC Trick Dog testing/evaluation. It was held 

at an agility facility, which was very convenient for my dogs, who know 

agility, as many of the tricks are based on stuff they already know. For 

the novice trick dog title, 5 tricks are required for dogs who have the 

CGC, and 10 tricks are required for dogs who do not have CGCs. Each 

trick must be done twice, so as to prove the first time was not a fluke, in 

front of the evaluator. They had great fun and all passed. I might have 

gone on to the intermediate level, but we ran out of time; so we’ll do 

that at the next opportunity. 

The novice level tricks are:

___ Balance beam (walk on low board a few inches off floor)

___ Bark on cue (“Speak”)

___ Crawl (dog on belly, crawls at least 5 feet)

___ Fetch it and give (ball, toy, etc – bring to handler, release)

___ Find it (find treat hidden under cup)

___ Get your ___________. (Leash, brush, name of toy)

___ Get in (gets in box)

___ Get on (gets on low platform or step - 4 paws)

___ Hand signals (down, sit, or come) ____________

___ High five

___ Hold (3 seconds)

___ Jump (thru a low hoop or over a low bar)

___ Kennel up (go in crate, stay in until released)

___ Kiss (point to cheek)

___ Paws up (2 front paws on low stool or step)

___ Push-ups (sit, down, sit, down, sit, down)

___ Shake hands

___ Spin in circle

___ Touch it (hand or target stick)

___ Tunnel (agility tunnel or child’s tunnel)

___ Other: Handler’s choice:___________

___ Other: Handler’s choice:___________

Gilda, my youngster, for example, did these: Walk on a plank (up-ramp 

dogwalk set between two low tables), cup trick (she picked the one 

with treat from 3 cups), Hand signal (down), Jump (agility wing jump 

set at low, at 8”, Puppy sits and downs, Spin in circles in front of me, 

Touch my palm, Tunnel – long agility tunnel, macaroni shape, Get on a 

platform (agility timeout table), and Handler’s choice, go back and forth 

through her hoop (the trick being the back and forth). The whole thing 

took a very short time, less than five minutes. 

Try it! Most of your dogs can do this stuff. And it’s fun for them.

NEW AKC PROGRAM

 Trick Dog

“Ford” ~ TDCH Sinbaje’s Africans Continue2Inspire RN NA NAJ CA TKP RATN 
NW2 shows off his DMWYD! Trick Dog Champion title. He was the first basenji to 
earn this title. Ford was also the first basenji to earn the AKC Trick Dog Performer 
title.

“Regan” ~ GCHB DC FoPaw’s Touch of Evil at Saorsa RA SC TKP MVB AOM 
ATD shows off her AKC Trick Dog Performer title certificate.  She was the second 
basenji to earn this title.

“Dog trainers tend to train the 
hardest when working toward a 
goal—it keeps them motivated, 

and focused ..... Teaching tricks 
establishes a pattern of learning, 

teaches skills and focus, is a 
positive method of training, and 
promotes a bond between canine 

and human. “ 
— DMWYD! ®  website
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Susan Marsicano and Gilda working in the cold and wet Trick dog class at a recent 
RVW club event.
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As with many other new activities I’ve tried with my dogs, it was 
my akita that I decided to try this with first. I thought maybe one of 
my basenjis could do it too.  There really isn’t much training to do 
for this title except being able to pass the CGC requirements.  For 
handlers, it’s a good idea to read over the rules.  I would say it’s like 
a combination of Rally and an ATTS temperament test.  

I was at a barn hunt a few months before the test and they had a 
donkey and a pen of ducks.  I thought, “let’s see how my girls react.”  
Well, let’s just say one dog failed miserably – totally out of control 
near the ducks, standing on her hind legs just hoping to get close 
enough to nab one.  My other girl who did have a CGC walked up 
to the donkey and kissed it, then went into heel mode and ignored 
the geese.  Decision made – it would be Velvet who got to go to the 
Farm Dog Certification (FDC) test.  

So off we went at 4:00 in the morning in the driving rain to 
Windsor, NY on Monday May 29, 2017.  Along the way, my GPS 
died and I found out I had a MapQuest app on my phone that 
worked.  Upon arriving at the farm, I could hear the sheep bleating 
and the rain hadn’t stopped.  My akita Bet was bouncing all over 
the place loving a new adventure.  Velvet wasn’t too thrilled with 
the puddles of mud.  I was wondering how much control I’d have 
over either dog.

The judges for the day were Stephanie Crawford and Marilyn 
Conner.  The tests were put on by the Susque-Nango Kennel Club.  
It was a first for both the club and the judges.  I have to say that the 
judges gave us a really thorough briefing, and we all got to ask a lot 
of questions.  The rules say flat collars – so what does that mean?  
Does it have to be a flat buckle collar?  No.  A flat martingale collar 
is fine.  What AKC wants to avoid is choke collars 
and prong collars.  There is nothing in the rules 
about dogs eliminating on the course – so, if your 
dog goes potty on the course it is not an NQ.  It 
should be said though that exercising your dog 
thoroughly before any event is a must.  

NEW AKC PROGRAM

Farm Dog Certification
By Jane Johnson

The club had decided to run the trials concurrently which saved a 
huge amount of time.  There was one judge for each trial and they 
alternated each test.  So Dog 1 for trial 1 with Stephanie Crawford 
was first then Dog 1 for trial 2 went next with Marilyn Conner.  The 
gate steward had the two trials posted with the running order and 
called up the dogs as needed.  Many people brought more than 
one dog, and we all accommodated those people by juggling the 
running order if there was a conflict.  The club had capped the trials 
at 20 dogs each.  There were no day of trial entries.  We started 
around 9:00 and were done by 12:30.  The club provided a delicious 
hot lunch too.  There were a variety of breeds of dogs taking the test 
that day.   

My dogs do barn hunt and both are well behaved on a leash, so I 
wasn’t too worried about a lot of the exercises.  My akita is an all-
weather dog, so the rain for her wasn’t a problem.  My biggest fear 
was that Velvet would fail at the “Pass Through a Gate” exercise. 
Would she wait in the rain if I gave her the stay command?   My 
biggest fear with my akita was that she would fail on the “Dog 
Approaches Livestock” exercise.  I knew she’d want to see what the 
sheep were all about, but would she leave them when I asked her to?

My akita passed with flying colors.  She had no problem leaving 
the livestock and didn’t even move when the little fluffy white dog 
tried to engage with her in the “Reaction to Another Dog” exercise.  
As Velvet’s turn came, the rain really started coming down.  My 
rain coat wasn’t doing a very good job of keeping me dry.  We 
greeted the judge who walked with us through the course, walked 
around the farm past a stranger, and then into the first barn.  The 
club used an x-pen for the “supervised separation” while I’ve heard 

AKC FARM DOG CERTIFIED TESTING
Complete details are available at http://www.akc.org/events/herding/
farm-dog-certified-test/

The Farm Dog Certified test is designed to assess the overall 
conduct of a dog within a typical farm environment.  The dog 
must demonstrate self-control when exposed to livestock and 
other unique sights, sounds and scents.  The dog should exhibit 
confidence and a willingness to comply with instruction when 
confronted with a variety of situations. 

TEST ELEMENTS   
1. GREET JUDGE – INITIAL DOG APPRAISAL 
2. PERFORM A WALKING PATTERN AROUND FARM ENVIRONMENT/ 

PASSIVE STRANGER 
3.  JUMP ON HAY/STRAW BALE 
4. WALK BY FARM ANIMALS (30 feet from fenced farm animals)
5. WALK OVER OR THROUGH UNUSUAL SURFACES  3 different 

surfaces: tarp, wood, “rural” terrain
6. SUPERVISED SEPARATION dog in free standing kennel/crate, 

handler out of sight for 2 minutes, dog may move but not appear 
frantic nor bark excessively

7. PASS THROUGH A GATE dog stays while handler opens/closes 
gate, dog passes through gate called by handler

8. HANDLER FEEDS LIVESTOCK dog stays 30 feet from animal 
enclosure while handler feeds animals through fencing

9. REACTION TO ANOTHER DOG another dog walks by 10 feet away
10. REACTION TO NOISE DISTRACTION any common farm sound, 

such as hammering nails, sawing wood, leaf blower, farm 
machine starting up, lawn mower, chain saw, air compressors, 
etc.

11. DOG APPROACHES LIVESTOCK enter/exit a fenced area with 
livestock in a separate inside enclosure

12. PHYSICAL EXAMINATION handler examines dog for plant 
material or other objects the dog may have collected while 
working on the farm

OVERALL ASSESSMENT 

 In addition to passing each element of the test, the Judge shall, at 
the end of the test, determine if the dog consistently exhibited 
traits that would distract from being a useful working farm dog.  
This might include incessant barking, chronic distraction, constant 
tugging on the leash, timidness, lack of interest, or over exuberance.  
This would address a situation whereas a dog may meet the 
minimum requirements for each test element but fail in the spirit of 
performing as a confident working partner on a farm.   At the end of 
the evaluation form, the Judge is asked to evaluate the dog’s overall 
performance.   

other clubs have used a large crate.  Velvet was fine waiting in the 
x-pen and then up onto the hay bales for a 10 second countdown.  
Walking out of the barn, we encountered the “Walk Over or 
Through Unusual Surfaces” which was a sheet of plastic, a piece of 
plywood, and, of course, a puddle of muddy water.  Velvet had to 
sit in the mud while I opened the gate, walked through it, and then 
called her to come with me.  I was so proud of her that she did what 
I asked in the driving rain.  We slogged up a hill past a large pen of 
ducks, me trying not to lose my mud boots and Velvet with her ears 
out to the sides with her head down willing the rain to stop.  As 
we went into the next barn, Velvet walked up to a large metal gate 
and peered through it to see about 20 sheep milling around.  A few 
moments later, I called her away and went to the tie out line to hook 
her up.  As I gave the sheep a small scoop of pellets, Velvet waited 
patiently just looking on.  She sat by my side as the fluffy white dog 
trotted back and forth in front of us.  We were instructed to go to a 
designated area as several farm machines were turned on and off to 
recreate typical farm noises.  The club had an agility pause table for 
us to put our dogs on for the physical examination.  When the judge 
gave me a high five, I knew we had passed.  What a terrific little dog 
my Velvet is. I couldn’t wait to get her back to the van to towel her 
off.  An hour later, we did it all again so both Bet and Velvet earned 
their AKC Farm Dog Certification titles.  

Velvet showing she is comfortable 
jumping up on hay bales.  She says, “It’s 

also an essential skill for barn hunt!”

Velvet makes friends with a donkey.

Velvet is ready for the gate to open.

 – 
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A few years ago, I felt unsure of whether or how to proceed with 
training our two basenjis in agility, rally or obedience.  It seemed 
like time to try some different approaches and see if I could build 
a better relationship with both Ozzie and Juju.  A trainer I’d been 
referred to suggested her nose work classes, and we were off on 
a journey into a different world.  One that required a new sort of 
teamwork.

At that time, only one organization -- National Association of 
Canine Scent  Work – (NACSW) was offering their method of 
nose work instruction and putting on trials.  Now there are several 
organizations, and AKC is the newest one and they call it Scent 
Work.  The sport is modeled on working search and rescue, drug, 
bomb, and human remains detection training.  

One dog at a time searches for either an essential oil scent, or their 
handler’s scent.  The scent is put on one or more q-tips or cotton 
swabs, held in a small tin, straw, or other item. A search area is set 
up with one or more of these scent items. For AKC Scent Work, the 
essential oils used are birch, anise, clove and cypress.  At the novice 
level, only birch is used.  For advanced it can be birch or anise, for 
Excellent they add clove, and for Masters they add cypress.  In this 

“odor search division,” types of searches are containers, interior, 
exterior, and – unique to AKC – buried hides.  

So you don’t need much equipment.  A six foot or longer lead, 
maybe a special collar or harness to orient the dog to what sport 
they are about to do, bottles of the essential oils, q-tips and some 
glass containers to store them in, and some small items to put 
a q-tip in for a search. For the novice buried hides, you need 
some plastic boxes of plain dirt.  And most people now training 
are putting the q-tips for the buried search in a small floral tube 
with fishing line attached to be able to pull it out when done.  
Competitors are also experimenting with ways to make small 
deep holes outside in soil for the more advanced buried searches 
outdoors.

The odor is in the same place for each team that competes, so trials 
rely on competitors not being able to watch the search by other 
teams, and not discussing it after they have finished a search.  It’s 
also not as much of a spectator sport as say agility, since the search 
areas don’t lend themselves to lots of people watching, and possibly 
disrupting the search area or distracting a dog.

Most searches are done on leash, and most competitors have the 
dog wear a special collar or harness to orient them to what they are 
about to do.  Searches are timed and at higher levels may include 
multiple hides in multiple areas, and sometimes “blank” rooms 

with no hides.  When your dog shows the change in behavior that 
is their indication they have found the odor, the handler has to say 

“alert.”  The judge can ask “where?” and the handler has to be able 
to pinpoint where the odor is verbally or by waving or pointing 
toward where they believe it is.  AKC will accept either active or 
passive alerts by the dog, as long as the handler can pinpoint where 
the odor is that the dog has found. 

In the process of training, I’ve learned what each of my dogs looks 
like when they are “in odor,” actively searching for the scent.  Ozzie 
has what’s called an active alert --- he tends to paw a box or other 
area close to the source of the scent.  Juju is Miss Subtle and I have 
to try to recognize a passive alert, a slight pause or lowering of her 
head followed by looking at me.  It’s been fun to see Juju, who had 
a sort of stage fright at the beginning, freezing when she saw the 
judge and observers, gaining confidence. She’s also figuring out 
that she has to communicate with me by staying at the source of the 
odor longer.

AKC’s program does not require any certification test before 
entering novice level trials.  In addition to searching for oil scents, 
there’s a handler discrimination division where the novice level 
involves finding a glove or sock scented only with the handler’s 
odor and hidden in one of several boxes.  Higher levels of that will 
require discriminating between the handler’s scent and that of all 
the other handlers! 

AKC SCENT WORK TITLES 
Title levels for the odor search division will be Novice, Advanced, 
Excellent, Master, and Elite.  There will also be a Detective Class for 
dogs that can do it all.  So, there will be lots of options for Ozzie and 
Juju when trials start up in our area.

You can get a Novice through Master title in each element 
(container, interior, exterior, buried) and move up as you get three 

qualifying scores in a trial.  Finishing all four elements at a level will 
get you an overall level title.  So for example, the container element 
titles will be 

Scent Work Container Novice (SCN) 

Scent Work Container Advanced (SCA) 

Scent Work Container Excellent (SCE) 

Scent Work Container Master (SCM) 

And the overall level titles for the combination of  all 4 elements 
will be:

Scent Work Novice (SWN) 

Scent Work Advanced (SWA) 

Scent Work Excellent (SWE) 

Scent Work Master (SWM)

10 qualifying scores at a level/element will get you an Elite title for 
that element and level.  The Scent Work Detective (SWD) title will 
be granted when ten qualifying scores are earned in the Scent Work 
Detective class.

All qualifying scores can be from one judge, and judges are allowed 
to have their own students in trials they judge.  Clubs are applying 
to hold trials now, many judges have already been certified 
(usually with either professional detection dog experience, or AKC 
tracking or other organization nose work experience). Trials can 
be held starting October 1, though there’s a special first trial at the 
EUKANUBA Performance Games – Sept 14-17 in Wilmington, 
OH.

Ozzie (FC Undercover Osiris of Oz CD RA CGC), our tri boy,  
and Juju (DC Kiroja Undercover Legend), our brindle girl, both 
have NACSW and UKC titles, and we look forward to trying 
out the new AKC program, including buried hides and handler 
discrimination.  Ozzie already has experience dumping over plastic 
containers of dirt while practicing!  It should be a fun journey.

NEW AKC PROGRAM

Scent 
Work
BY KRISTINE DOUGHERTY

Facing page: Ozzie practicing containers outdoors. Left: Scent work travel 
kit containing all 4 odors for AKC. Right: Juju working exteriors at a trial 
in Jacksonville, FL.
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MID-ATLANTIC 
BASENJI CLUB 
Karen Hutchison
717-468-6194
karenskarnak@aol.com

WILLAMETTE 
VALLEY BASENJI 
CLUB
Kathy Britton
503-839-0208
bennyburnerbono@aol.com

GREATER 
CHICAGOLAND 
BASENJI CLUB 
Sue Joyner
815-485-8592
ms_joyner@comcast.net

RIP VAN WRINKLE 
BASENJI CLUB 
Susan Marsicano
845-679-8893
sueapu@apuBasenjis.com

HIGH COUNTRY 
BASENJI CLUB
Pat Bird
303-981-2891
patbird27@gmail.com

BASENJI CLUB OF 
SOUTHEASTERN 
WISCONSIN 
Karla Schreiber 
newworldbasenjis@sbcglobal.net

EVERGREEN 
BASENJI CLUB 
Katie Campbell
206-914-5798
taji@ktcampbell.com

AUSTIN BASENJI 
CLUB 
Diane Laue
512-288-3513
Mike Graves
mlgraves2@gmail.com

BASENJI CLUB OF 
NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA
Eunice Ockerman
408-368-8040
euniceockerman@gmail.com

SOUTH COAST 
BASENJI FANICERS
Holly Benton-Lumanauw
909-437-4720
soleilBasenjis@msn.com

COPPER STATE 
BASENJI CLUB
Tari Parish
badoglady@hotmail.com

SHOW ME BASENJI 
CLUB 
Janice Kahl
314-713-5884
jadakabasenjis@aol.com
jkahl@sbpis.com

ROUTE  BASENJI 
CLUB 
Jessica Ryno
314-606-0205
batcaveBasenjis@yahoo.com

DALLAS/FORT WORTH 
BASENJI CLUB
Fran Medley
972-495-5457
k9medley@verizon.net

LEGEND
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Affi  liate Clubs

By LeeBeth Cranmer

Th e BCOA has several affi  liated clubs spread out across 
the country. Chances are there is one near you. Th ere are 
14 affi  liated clubs listed on the BCOA website (htt ps://
www.basenji.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_
contact&view=category&catid=74&Itemid=339) ; however, some 
have folded in the last couple of years.  Th e loss of an affi  liated club 
is always a sad event. On the national level, the fewer affi  liated clubs 
there are, the less likely there is to be a group willing to undertake 
any kind of specialty, especially one as huge as a National.

Th at aside, however, I’ve always believed it is at the individual level 
that the affi  liated clubs play their most important role. Affi  liated 
clubs are small enough that members can get to know each other 
and provide support to each other. People who are new to Basenjis 
oft en feel less intimidated by affi  liated clubs than they do by the 
national club. I know I would never have joined the BCOA if I 
hadn’t joined the Mid-Atlantic Basenji Club fi rst. It was through 
my MABC activities that I became interested enough in the breed 
and comfortable enough with other fanciers to join the BCOA. 
I’m sure that is true for many others. If you do not belong to an 
affi  liated club, I hope you will consider some of the advantages of 
joining and help our remaining affi  liated clubs thrive. 

BENEFITS OF BEING AN AFFILIATED CLUB MEMBER
• Most have club meeting at least 3 times a year where it is easy 

to get to know other basenji owners and celebrate our favorite 
breed.

• Since the clubs are regional, chances are members will run into 
each other oft en at dog shows, trials and other venues. For a 
newbie to the breed, seeing a familiar face at the ring can be 
invaluable. Nothing calms the nerves like a greeting and a 
smiling face. Even if someone is not new to the sport of dogs, 

Why Join a BCOA-Affi  liated Club?

knowing that they will be seeing friends at ringside is one of the 
more eff ective incentives for gett ing up at 3:00 AM and driving 
5 hours to a show!

• Many clubs have email groups or Facebook pages that they use 
to ask each other questions about Basenjis and to keep in touch. 

• Clubs oft en hold Fun Matches/Trials or regular matches/trials 
where members, puppies and veterans can practice without 
pressure. 

• Some clubs hold wonderful Specialties. Even if a member 
doesn’t show dogs, these specialties off er members a chance to 
cheer on friends and see beautiful examples of the breed.

• Most affi  liated clubs emphasize education whether it is through 
breed education booths at events or through publications. 
Members get the chance to go out into the public to talk about 
our unique and wonderful breed and to meet other people with 
basenjis. Members who are artists and writers have a chance to 
use and hone their skills through club publications.

• Th ese clubs provide a perfect sett ing for BCOA members to 
learn leadership skills as each has offi  cers and a board. Th ere is 
also the opportunity to work on local committ ees which may 
lead to an interest in serving at the national club level.

• Most importantly, affi  liated clubs off er members a more 
intimate group sett ing than the national club in which to make 
life-long friends who support and encourage each other in and 
outside the sport.

If you are not an affi  liated club member, it is my hope you will 
explore joining one near you. If someone asks you why they should 
become a member of an affi  liated club, I hope you will share some 
of the reasons above with them. I’m sure you can think of even 
more, also! Let’s keep our affi  liated clubs strong for our sake and for 
theirs. 

MABC members hike at Pine Grove Furnace State Park in Cumberland County, PA, in October 2016.  Members include: Jim and Chris Maxka with Chui, Darlin' 
McDaniel with Sherlock& Patrick McDaniel with Azizi, Gail Dluzeski with Blaze and Katie, LeeBeth Cranmer with Pilot and Jane Johnson's Jules, Rich Terry with Max 
and Karen Terry with Eva. 

 J A N E  J O H N S O N
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Sticks!
Walk softly, and carry a big stick
with our apologies to President Teddy Roosevelt, who originally 
said, “Speak softly and carry a big stick.” 

Zen is well known for her affinity for, um, branches. 
P H OTO S  B Y  M AT T  G E R D E S .

Kimber and Magenta 
coordinate holding their 

stick (right) before seeking 
out a “Brace with Stick” 

competition (below). 
P H OTO S  B Y  K A R L A  S C H R E I B E R .

It’s never too early to start! 

Bille Jean and Shaker’s pups 
enjoy sticks at just 10 weeks old. 

P H OTO  B Y  L AU R I E  G R E G O R Y.

More puppies get into the 
act.  Fancy Man, Sanders, and 
Puzzle learn to share even 
before kindergarten (left).

Before long, though, Puzzle 
wants to have the stick to 
himself (below).  Sanders 
tries to pounce while Fancy 
Man ambushes from behind
P H OTO S  B Y  S U Z A N N E  L A  C R O I X .

Puzzle teases 
Sanders (left). 
Surely, this will 
lead to another 
game of chase 
(right).



42 BCOA Bulletin  (MAY/JUN/JUL/AUG 2017) BCOA Bulletin  (MAY/JUN/JUL/AUG 2017) 43visit us online at www.basenji.org www.facebook.com/basenji.org

Everyone has heard the story of dog domestication. “They” say it’s 
a story of how humans captured and tamed wolves and set them 
on the path to domestication somewhere, at some time, more than 
10,000 years ago. Hunter/gatherers brought back wolf cubs to their 
camps and raised them up as tamed members of their human packs. 
These tamed wolves would aid in hunting and guarding the camp, 
with humans eventually shaping these wild canids into the lovable 
dogs sitting in our living rooms today.

But what if “they” got it wrong? What if “they” have perpetuated a 
mythology long on speculation and short on facts? What if there’s 
more to the story than meets the eye?

These are the questions Janice Koler-Matznick began asking herself 
decades ago. A biologist and animal behaviorist, she spent quite 
a bit of time around canids of various species, including domestic 
dogs, coyotes, and wolf hybrids. She knew from this first-hand 
experience that wild canids do not necessarily fit neatly into human 
society. She understood how difficult it would be to purposefully 
incorporate wild canids into ancient human groups. Wolves and 
their wild kin tend to be wary, destructive, hyper-reactive, and 
independent thinkers. These are not traits you would want in a 
predator running around the camp in close proximity to infants or 
small children with minimal means of containment. 

One of her first forays into the subject was a presentation back in 
1993 at the annual meeting of the Southwestern Anthropological 
Society. Her presentation was entitled “Why There Are No Wolf 
Acts at the Circus.”  Lions, tigers, and bears? Yes. Wolves? No. But, 
why? Weren’t wolves the ancestors of man’s best friend? Weren’t 
they basically the same? 

Wanting to learn more about the dog’s hidden origins, she turned 
to the most primitive dogs she could find—New Guinea Dingoes. 
These primitive dogs, along with their larger cousins, the Australian 
Dingo, are as close as one can get in modern times to ancient dogs. 
She spent decades observing and interacting with them at her 
home in Oregon. 

The more she learned and observed, the more she realized these 
were not the descendants of tamed wolves. They were unique in 
their abilities and behaviors and represented something different 
from the gray wolf. This led her to three fundamental ideas:

1. The wolf is not the direct ancestor of the dog;
2. The human and dog relationship started well before 15,000 

years ago; and
3. This relationship began when the dog voluntarily attached itself 

to human society.

Decades later, Koler-Matznick has finally laid out her detailed 
research in an attempt to prove these three ideas. She calls 
these fundamentals the “Natural Species Hypothesis.” And this 
hypothesis is the basis of her new book, Dawn of the Dog: The 
Genesis of a Natural Species.

This book is filled with scientific research, and, according to the 
author, will not be an “easy read” for some. She says it is meant 
to inform, not merely to entertain. Despite that, the book is a 
fascinating look at the origins of the dog, and the reader will enjoy 
the natural flow of the text as the author builds to her most logical 
conclusion of how dogs came to be. 

In a nutshell, her “Natural Species Hypothesis” states that the 
dog was a dog before man got involved. A distinct natural species, 
closely related to the wolf, emerged somewhere in Southeast Asia. 
This smaller, generalist predator species began attaching itself to 
migrating human groups around 50,000 years ago. From there, 
dogs followed their human companions to every corner of the 
world.

Each chapter is supported by notes and a bibliography section for 
further research and reference. This allows the reader the courtesy 
of the author’s sources as well as her notes on the information 
included in each chapter.

The final section of the book is devoted to primitive and aboriginal 
dogs from around the world, including the Africanis, Canaan Dog, 
Formosan Mountain Dog, Indian Native Dog, and the Inuit Dog. 
The chapter on Central African Dogs (Basenjis) was contributed 
by well-known and respected Basenji enthusiast and importer, Jo 
Thompson, PhD.

The book is beautifully illustrated and is being recognized for 
both its aesthetics and content. Dawn of the Dog earned a first 
place in the animals/pets category in the 2017 Next Generation 
Indie Book Awards, as well as a bronze medal in the Independent 
Publisher Book Awards. It was one of four finalists in the reference 
book category in the annual Dog Writers Association of America 
competition.

Dawn of the Dog: The Genesis of a Natural Species by Janice 
Koler-Matznick (Cynology Press, 2016)

BOOK REVIEW

Dawn of the Dog:  
The Genesis of a Natural Species

Book by Janice Koler-Matznick

Review by Steven Robinson

This dog’s family was captured in the Kimberly District and taken away. 
He habituated to the presence of the photographer. LY N  WAT S O N
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According to Wikipedia, a genetic bottleneck is a sharp reduction 
in the size of a population due to environmental events (such as 
earthquakes, floods, fires, disease or droughts) or human activities 
(such as genocide).   For example, 70,000 years ago a supervolcano 
erupted in Indonesia, and nearly caused the extinction of the 
human species.  Scientists believe that as few as 10,000 people 
survived on the entire planet, an incalculable loss of human 
genetic diversity.  After a bottleneck, the remaining individuals 
contain only a small portion of the genetic variation of the original 
population.  Genes are lost.  

You don’t have to be in Basenjis very long before you hear of the 
Basenji genetic bottleneck of the 1980s.  But was it a true bottleneck, 
or something else? 

The original export of Basenjis out of Africa in the early 20th 
century did create a true bottleneck scenario in the exported 
population.  From the unknown numbers of Basenjis living in 
the Congo and the South Sudan, the breed was established in the 
Western world using only the seven Blean dogs plus Amatangazig, 
all imported to England between 1937 and 1939.  Theirs were the 
genes, the only genes, from the original African gene pool, that 
went into the formation of the modern Basenji.  Other imported 
Basenjis did not survive the trip, or the vaccinations; one or two 
more were bred once, but their line was not continued.   Some dogs 
were rejected from breeding because of atypical traits, such as large 
size, or a tendency to bark.  

The modern Basenji breed type was established through the intense 
inbreeding of the Blean dogs.  For example, Kwango, a Bongo x 
Bereke son, was bred to a Bongo x Bokoto daughter, producing 

A Basenji Bottleneck?
By Chris Maxka and Jeffrey Gillespie 

Managing breeds for long-term survival is a difficult balancing act.  Breeds must retain their predictability, 

based on relative genetic uniformity, in order to be useful.  In addition, they must retain levels of genetic 

variability that provide for adaptation and viability.  Close attention must be paid to bottlenecks, founder effect 

and the relative contribution of individuals to the next generation of animals. (Sponenberg 110)

PERSPECTIVES

KooKoo who was then bred back to her sire, Kwango.  Although 
this father-daughter breeding produced two off-color creams, it 
also produced Kinga of the Congo, who set Basenji type on every 
subsequent Basenji.  Between 1940 and 1945, the years of World 
War II, Kinga sired 27 litters out of 17 bitches, some of whom were 
his own daughters.  With the addition of Amatangazig, who was 
bred to Kinga twice, this was the entire Basenji gene pool, with 
almost no exceptions.  

In 1941, two more Basenjis, Kindu and Kasenyi, arrived in the 
United States with a shipment of gorillas.  Their offspring, Kingolo, 
provided additional genetic input as he sired 12 litters, including 
one out of his littermate.  Ten more years passed without fresh 
genes, until 1952 when Wau of the Congo was imported, and 
eventually sired nine litters.  In 1959, Veronica Tudor-Williams 
travelled to the South Sudan and imported a single bitch, 
Fula, whose elegance, exquisite type, and sweet temperament 
transformed the breed even though she had only two litters.  

That is, essentially, the extent of the founding genetic population.  

Nonetheless, from this initial bottleneck, Basenjis became an 
established breed, prospered, and developed numerous distinct 
lines in Britain and America.   

So what happened in the 1980s?  It is widely perceived that this 
decade was marked by an extensive loss of diversity in American 
Basenjis.  But if this was a bottleneck, it was not of the classic 
sort.  There was no natural disaster that destroyed all but a few 
individuals, no dramatic decrease in the overall population.  
Nonetheless, most fanciers agree that the Basenji gene pool 
narrowed significantly .  Why?

Opposite page: Fula of the Congo 
imported from South Sudan by 
Veronica Tudor-Williams in 1959. 

Left: Bongo of Blean, whelped 
in 1937.

Right: Bereke of Blean showing 
characteristic wrinkle.
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Some breeders have pointed to the development of a DNA test 
for Hemolytic Anemia (HA).  HA was the worst kind of disease, 
resulting from a genetic recessive, for which there was no cure, and 
which resulted in sick and dying puppies.  Breeders were desperate 
to identify carriers of the disease and eliminate the heartbreaking 
gene.  Shortly after 1970, a DNA test was developed by Dr. Russell 
Brown, which allowed breeders to identify and avoid breeding 
carriers.  I was a novice at the time, but I watched my mentors, 
Barbara Fay (Kenara), Sheila Smith (Tennji), and Melody Russell 
(Romel/Fanfare), as first the grandmother of my bitch was tested 
to be a carrier, then the dam of my bitch, and then, my bitch, my 
first Basenji, as well as her beautiful son.  All of us spayed or 
neutered our carriers.  In recent years, breeders have argued that 
this was a mistake, resulting in a drastic narrowing of the basenji 
gene pool.  But I was there, I knew the breeders, and this was not 
my experience.  While I did not breed my bitch again, nor her 
handsome son, I did breed his sister who was tested clear for HA.  
My fledgling line went on, and continues to this day, 20 generations 
later.  

Looking back, we did not experience a sharp decrease in the size 
of the breeding population.  Although many fine show prospects 
were not shown, or bred from, most breeders simply bred the clear 
littermates of the carriers, and this terrible disease was essentially 
eliminated.  Today, Hemolytic Anemia, once so prevalent, is not 
even one of the five diseases required to be tested for by the BCOA 
in order to get a Canine Health Information Center (CHIC) 
number  (see below).  We should be thankful 
to the diligent breeders who at great cost and 
sacrifice  accomplished this, so that breeders 
today do not have to test for HA.

So if breeding away from HA did not create the perceived loss of 
diversity during the 1980s, what did cause the so-called Basenji 
bottleneck?  A well-known after-effect of a genetic bottleneck is 
that any deleterious genes which remain in the remnant population 
become concentrated, and quickly become widespread. Basenji 
breeders today often draw a line from the Basenji “bottleneck” in 
the 1980s to the explosion of the Fanconi Syndrome in the 1990s, 
which at one point either affected or was carried by over 50% of 
the Basenji population.  It is important to correctly identify how 
Fanconi Syndrome became so prevalent, so quickly.  And if it was 
not brought on by the steps taken to rid the breed of Hemolytic 
Anemia, then what did cause the seemingly rapid presentation of 
the disease?  Is there another explanation?  

Could it be that the so-called Basenji bottleneck was not a 
bottleneck at all, but a severe loss of genetic diversity resulting from 
another well-known phenomenon, the Popular Sire Syndrome? 
According to Drs. Phillip Sponenberg and Donald Bixby of the 
Livestock Breeds Conservancy, 

The popularity of a given male may be such that many breeders 
use him, or his sons.  This can easily swamp a breed, and is a 
major problem in some purebred dog populations.  Show ring 
success is commonly the underlying reason for a sire’s popularity.  
In many cases breeders have discovered only in later generations 
a genetic problem has been identified with some such popular 

sires – and by that time eliminating the problem has become a 
major logistical headache because of his influence throughout 
the breed.  (83)

The Dalmatian provides an example of how this can happen.   
Dalmatians were bred from a common finite inbred set of ancestors 
that were preferred for their extreme white piebald and bold black 
markings.  But choosing for phenotype - those bold intense clear 
spots - also unknowingly fixed the recessive trait for High Uric 
Acid (HUA) production throughout the entire breed.  Normal dogs 
produce 10 to 60mg of uric acid per day.  HUA Dalmatians produce 
400 to 600mg per day which, when managed incorrectly, can lead 
to urate stone formation mostly in the bladder and life threatening 
blockages.

A few specific dogs with the desired bold markings were bred to 
intensively, but in selecting for the show ring flash, genetic diversity 
was lost, and in this case “diversity” included dogs that did not 
carry the gene for High Uric Acid.  It is unclear exactly when the 
Low Uric Acid (LUA) gene was completely lost, possibly during 
the 1920s or 1930s, but sometime before 1960, the homozygous 
recessive gene for HUA was fixed in the Dalmatian.  The entire 
breed was then vulnerable to High Uric Acid, which exemplifies 
the “major logistical headache” of which Sponenberg warns.  Every 
Dalmatian born was now homozygous recessive for High Uric 
Acid; there were no clear Dalmatians left.  

Continued from: A Basenji Bottleneck?

The High Uric Acid gene was identified as a simple recessive 
in 1938, but it wasn’t until 2006 that Dr. Dannika Bannasch 
discovered the mutated gene SLC2A9 on REN153P03 located 
on CFA03.  This was a direct gene test to determine if the correct 
dominant gene for urinary metabolism was present and in a 
heterozygous or homozygous state.  It became possible to verify at a 
young age HUA/LUA status.   

Meanwhile, in a radical, but far-seeing move some 30 years earlier, 
Dr. Robert Schiable had bred his Dalmatian bitch to another 
breed, a Pointer, to acquire the gene for normal Low Uric Acid 
(LUA).  Schiable kept only the offspring with normal levels of Uric 
Acid, and bred them back to AKC Dalmatians, thus starting the 
backcross project, which continues to this day.  LUA Dalmatians 
oftentimes have less intense markings but every generation shows 
improvement. 

The Dalmatian example shows how repeatedly breeding to a few 
specific dogs for a desirable trait can lead an entire breed into such 
a genetic dead end that new genetic importation, in their case, a 
Pointer outcross, was necessary to save the breed.  Somewhere 
in the 1980s, the Basenji, too, had lost so much diversity that the 
Fanconi Syndrome had become a similar looming genetic dead end.  
In our case, we were uniquely fortunate that the original diverse 
gene pool still existed in Africa, and that breeders were able to 
import new stock from that source.

But before we go on, we should take a long look at the recent past 
of our collective breeding history.  A good place to begin looking 
is the Stud Dog Honor Roll, rearranged in the order of how many 
litters each stud sired.

• Dog 1: 48 litters
• Dog 2: 44 litters
• Dog 3:  42 litters
• Dog 4: 39 litters
• Dog 5: 35 litters
• Dog 6: 34 litters
• Dog 7: 32 litters
• Dog 8: 31 litters
• Dog 9: 28 litters
• Dog 10: 27 litters
• Dog 11: 27 litters

(Note: Litter counts were constructed using Sally Wallis’ basenji pedigree 
database.  These litter counts may be off by one or two, as some litters may not 
have been registered.)

Littermates Romel’s Chorister (L) and Romel’s 
Charisma (R) were both over halfway to their AKC 

championships when first their granddam, then their 
dam, then they themselves were tested to be carriers 

of Hemolytic Anemia (HA).  They were neutered 
and spayed.  Charisma already had one litter, and her 

progeny carry on today, 20 generations later, in the 
SunDiata line.

Side by side example of Dalmatians with 
the High Uric Acid (HUA) gene, left, 
and Low Uric Acid (LUA) gene, right.

The five tests required for a CHIC number in 

Basenjis are:

• Fanconi Syndrome (DNA)
• Progressive Retinal Atrophy (DNA)
• Ophthalmic (Eye) certification
• Hip Dysplasia (X-Ray)
• Thryroid
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The next step is to determine if any of these stud dogs are related, 
and how?  A not-so-quick, but not exhaustive pedigree scan reveals 
AT LEAST:

• Dog 1 is the double grandson of Dog 2
• Dogs 2 and 5 are sired by the same dog
• Dog 4 includes Dog 5 at least 13x in the pedigree
• Dog 6 is the son of Dog 2
• Dog 7 is the double grandson of Dog 5
• Dog 8 includes Dogs 10 (4x), 2 (6x), and 6 in six generations
• Dog 9 includes Dogs 1 (2x), 2 (7x), 5, 4, and 7 in six 

generations
• Dog 10 is the grandson of Dog 2
• Dog 11 is the son of Dog 1

Only one of the eleven dogs, a dog born a decade before the rest, is 
not directly related to one or more of the others.  For approximately 
25 years, starting around 1970, these 10 closely related studs 
increasingly dominated the Basenji gene pool, siring approximately 
387 litters , crowding out other lines.  

According to Sponenberg, there are two types of inbreeding.  The 
first, 

inbreeding within a [line] is little threat to the overall genetic 
health of the breed.  This is true because other [lines] are either 
being outbred or are being inbred to different individuals.  
As long as the inbreeding is not the result of the same few 
individuals across the entire breed, then the breed is relatively 
safe and probably not losing much genetic variation. (77)

However, Dr. Sponenberg warns, there is another type of 
inbreeding that is far more insidious, and dangerous to breed 
preservation: inbreeding that is breed-wide.  

Inbreeding is much more problematic when it is uniformly 
distributed across an entire breed rather than within separate 
[lines].  When inbreeding is uniform at the breed level it is nearly 
impossible to avoid its consequences.  If all breeders pursue 
the same successful bloodlines and individual animals, then 
the result is that the entire breed is being inbred in the same 
direction.  (77)

More than a few American Basenji breeders of the 1970s and 
1980s made the same choice as the Dalmatian breeders, and their 
collective breeding decisions led to a loss of genetic diversity across 
the breed  Just as repetitive breeding to the same few dogs led to 
the High Uric Acid gene completely blanketing the Dalmatian 
breed, so too did extensive breeding to the same few Basenji 
studs lead to the Fanconi Syndrome becoming widespread in our 
breed.  Fortunately, Basenji breeders stopped short of completely 
blanketing the gene pool with carriers (wherein all litters for a 
generation would have had the possibility of producing affected 
offspring) -  the DNA test for Fanconi arrived just in time !

Subsequently, Basenji breeders have developed a greater awareness 
of the need for genetic diversity and, for the most part, have been 
avoiding the Popular Sire Syndrome.  Since 1989, only one new 
stud has moved onto the popular sires list.  Basenji breeders 
unknowingly approached the abyss, but just in time, stepped back.   

The unique story of the modern Basenji is that dogs from the 
original gene pool continue to live in Africa, and breeders have 
been able to add to their gene pool by importing new dogs.  In 
fact, the number of dogs that have been imported from Africa 
since 1989 outnumbers the original founders.  Breeding to these 
new dogs is an instant genetic game-changer, unique in the canine 
world.  

According to Sponenberg, an inbred line can be linecrossed to a 
second but unrelated…line, and all of the inbreeding that is built 
up vanishes in the next (linecrossed) generation. (77)  He cautions 
us, however, that a backcross to either parental line will assure that 
inbreeding is once again occurring, so wisdom and close management 
are needed if the goal is continued assurance that outcrosses are 
available to every animal in the breed.  (77)

The best approach for breed-wide genetic diversity is for breeders 
to maintain separate foundation lines.  Very few truly separate 
lines remain from the original 1930s stock, although they do exist.  
Some lines should remain “purist,” incorporating no new African 
imports.  Other lines can be formed by blending a “purist” line with 
one or more of the African imports.  A third, fourth, or fifth line 
could concentrate the genes of one or two or three of the African 
imports.  Each colony should be maintained separately, linebred on 
different foundation stock.  

Unfortunately, in their eagerness to make use of the genes of the 
seven Avongara imports of the 1980s, many American breeders did 
not maintain separate colonies.  Today, 30 years later, the genetic 
contributions of these seven individuals have almost all been 
blended into one line.  There is no longer any way to linebreed or 
inbreed on only one or two of those imports, unless one can find 

Kwango of the Congo (left) with his daughter (and mate) 
Kookoo of the Congo.  Kwango was a son of Bongo of 
Blean out of Bereke of Blean, while Kookoo was a double 
granddaughter of Bongo of Blean.  Early breedings from the 
original Blean imports were extremely close, in order to set 
breed type.  Kwango and Kookoo’s son, Kinga of the Congo, 
born in 1939, was the most commonly used sire of his time, 
forever stamping his type into the breed.

the few remaining samples of frozen semen.  Fortunately, this is not 
true, not yet, of the more recent African imports.  It is still possible 
to create unique gene pools that exclude other imports, and to 
create unique maternal and paternal lines from these imports.  

For example, I could take my line, breed to one of the imports, then 
linebreed on that combination.  You could take your line, breed to 
a different import, and also linebreed on your combination.  No 
matter how closely we breed within our own lines, so long as we 
maintain separate lines, there is no loss of genetic material across 
the breed.  If one of us breeds into a blind alley, we can cross to the 
other, thereby regaining viability.  What we must not do, is breed 
every line to the same few individuals.

So yes, the Basenji breed has experienced a bottleneck, but it was 
the first one – a founder’s effect - the original importation of only a 
few dogs from which to construct a breed.  The later loss of genetic 
diversity, however, was not due to a bottleneck, but to a classic 
example of Popular Sire Syndrome.  Because there are still native 
Basenjis in Africa, however, nature and fortune have provided a 
pathway for longterm sustainability of the breed, if used wisely.  
Today’s breeders have the opportunity to improve and maintain a 
viable population of basenjis that can remain healthy indefinitely.  

REFERENCES:

Sponenberg, DVM, PhD, D. Phillip., and Bixby, DVM, Donald E., Managing Breeds 

for a Secure Future: Strategies for Breeders and Breed Associations.  The American 

Livestock Breeds Conservancy, Pittsboro, North Carolina.  2007

Basenji Pedigree Search: An Internet service provided by Zande Basenjis.    http://

www.pedigrees.zandebasenjis.com/

Private conversation with Beverly Bland, Brushy Run Basenjis, breeder of 1980s 

Avongaras

Kwango of the Congo and, one of his mates, Kasui of 
the Congo. These are first generation offspring of two 

Blean dogs.

Kwango is by Bongo of Blean out of Bereke of Blean.  
Bongo and Bereke were both born in Africa.

Kasui is by Bachwa of Blean (litter mate of Kwango) 
out of Bokoto of Blean (born in Africa).

Continued from: A Basenji Bottleneck?
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On Christmas Eve 2016, Rob Freedman and Nathaniel 
Lewis left San Francisco International Airport and traveled to 
Kampala, Uganda where they met up with RainShine advisor, 
Apollo Kaggwa. Once their luggage caught up with them, the 
three traveled overland via the KK Traveler Bus to the Uganda/
DR Congo border zone, Vurra. This is their story.

We arrived in Dungu on the night of December 30. The trip had 
been a long one from the border at Aru; it involved two busses 
and many stops for the driver and mechanics to make repairs to 
the Dieu Merci bus. Once we reached Dungu, we were provided a 
much-welcomed warm meal by the Dungu-Doruma Diocese and 
shown to our rooms for the night. Morning light revealed us to 
be in a simple walled community; busy with the daily life of the 
Diocese. We were happy to finally meet in person, the Chancellor 
of Dungu-Doruma Diocese, Abbot John of God, RainShine’s new 
administrative partner in the region.  

After spending New Year’s Eve with the Diocese and purchasing 
our supplies for Epi in the local markets, our group of 6 departed 
in a Toyota Hilux. This trek through jungle along muddy “roads” 
on our way to Epi took us through the towns of Tapili, Poko, and 
Amadi. We averaged 12 mph during our travels to Epi, the fastest 
run was the final 80 km from Amadi to Epi. 

On the way, we encountered stranded South Sudanese refugees, 
many militia operated and official police checkpoints, and remote 
villages, some only accessible by foot, with welcoming villagers and 
their dogs. 

We arrived Epi, January 3, and were warmly greeted just outside 
of the village by a teacher and the chief of Epi. Word of our travels 
moved faster than we did! We were shown to John Valk’s hunting 
cabin located on the edge of the village, closest to the Uele River. 
We wasted no time and started our day with a meeting with the 
headmaster followed by an hour long meeting with the teachers. 
On the agenda was everything from how we will operate going 

forward together to their short and long-term goals for their 
community. The goal of this trip, beyond delivery of more goods 
and salaries, was relationship building. We wanted to listen to what 
the teachers and parents need for their school. RainShine is there 
to facilitate and advise, the priorities are theirs to establish. 

As a group, we set these goals over the next few years:

• Build a High Frequency Radio so the village can communicate 
with Dungu and other villages directly. This will allow for 
RainShine to communicate directly with the school on a more 
regular basis. Additionally, the school can use the radio in the 
case of emergency to solicit help. 

• Develop a solar mini-grid system to bring lights and USB 
charging stations to the school. This will enable the teachers 
to prepare lessons at night, evening tutoring, and to power the 
battery-operated learning tools (calculators and CD/MP3 
players) and eventually computers.

• Build new classrooms, in phases, on the new land granted to 
RainShine by the Chief of Epi. 

We left Epi and made our way back to Dungu via Niangara as the 
road conditions had deteriorated further in the direction of Poko. 
After a few days of bouncing around in the 4x4, passing through 
the southern edge of Garamba National Park, we found ourselves 
standing at the border crossing in Aru, DRC waiting for the gates 
to open.

RAINSHINE BOARD TRIP TO EPI

We’re Not There Yet, But We’re 
Getting Closer
By Rob Freedman and Nathaniel Lewis

Facing Page: Dieu Merci bus Broken Down Just South of 
Faradje. It is the only bus that runs from Watsa to Dungu. 
Breakdowns are common.

Above: Epi School teachers and staff with Rob Freedman and 
Nathaniel Lewis From RainShine. 

Below: One of the dogs we met in the village of Epi, near John 
Valk’s cabin.
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RainShine Spring Supply Run
One of the challenges working in the DR Congo is the remoteness 
and horrible road conditions which make getting to and from 
our schools difficult for volunteers and staff. As part of our new 
partnership with the Dungu-Doruma Diocese, we are able to make 
quarterly visits to the schools, ensuring projects move forward and 
our teachers receive the support they need in a more timely fashion. 
The second of such quarterly trips took place in May. 

This winter, we raised enough funds to award the teachers and 
headmaster a new Senke motorbike.  The school and village was 
without any motorized transportation. The roads and jungle tracks 
in this area are often only passable by foot or motorbike. Having 
access to a motorbike will help the teachers and headmaster make 
their own supply runs into the town of Amadi, 80 km away. Amadi 
has the closest cellular service to Epi. The teachers can drive there 
to send messages to RainShine or the outside world in the case of 
an emergency; that is, until we build the High Frequency Radio.

We are grateful for the support of our donors from the Basenji 
community who enabled us to send to Epi school medical supplies, 
teacher salaries, and two soccer balls for the students. 

Future Board Trips
We are now in the planning phase of our 2018 trip to Epi. In 
February/March 2018, RainShine board director Ethel Blair will 
lead a group to Epi. This group’s goal is to spend two weeks onsite 
in Epi working on school improvements including laying the 
foundation (and hopefully, some walls) for the new classrooms. 

Furthermore, Ethel and a group of volunteers will be surveying the 
area for future projects and deepening our relationships with Epi 
community leaders. 

While we have made great progress in the 5 years since RainShine’s 
founding, we are not there yet. All of our work in the Epi school 
and community could not be done without the generous support 
of donors like you. There are many ways to support The RainShine 
Foundation. We accept checks, PayPal, and use the online donation 
tool, YouCaring. Details about all of which can be found at www.
rainshinefound.org. We are also looking for corporate sponsorships 
for our larger capital improvement projects at Epi. Contact us at 
rainshinefound@gmail.com or mail us at 2079 Reseda Way Antioch, 
CA 94509 with any questions, or to learn how you can help Epi.

Continued from: Rainshine Board Trip to Epi

Nathaniel on one of the many boda bodas (taxis) we rode in Uganda into DR 
Congo.

These dogs know where to hang out, they stay around the cooking fires in central Epi! 
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On the north and east sides of Windsor 
Castle is Home Park, which covers a 
circumference of four miles. It is there, 
near Adelaide Lodge, that the Royal 
Kennels are located. During Queen 
Victoria’s reign, the kennel had been the 
home to both local and foreign dogs that 
were presented to her. Looty, likely the first Pekingese dog to arrive 
in Britain, was presented to the Queen in 1861. Looty was not 
unique in being “a first” of a breed to show up in Britain and reside 
in the Royal Kennels; before Looty’s arrival, and just five years into 
Victoria’s reign, she was presented with an African Dog. The 1846 
Kennel’s List of Dogs records “Niger, African Dog,” arriving at her 
kennels in 1842 from the Niger Expedition.

How did Niger come to the Royal Kennels? For that answer, we 
must look back two years prior to Niger’s arrival. In 1840, Prince 
Albert had recently married Queen Victoria and was aiming 
to establish a public role. Representatives of the Society for the 
Extinction of Slavery—made up of Missionaries and anti-slavery 
activists with the goal of repealing slavery in West Africa through 
treaties, Christianity, and commerce—visited the Queen to ask if 
she could say a few words at their meeting. She decided she could 
not do so, but would send them a subscription. Prince Albert asked 
them to return to meet with him and said he would like to give a 
speech to open their meeting. He became President of the Society 
for the Extinction of Slavery and chaired their meeting in June 
1840 attended by at least 4000 people.  An expedition, later known 
as the African Colonization Expedition, was proposed at this 
meeting and the Society received funding from the government. 
Three steamers were used, the Albert, the Wilberforce, and the 
Soudan. The vessels left Britain in 1841 for the west coast of Africa, 
off present-day Nigeria, and went up the Niger River. Land was 
purchased on the confluence of the Niger and Benue River at 
Lokoja and treaties were made with local people opposing the slave 
trade. The Albert traveled just north of Eggan before turning back. 
The expedition had difficulties and was not as successful as hoped.  
The lack of willing local labor led to problems in attaining wood for 
the steamers while traversing both directions of the river. Local 

NIGER
The Basenji in the Royal 
Kennels
By James Johannes

chiefs were also reluctant to end slave trade without guarantee 
of new trade. The Expedition was called off early and returned to 
England in 1842 due to the death of 42 of the 150 Europeans from 
illness.

It is most likely because of Prince Albert’s support of the expedition 
that the Queen was presented Niger as a gift. However, this is not 
the end of Niger’s story. In 1843, Niger was portrayed in a painting 
commissioned for the Queen.  Created by Thomas Musgrave 
Joy, the painting also included an Eskimo dog and a Poodle.  Joy 
created several paintings of both the Queen’s and Prince Albert’s 
dogs; they are part of the Royal Collection. According to the 
archivist at Windsor Castle, Niger lived for five years. It would not 
be until the 1980’s that four Basenjis would be again exported from 
Nigeria, this time to Germany.

I would like to thank Glen Dymock (Afrika Basenjis) for bringing this new history of 

the Basenji to my attention and providing information from the Royal Kennels.

HISTORY
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For anyone curious about pet behavior: Junior handler Brooke Barker’s experiment 
found that her basenji, Sanders Hot Fudge, didn’t bother to look at the sun even 
aft er receiving assistance with her eclipse glasses.  Maybe she’d be more interested 
in an ice cream sundae.
P H OTO  B Y  S U Z A N N E  L A  C R O I X ,  M I C H I G A N

M I L K Y  WAY  A N D  E C L I P S E  P H OTO S  B Y  G E O R G E  W O O D A R D 
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Nova makes himself comfortable before the eclipse. Confused over the 
hullabaloo from the humans, he thinks all this drama must warrant something 
spectacular, like a supernova.
P H OTO  B Y  B O B  G O O D E R L ,  M I S S O U R I

Like basenjis hunting a hallowed sunspot... 

On August 21st, North Americans and visitors 

migrated to cloud fr ee locales for an unobstructed view of the 

Great American Eclipse – a total solar eclipse whose zone of totality 

could be viewed along a wide swath fr om West to East coasts, 

and in varying percentages most other places. 

Th e key to gett ing “the shot” was determining your ideal photo location, and 
then defending your turf with the vigor of a sun-soaked basenji – witness 
our intrepid BCOA president Bryan Gregory and “Photographer to Basenjis” 
George Woodard.

Stationed at 44°33’31.38”N 119° 5’5.97”W in eastern Oregon, they were awed 
by the two minutes of totality. Don’t miss George’s photos of the eclipse’s 
progression below.

Mimi is unimpressed. She gives her best “side eye” because she's sick of all the 
photos of  pre-eclipse festivities.
P H OTO  B Y  J E N N I F E R  M I L L E R ,  O R E G O N

It seems basenjis just didn’t share the humans’ eclipse 
fever.  But just in case, Gigi decided to lie down for a nap 
since the lights were turned down low. Th is scene played 
out across the country.
P H OTO  B Y  S A R A H  J .  P O W E L L  T U R P PA ,  A L A B A M A

Serena opts for glamour over safety during the eclipse 
with her stylin’ sunglasses . She doesn’t plan to look at 
the sun anyway.
P H OTO  B Y  M I S S Y  M A R I E ,  I L L I N O I S
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE 

IF YOU MOVE, please notify the BCOA Trea-
surer of your new address. Unless specifically 
requested, the USPS will not forward periodicals, 
such as the Bulletin, to your new address. Send all 
address changes to the Editor. It is suggested to 
send address changes also to the Bulletin Board 
Newsletter Editor, the Secretary & Treasurer to 
ensure the Club knows where you are in case of 
a move.
 To avoid missing your magazines, you must 
inform the Club of your address change. If we do 
not receive a Change of Address notice, the cost 
of a replacement issue is $9.00.
 The USPS charges $ .75 for each incorrect mail-
ing address, returns only the cover with a label 
affixed showing the new address, and destroys 
the remainder of the magazine. However, in the 
course of any mailing, if the USPS damages your 
magazine beyond use, you may receive a replace-
ment copy at no charge.

PUBLICATION POLICY

ARTICLES & OTHER MATERIAL

BCOA members are encouraged to send to the 
Editor anything they feel will be of interest. All 
materials, whether used or not, will be treated 
with consideration. Articles, letters or advertise-
ments attacking or slandering individuals or or-
ganizations can easily be misconstrued as official 
Club Policy and are therefore not appropriate for 
printing. The Editor has the right to refuse to print 
or reasonably edit any article.
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Yearbook issue : Jan/Feb/Mar/Apr Feb 1 Feb 25
Content issue : May/Jun/Jul/Aug Jun 1 Jul 25

Rates Members

Front Cover $225
Inside Front Cover $140
Inside Back Cover $140
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Full Page $110
Center Spread (2 facing pages) $125/pg
Half Page $65
Affiliated Club Specialty Results Free*
National Specialty Results Free*

*With submission of marked tabular electronic file (XLSX preferred)

Submission of advertising layouts before the appro-
priate deadline is the responsibility of the advertiser. If 
the BULLETIN is providing design and layout services, 
there is a limit of four photos per page unless otherwise 
negotiated. An extra charge may be levied for additional 
photos or excessive text as they make ad layout more 
difficult. All fees must accompany submissions or paid 
online at the BCOA website. The costs may fluctuate due 
to an advertiser’s request or suitability of material sub-
mitted. If an initial payment is insufficient to cover the 
final cost, you are responsible for and expected to pay 
any additional balance due. Additional funds required 
are due upon notification of such by the BULLETIN. 
Please consult the fee list to determine final cost, or 
contact the BULLETIN prior to publication if there is any 
question concerning payment for display or commercial 
advertising. The BULLETIN is required to have a commit-
ment from all advertisers, insuring that they know they 
are responsible for payment of the full cost of their ads 
as published, based on the prices stated in the BULLETIN, 
when ads are prearranged before any actual work on the 
ad commences.
All funds to be paid in U.S. currency, please. Make checks 
payable to BCOA. All copy and photos should be sent to 
the Editor, along with any necessary payment and return 
postage arrangements. Slides and color photocopies 
cannot be used. Electronic files may be sent via internet. 
Digital images must be 300 dpi and in high quality .jpg 
or .tif format. Identify all people and animals in your 
photo. Send a rough idea of your desired layout and 
mark all photographs with name and return address. 
Photographs may be enlarged, reduced or cropped 
within reason; please specify preferences. Camera-ready 
ads must be approved by the Editor. All photographs will 
be returned. Reservations for placements can be made 
by contacting:
EDITOR
Mary Ellen Chaffin 
bulletin@basenji.org

USE OF MATERIAL
Written material in this newsletter may be re-
printed for nonprofit use provided credit is given 
to the author and the BCOA Bulletin; however, 
articles, photographs, cartoons and original art-
work bearing the copyright symbol (©) may only 
be reprinted with author/photographer/artist’s 
written permission.

SUBMIT TING IMAGES 
FOR PRINT

IMAGE  SPECIFIC ATIONS

Send the original image purchased without any 
modifications or resizing. The image degrades 
each time it is re-saved as a jpg.  Include the 
photographer’s name—they must be credited. 
If you  are sending an image that you took consult 
the chart below. Note that while image sizes vary, 
pixel sizes remain constant (the *.jpg file size is 
set at maximum quality).

Resolution Image size JPG Pixel size

FULL PAGE
72 ppi 36.5 x 46.9 in 8.8Mb 2625 x 3375
300 ppi 8.75 x 11.25 in 8.8Mb 2625 x 3375

HALF PAGE VERTICAL
72 ppi 18.25 x 46.875 in 4.5Mb 1313 x 3375
300 ppi 4.377 x 11.25 in 4.5Mb 1313 x 3375

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
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Publication Title: THE OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE BASENJI 
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America, Inc., c/o Janet Ketz, Secretary, 1912 Oakland Ave, 
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or other security holders. For completion by nonprofit 
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BASENJI CLUB OF AMERICA, INC. Issue Date for circulation 
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(2) Mailed In-County Paid Subscriptions - 0; (3) Paid Distri-
bution Outside the Mails - 0; (4) Paid Distribution by Other 
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tion - 521; d] (1) Free or Nominal Rate Outside-County - 0; 
(2) Free or Nominal Rate In-County Copies - 0; (3) Free or 
Nominal Rate Copies Mailed at Other Classes - 0; (4) Free 
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Free or Nominal Rate Distribution - 0; f] Total Distribution 

- 521; g] Copies Not Distributed 25; h] Total - 546; i] Percent 
Paid/Requested - 100%. Actual number copies of Single 
Issue Published nearest to filing date: a] Total Number 
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the Mail): (1) Mailed Outside-County Paid Subscriptions 
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Distribution Outside the Mails - 0; 
(4) Paid Distribution by Other Classes of Mail through 
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Nominal Rate Outside-County - 0; (2) Free or Nominal 
Rate In-County Copies - 0; (3) Free or Nominal Rate Copies 
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Distribution Outside the Mail - 0; e] Total Free or Nominal 
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Janet Ketz, Secretary

1912 Oakland Ave

Crest Hill, IL 60403


