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SWAGGER
MBISS Am GCH & Can CH Eldorado N Akuaba Dream Lover

Swagger is currently the number two basenji in breed standings, and number 
four in the all-breed standings* with very limited showing in 2015. 

Swagger has passed all of his required health clearances (CHIC# 105381). 
He is Clear for Fanconi Syndrome, P�  Normal, CERF revealed his eyes are 
completely clear and normal, � yroid Normal, Patellas are Normal, Hips are 
OFA Excellent, and his Elbows are Normal. 

He is available at stud to approved bitches for the 2015 breeding season.  Send 
inquiries to Kyle Cabral: hapachyld@gmail.com. 

*Canine Chronicle as of July 31, 2015

Cover photo by Teddy Lei

Photo (le� ) by � e Canine Chronicle, August 13, 2015
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Swagger has been on a roll this summer! He was awarded Back-to-
Back Best in Specialty Show at the Greater Chicagoland Basenji 
Specialty in June and has amassed multiple group placements. 
Thank you to Mr. Robert Frost, Mrs. Francine Schwartz (pictured 
above), Dr. Ronald Spritzer, Ms. JoAnne Buehler, Mrs. Karen Wilson, 
and Mrs. Jackie Stacy for rewarding the qualities in this young dog.

Bred by Susan Coe, Pam Geoffroy, & Sheila Lund
www.eldoradobasenji.com

Owned by Donna DeFlorio

Co-owned and Presented by Kyle Cabral
www.kaleonahe.com

Best in Show 
at Muncie 

Kennel Club!

Swagger BCOA Bulletin v2.indd   1 8/19/2015   11:36:56 PM
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BULLETIN ARCHIVE

DONNA DEFLORIO

Are you willing to donate past issues of 
the Bulletin to the club? We’re looking to 
complete the BCOA archives. 

Each issue is a snapshot in the timeline of 
the club and the breed. We’d appreciate 
it if you are willing to donate them as a 
permanent record in the Club’s archive. 
Please help us fi ll the gaps in the timeline!

MISSING ISSUES

1950 through 1964—all issues

1965 Jan-Feb, Mar-Apr, May-Jun

1966 Jan-Feb, Sept-Oct

1967 May-Jun

Want to keep your originals? 
Mail us your Bulletin and we will scan it and 
return it to you in good order.

Or, contact us for scanning requirements 
and send the electronic copies to us.

CAN YOU HELP?

Please contact 

Donna DeFlorio, sarabi96@aol.com

Janet Ketz, jlketz@aol.com
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JANUARY
 

16 WVBC Concurrent Specialty, Portland, OR

FEBRUARY
 

7 GPBC Concurrent Specialty, Phoenix, AZ

28 EBC Lure Coursing (ASFA all-breed), Auburn, WA

MARCH
 

7 EBC Supported Entry, Seattle, WA

7-8 EBC Booth @ Seattle KC, Seattle, WA

14 EBC Lure Coursing (ASFA specialty & AB), Roy, WA

15 EBC Lure Coursing (ASFA all-breed), Roy, WA

20 DFWBC Independent Specialty, Fort Worth, TX

29 BCOSW B Match/Fun Match, Caledonia, WI

29 BCOA Lure Coursing (AKC), Yellow Springs, OH

APRIL
 

 

MAY
 

9-10 EBC AKC CAT Tests, Roy, WA

9-10 WVBC Lure Coursing (AKC), Cathlamet, WA

16-17 BCOSW Race Meet (LGRA), Racine, WI

16-17 ASFA International Invitational, Ethel, WA

22-23 WVBC CAT Trial, Cathlamet, WA

22 BCOC Designated Specialty, Cincinati, OH

23  BCOC Concurrent Specialty, Cincinati, OH

24 BCOC Supported Entry, Cincinati, OH

JUNE
 

6 EBC Obedience & Rally Specialty, Puyallup, WA

6 EBC Supported Entry, Puyallup, WA

13-14 GCBC Concurrent Specialty, Grayslake, IL

14 MABC Fun Day, Point of Rocks, MD

24 EBC B Match, Mercer Island, WA

27 INBC Designated Specialty, Oklahoma City, OK

27-28 BCOA Supported Entry, Dayton,OH

JULY
 

17 WVBC Independent Specialty, Gresham, OR

24 BCOSW Independent Specialty, Ixonia, WI

25 BCOSW Supported Entry, Waukesha, WI

31 EBC Futurity/Maturity, Auburn, WA 

31 EBC Independent Specialty, Auburn, WA

AUGUST
 

1 EBC Concurrent Specialty, Auburn, WA

1 EBC Supported Entry, Auburn, WA

2 EBC Supported Entry, Auburn, WA

10 BCOSW Booth @ World of Dogs, West Allis, WI

SEPTEMBER
 

5 BCOA Eastern Regional Specialty, North Branch, NJ

22 WVBC CAT Trial, Cathlamet, WA

23 WVBC CAT Trial, Cathlamet, WA

OCTOBER
 

3-4 BCOSW Race Meet (NOTRA), Racine, WI

3-4 WVBC CAT Trial, Cathlamet, WA

BCOA National Specialty, Gettysburg, PA

26 Agility

27 Rally, Obedience, Picnic, Ghost Stories

28 Lure Coursing (AKC Trial, JC, ASFA Trial)

29 Sweeps, African Exhibition, Board Mtg, Fun Night

30 Dogs, Seminar, General Meeting, Top 25

31 Bitches, Judges Ed, Banquet, Live Auction

NOVEMBER

BCOA National Specialty, Gettysburg, PA 

1 Junior Showmanship, Best of Breed

1 BCOSW Booth @ Badger KC Dog Fair, Madison, WI

29 EBC Lure Coursing (AKC all-breed), Auburn, WA

DECEMBER
 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
BCOA and Affiliate Club Events for 2015 
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The theme of this issue is mentoring. Before I even agreed to become the next Bulletin 
editor, I noticed numerous discussions on this topic on Facebook. This inspired me to want 
to get multiple candid perspectives.

We sent out brief surveys to selected members (and in some cases non-members) regarding 
their experiences and perceptions on both sides of the mentoring relationship. Two of the 
responses went above and beyond our expectations in both length and depth.  Those, from 
John Forbes and Katie Campbell, have been included as standalone articles.  Offering 
many other perspectives, you’ll find the other responses in the Paying It Forward piece at 
the end. 

Not to be overshadowed by all this talk about mentoring, there’s also lots of other content 
in this issue.

• Many of our affiliate clubs provide updates. You’ll also find a whole section devoted to 
affiliate club Specialty results at the end of the magazine.

• There’s some really fun content from our Juniors (and former juniors), and Katy Scott is 
back with a great training tip article on the moving heel.

• In response to the Breeder Education committee’s Measuring Station report last quarter, 
Jared Reisinger offers some alternative ways to look at the information.

• We get a better understanding of how the DNA process works from Jon Curby.
• The second and final installment of Laura Pond’s article helps better understand how 

basenji rescue works. 
Some people did notice some of the items missing from the last issue. The new titles were 
missed, and we’re not adding them back at this time.  They will again be available on the 
BCOA website alongside the Bulletin itself. They aren’t going away forever.  We have what 
we think is a pretty exciting plan for the BCOA publications.  It’ll be a transition over the 
next couple of years, but we think the end result will be a really neat line up.  Read more 
about this topic on pages 26 and 55.

I hope you enjoy this issue of the Bulletin.  If you have feedback on this issue or feature ideas, 
or want to contribute to the Bulletin as an author, interviewer, copy editor, or in any other 
role, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Mary Ellen Chaffin   
Editor-In-Chief  
bcoabulletin@gmail.com 

ABOUT THIS ISSUE
 

KATIE CAMPBELL (page 44) has been active in Basenjis, coming 
from Dalmatians, since 1991. She serves as the AKC delegate for 
BCOA and as a conformation judge for Basenjis, Ibizan Hounds, 
and Junior Showmanship (which she plans to extend soon) she 
has judged multiple specialties in North America and Europe.  
Education is a primary theme for Katie, both in her dog life and her 

“other” life. She believes that the more information that is gathered, 
the more one learns.  The force behind Taji Basenjis, her Basenjis 
have earned multiple top accolades in conformation, lure coursing, 
and other sports.

JON CURBY (page 38), our current BCOA President and CIO 
of the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA), is one of the 
strongest advocates for our breed and has been a key player in 
advancing BCOA.  He was crucial in helping create the Basenji 
Health Endowment and the DNA repository for Basenjis and 
Canine Phenome Project at the University of Missouri. He has 
been lucky enough to make five trips to the Congo to acquire new 
native basenji breeding stock. Jon believes that Outside Africa, 
basenjis depend on people like the members of the BCOA to keep 
them from being “improved” by those who would manipulate them 
to be something they are not and that BCOA is the best tool we 
have to accomplish this objective.  He and his wife, Vicki, are the 
masterminds behind Kibushi Kennels.

JOHN FORBES (page 28), was born in South Africa to a show 
family involved in Rhodesian Ridgebacks and German Shepherds 
in the early 1950’s. He immigrated to Australia in 1972 and decided 
within the year, that he had to have a dog. John bought an Old 
English Sheep dog male, thus commencing his show career within 
Australia in 1973.   In the same year, he inherited his first Basenji, a 
male showed for a friend. This started John’s love of the breed and 
he became his first basenji. The Basenji took over his life becoming 
his major breed.  John then started breeding under the “Baagna” 
prefix. He has exported dogs to Holland, Poland, New Zealand, 
and South Africa. John’s dogs have been awarded Best in Show all 
breeds in most countries. He has now bred over 120 Champion 
basenjis, both in Australia and overseas. He has been involved with 
a few other breeds over the years, including Afghans, Whippets, 
Italian Greyhounds, and Chihuahuas. John commenced his 
judging career in 1982 and gained All Breed status in 2005. 

DEBBIE HAURI (page 30), of Mata Hauri Basenjis, has been active 
in the breed since 1969.  One naughty little basenji changed the 
course of her life from high school teacher to opening a training, 
grooming, and boarding facility.  She set her goals to create a 
basenji that could be a good pet first, and second, be healthy, and 
then, be beautiful. 

LAURA POND (page 40), and her husband Bill, have shared their 
home with Basenjis since first acquiring two from Dora and Ray 
Siegle in 1983.  Having been immediately bitten by the “dog show 
bug,” Laura has continued successfully exhibiting and breeding her 
Proudlaan Basenjis. As an active member of the BCOA, the Seattle 
Kennel Club, the WVBC and recently as an AKC Judge licensed for 
Basenjis and All-Breed Junior Showmanship, Laura continues to 
participate fully in her enjoyment and support of pure-bred dogs. 

JARED REISINGER (page 32) says his biggest claim to fame is being 
“dad” to two mischievous and adorable Basenjis, Disa and Spyros.  
That’s their viewpoint on things, at any rate.  To the rest of the 
world, he’s a twenty-two-year veteran of the software industry, with 
a particular focus on user experience, usability, and the psychology 
of comprehension.  He is convinced that this experience carries 
over to the pups, who fully understand what he wants, but choose 
to behave only when it suits them.

KATY SCOTT MD (page 24) has owned and loved basenjis since 
1992; she currently lives in Tucson, AZ with her three basenjis, 
Khonsu, Jane and Ra,  her ILP Canaan Dog Nut, and two 
miniature poodle adolescent boys, Zen and Garner.  Khonsu and 
Janie are Field Champions, and Janie went BOB in lure coursing 
at the 2008 Nationals. Katy, Nutty, Khonsu and Janie have 
successfully and colorfully competed in agility, obedience and rally 
obedience.  Ra, Zen and Garner are in training.

THANK YOU also to those that helped pull all the little things 
together: Susan Chuvala, Jon Curby, Laurie Gregory, Janet Ketz, 
Marianne Klinkowski, Suzanne La Croix, Barbara Reisinger, Mike 
Roach, Natalie Scherwin, Denise Vertrees, George Woodard, and 
all of the panelists for the Paying It Forward article..

CONTRIBUTORS
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Held between July 1 and November 30 each year, the National 
off ers competitive events—Agility, AKC and/or ASFA Lure 
Coursing, Obedience, Puppy & Veteran Sweepstakes, African 
Stock Exhibition, Junior Showmanship, regular and non-regular 
conformation classes, and the all important Best of Breed. 

In addition, an auction, banquet, educational seminars, and the 
annual club meeting is held. 

Other activities included have been rally, straight-line racing, oval 
track racing, seminars, Canine Good Citizenship, eye clinics, and 
fun classes. 

It’s a full week that gathers hundreds of Basenjis and their owners 
together in one sett ing. 

SPECIALTY DATES : CORRESPONDING BID YEAR 
West
2016 : 2013
2019 : 2016
2022 : 2019
2025 : 2022

Central
2017 : 2014
2020 : 2017
2023 : 2020
2026 : 2023

East
2015 : 2012
2018 : 2015
2021 : 2018
2024 : 2021

PERPETUAL NATIONAL SPECIALTY CALENDAR

2015 
Oct 26–Nov 1, Gettysburg, PA
Specialty Chair: Lisa Auerbach

JUDGES
Regular Classes: Michael Work 
Sweepstakes: Julie Jones

www.facebook.com/bcoa2015 
www.basenji.org/2015

HOST HOTEL AND SHOW SITE
Eisenhower Hotel and Conference Center
2634 Emmitsburg Rd, Gettysburg, PA 17325
The hotel has put aside rooms for the National beginning 
the weekend before through Sunday November 1, 2015. 
Call (717) 334-8121 for reservations and mention 
that you are with the BCOA to get the special rate.

2016 
Aug 10–14, Longview, WA
Specialty Chair: Donna Lubbe
Events Coordinator: Jackie Jones

JUDGES
Regular Classes: William Shelton
Sweepstakes: Pat Marshall

2017 
Date/Location: Sept 9-16, Gray Summit, MO
Specialty Chair: TBD

JUDGES
Regular Classes: Laura Pond
Sweepstakes: TBD

All dates & judges pending AKC approval

NATIONAL SPECIALTY

It has occurred to me that BCOA membership is not always 
aware of the many hours that the various committ ees and Board 
of Directors spend on projects that require signifi cant research 
and collaboration before anything is ready to present to the 
membership or Board for endorsement.

Th is year there have been a number of projects that have all 
been underway concurrently for many months.  I have always 
been of the opinion that these committ ees should be allowed to 
develop solutions in their area of responsibility without being 
micromanaged by the Board or offi  cers. Th e result is that with 
the aid of some relatively new committ ee members and fi rst time 
board members we have applied some fresh insights to persistent 
problems and addressed issues that were never considered to have 
a bett er solution.   We are fortunate to have such a valuable mix of 
professional skills and experience available in various committ ees 
and the Board of Directors.

I would like to mention a few of these accomplishments and works 
in progress: 

• Bill McCann and the Bylaws committ ee have proposed 
substantial changes, approved by AKC, which will make use 
of tools whose time has come.   Bill, Bryan Gregory and Lisa 
Auerbach have researched and craft ed new sections to the 
bylaws that will allow electronic voting for all club questions, 
including the election of offi  cers. Th is along with numerous 
smaller changes that have accumulated for years have been 
presented to the membership for their review and approval.

• Mary Ellen Chaffi  n and Suzanne La Croix, with assistance 
from Chris Maxka and other committ ee members, have been 
reviewing all options for publications as well as changing 
content and format of existing journals to give them a fresh look.

• Karen Hutchison has taken on the task of giving the BCOA 
an active presence on social media and has provided her 
professional know-how as a resource for all BCOA publications.

• Lisa Hart and the Health committ ee have completed a revision 
of the website health pages that were long overdue.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

• Veronica Predale has assumed the responsibilities of the local 
club liaison and coordinator for specialty events at a time when 
we have reinstituted regional specialties and BCOA sponsored 
agility events.

• Pam Geoff roy has coordinated with Susan Coe and Laurie 
Stargell to continue enrichments and content management 
for the club website, including enhancements to the Basenji 
University portions.

• Carole Kirk and Kim Brown have worked to ensure that we will 
have a continued, prominent presence at the AKC “Meet the 
Breeds” events in New York and Orlando.

• Jackie Jones and the National Specialty Oversight committ ee 
are working on revisions to accommodate growing diffi  culties 
in procuring sites and manpower, that are partially the result of 
declining entries, and still provide the national specialty event 
of the quality we have all come to expect.

• Denise Vertrees has spent time considering ways that we can 
integrate membership and accounting functions and revise the 
membership database.

• Janet Ketz, in addition to all day to day requirements, has been 
att ending to the implementation of changes and revisions 
coming from all committ ees.

• Michael Work is in the process of reviewing and revising the 
AKC version of the Basenji breed history.

• Joe Carlson, our rescue liaison, has been coordinating assistance 
from the BCOA to provide for and rehome yet another large 
group of basenjis in need.

While I have not mentioned every committ ee, I am confi dent that 
all functions required to keep the BCOA running smoothly are 
being performed, as expected, by a group of volunteers dedicated 
to the common goal of preserving and protecting the basenji.  Take 
time to thank these volunteers, they work hard for our organization.

Jon Curby
President, BCOA



Hello there!  My name is Amiah Nelson and I live in Spanaway, 
WA.  I am 14 years old and in the ninth grade.  I play club soccer 
and almost all school sports.  I also do cultural dance and play Tiko 
drums.  I am a scholar and am currently enrolled in a program from 
Cambridge University for accelerated studies. This program is by 
invitation only and currently 60 students have been invited from 
my age group. When I complete my public high school graduation 
in 2018, my record will include college credits from Cambridge 
University in London, England.  A trip is planned between my 
junior and senior years for which I may ask your help in attaining 
the goal of travel.  But for now, other than grades and sports, my 
best sports activity is that of Junior Handler, and yes I do show in 
the regular ring too.  Right now I am the number one Basenji Junior 
Handler.  Oh my!  But I do show dogs besides my own when asked: 
Ibizan hounds, Norwegian Buhunds, Basenjis and more.

I started showing dogs when I was seven years old.  I showed my 
grandparents’ Basenjis and still do.  At first, all I could see were the 
legs of the dogs and the table top.  When I turned nine and was of 
age for AKC Junior Showmanship, I joined in on the fun.  

I got my first Basenji when I was 2 years old.  Topaz was handled by 
a family friend, Judy Lange, who finished her, and I decided to show 
her as a juniors dog. One couldn’t lose handling a Basenji that was 
already a Champion.  Ha, ha!  We won our first three shows and 
moved into the open class. 

From there, I continued to grow and learn more about handling.  
Now I could put the girl on the table and stare into her side. Then, 
I was introduced to Kim Williamson, who became my mentor.  
She has taught me so much.  Some things I have absorbed and 
do automatically.  Other things I have thought through and 
understand, and the rest I’m still trying to figure out.  I still don’t 
understand what she and others see in me, but it makes me work 
hard and to try to do my best.  The hardest lesson I’m still trying to 
accomplish is smiling and having fun.  When you are too serious 
and competitive it can work against you.  Especially with the 
Basenji breed.  They have a mind of their own; something I learned 
the hard way.

Two years ago, having just turned 12, I qualified for the Juniors 

competition at the Eukanuba National Championship.  My 
grandparents took me to Orlando in order to participate.  I was so 
nervous and I wanted to win!  I took it too seriously.  A “big-headed” 
attitude and nerves don’t work together.  And the negative energy 
flows down the lead and into the dog.  Unfortunately, a win at all 
costs was all I could think about.  The bitch that I was showing 
decided it would be more fun to humiliate me (the smart young 
girl) in the ring.  Educate me, she did.  She sat when I asked for a 
stack; a “let’s go” created a run; “be still” was greeted with a jump 
on me; and “off” became jump the fence of the ring.  If I had been 
more relaxed and focused on enjoying being in the moment, she 
probably would have behaved.  This experience helped me to 
understand what can happen in the ring. Since that experience, I 
have won Best of Show Juniors at Specialties and continued to win 
in my open intermediate Junior Showmanship classes.

At the dog show at Bel Vernon in 2015, I decided to listen to 
everyone and just have fun.  I had fun… I smiled… and so did my 
dog!  We won our class both days. Having a smile on one’s face and 
being somewhat relaxed is a great factor in dog showing.  Oh yes, 
we have retired the bitch and I am now showing her grandson.

Basenjis are not an easy breed to show.  They have minds of their 
own and can really frustrate you.  Sometimes you must have a 
sense of humor. Now, I can put a Basenji on the show table and see 
properly into the judge’s face and over the dog.  Whew! That makes 
a big difference. Showing the bite is easier, as well as checking ears, 
feet, tail, and posture - mine and the dog’s.

Some advice for a prospective Junior is to arrive early to the dog 
shows so that you can check out the surroundings and acquaint 
your dog with them.  In Junior Showmanship, the judge is judging 
you, so know what is expected of you and listen to the judge’s 

instructions carefully. 

Wear age appropriate dress-up clothes and good shoes. When you 
try to dress too professionally, you don’t blend as a back drop for 
the dog you are presenting.  Find a dress or suit that is colorful and 
makes you look professional - but still makes you look your age.  
Being 14 and looking 18 is hard.

Another thing to pay attention to is your shoes.  Shiny flats are nice 
to look at but sometimes are not the best choice.  Shoes with straps 
and ties are great; just make sure they fit.  I find that Keds, Toms, 
and even cheerleading shoes are the best and are more comfortable 
and convenient for outdoor shows. Imagine you are on your last go 
around in the ring and your flat shoe flies off your foot!  Yes, that 
has happened to me.  I continued showing, shoeless, on the hot, 
dry, dead grass.  In that moment I wished I had my Keds or Toms 
on.  Talk about embarrassing.  However, because of that moment, I 
became really good friends with some of the other Juniors and we 
still laugh about it.

Making friends with others juniors is also important.  You can 
interact with kids your age, learn, relate, and have fun.  It is also a 
stress reliever to know that another junior has gone through the 
same experiences or troubles that you go through.  Go out and 
meet people and get known, it won’t hurt you.

In the dog show world, you’re going to have ups and down on any 
given weekend or any given day. 

The best advice that I can give is to dress appropriately, have 
a mentor, make friends, get a feel for other breeds, and most 
importantly, have FUN !!!!!!  Even though this might not seem like 
the most common advice, it has helped me succeed and could help 
you too!

Amiah won Best Junior in Show at Nisqually Kennel Club show in August 2015. Junior 
showmanship is hotly contested at this show as the winner recieves a $500 scholarship!

Amiah showing at the EBC specialty in August 2015.
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JUNIORS: IN THEIR OWN WORDS
 Amiah Nelson, age 14
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P H OTO S  T H I S  PA G E :  S U Z A N N E  L A  C R O I X

Brooke showing Rina, GCH Reveille Ballerina JC CA RA TI VBS2, 
at their fi rst AKC show.

My wonderful grandma, Linda Ehlers, and special AKC friends, 
that I could make a long list of, are my mentors for dog showing. 
Th ey helped me with achieving well needed skills and dreams, and 
still do today. So, these words and a drawing of content Basenji, 
hopefully reaches out to them in thanks, because I was way too 
shy to say it to their faces. In this drawing, I caught my dog, Jerlin’s 
Topeka, in one of her own dreams, sleeping peacefully.

JUNIORS: IN THEIR OWN WORDS
Cagney Ehlers, age 13

JUNIORS: BLAST FROM THE PAST
Michael Work

Michael Work knows what it is like to be in your "junior 
showman" shoes.

At left , is the fi rst point for “Flame,” Makila Motane 
Moke and for Michael Work. Th e date was September 
24, 1967 at the Valley Forge K.C. in Collegeville, PA. 
According to Michael, “Th e judge was Mr. Frank Foster 
Davis, and I remember it as if it were yesterday. Wearing 
my white turtleneck sweater and my double breasted 
rust-colored sports jacket, I was never more proud.”

Michael says that through the years his mentors have 
been Damara Bolte' and Ross Newman. “Th eir opinions 
were usually a litt le diff erent.”

So, Juniors, if you see Michael around the ring, be sure 
to say hello and ask for handling tips. Michael says, “I 
always try to help anyone who asks.”

JUNIORS: IN THEIR OWN WORDS
Brooke Barker, age 9 

Refl ections on My First Weekend as an AKC 
Junior Showman

THE JUDGES:
Th e Judges were very nice.  One judge reminded me to keep 
my dog’s collar up tight behind her ears.  Th at helped me a 
lot.  My Rina gaited much bett er for me when I remembered 
to adjust the collar every time we ran around the ring.

MY DOG:
My Rina is cute, but she didn’t always listen to me in the ring.  
Th at was frustrating.  We need to work on being a bett er 
team.

ON BASENJIS:
Basenjis act more squirrely than our Bouviers des Flandres.  
Th ere was a lot of food in the ring and basenjis LOVE food!  
Rina almost pulled me off  my feet to get it – over and over!  I 
pulled back but nothing happened – she’s stronger than me.   
My hand hurt because the leash was tight a lot.  

MY “OOPS” MOMENT:
When I put Rina up on the table, I forgot which way to face 
her.  She was stacked just fi ne, but facing the wrong way!  
Th e Judge asked me to turn her around so she was looking 
the right way.  I won’t forget that again.

NEXT TIME:
I will hold my dog’s lips up bett er so the judge can see the 
bite.  And practice lett ing go of the lead so that I can use two 
hands to show the bite.

OVERALL EXPERIENCE:
I was glad that the table in the ring was the shorter kind.  I’m 
not too tall yet and gett ing a dog onto those taller tables is 
kind of hard for me.  

I love my Rina.  Sometimes when I came out of the ring, I 
was frustrated with her, but aft er a litt le while, I was thinking 
about the next time we get to go in the ring together.  I know 
we can be a bett er team.
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TRAINING TIPS: THE MOVING HEEL
Katy Scott MD

This issue of the Bulletin spotlights mentoring, and dog handlers 
from beginner to experienced competitor all benefit from having 
a mentor.  A good mentor can watch you and your dog from 
angles you cannot see, and spot things you may not know are 
happening.  A good mentor will be able to give helpful critiques 
and suggestions when things don’t seem to be going right with your 
training.  And, a good mentor will rejoice with you as you succeed.  
This holds as true in performance and companion events as it does 
for conformation.  Thanks to social media, you can find mentors 
online that will help you if you don’t know anyone local to you, but 
a local training mentor just makes things easier.  

Now that you and your basenji have spent some time finding heel 
position as discussed in the previous Bulletin, time to work on the 
moving heel. But before moving, there are a few points you need 
to consider.  When heel work is done well, it resembles a fine dance 
performed by the handler and the dog.   In this dance, the handler 
leads, the dog follows.  The dog is finely tuned to the handler’s body 
movements.  In heeling, your dog will move only when you do, 
parallel with you, not forging, not lagging, not bumping into you, 
and not too far away from you with their shoulders and head in line 
with your leg.  They will sit at your side in line with your body when 
you stop. For obedience competition, including Rally, your dog will 
be on your left side.  In Rally- Free and dance competitions, they 
will need to know how to heel on your right side as will as your left.

As the handler, you should move easily and naturally, with 
minimal extraneous body language, only using movements that 
are meaningful to your dog. Either keep both arms down loosely 
by your side, or anchor your left hand on your midriff.  I prefer the 

former for loose leash walking, the second for heeling, but it is 
your choice.  Walk at a steady natural pace, reserving slow and fast 
tempos for certain circumstances. Don’t single track, but keep your 
feet about shoulder width apart so you can turn easily. Looking 
down at your dog is natural at first. Eventually, you will have your 
head and eyes facing forward, with your gaze about 10 to 20 feet in 
front of you and not focused on your dog.

Before you take that first step, there is another very important 
consideration.  Even though you may not be looking directly 
at your basenji, you want your basenji focused on YOU, not on 
anything that is going on around you.  When you compete, the 
judge will ask if you are ready. I always respond “Ready!”, and 
that is the verbal cue for my dogs to look up at me.  You may want 
to use a different word, but pick one that will make sense as an 
answer to the judge’s question, and one you don’t use in any other 
context with your dogs than wanting them to look at you. This is 
so easy and fun to teach. There are many ways of teaching this, but 
my personal favorite is having your basenji figure out something 
pretty wonderful happens as a result of looking at you.  I start with 
about five tiny treats: cheese, real roast beef, chicken, or turkey.  I 
say “ready,” no click needed, and immediately pop a treat into 
my dog’s mouth.  Then we play tag or chase, an interactive game 
between us, for a full minute or two. Time yourself, or have your 
mentor time you, until you are used to rewarding your dog for a full 
minute.  Repeat this several times a day, for a week or so, and when 
you say “ready” your basenji will be right there with you, looking 
up at you.  When this is happens, take your five tiny treats in your 
right hand, use the platform you used for the stationary heel, let 
your basenji find heel position, then say “ready” and immediately 

Ready! Jodi using a hand target as focus point for Ra.

P
H

O
TO

S 
T

H
IS

 S
P

R
E

A
D

: 
K

A
T

Y
 S

C
O

T
T

take a treat from your right hand with your left and pop that treat 
into your dog’s mouth, looking down at your dog, but not moving 
your shoulders.  Repeat using up the treats in your right hand.  Take 
a break, play, have some fun.  You will soon see your basenji’s head 
swivel up towards your face when you say the word.  From this 
point on, randomize how often you give a treat, and only treat for 
that fast head swivel looking up towards you.  You will be able to 
keep your eyes forward and see it with your peripheral vision. Try it 
off the platform, with your dog at your left side.  If your dog starts to 
swivel his body out to the left, the better to see your face, deliver the 
treat not straight down, but move your delivery hand slightly to the 
left side of your dog’s head.  This will help him learn to keep in close.

Many dogs will glance away from you as you start to move forward, 
and it is better if they keep their focus on you.  Who knows what 
might distract them otherwise; their eyes and noses take over, and 
they start sniffing the ground, or worse, head for something they 
see.  I’ve tried multiple ways to keep my dogs focused on me, and 
I’ve found that hand targeting is the easiest way to get them started 
on focused heeling, and the easiest to fade.  If you have already 
taught your dog to target your palm with their nose, you are way 
ahead of the game.  If not, take some time practicing this since it 
is useful in so many ways; you can use hand targeting as a reward 
game outside the ring to keep your dog focused on you, use it on 
walks to help reorient your dog to you, transfer to other objects, 
etc.  For this I prefer a clicker.  Take your five tiny treats and your 
clicker in your right hand, then put your left palm in front of your 
dog’s nose, no more than two inches away. Any orientation towards 
your hand, ears forward, a look, movement towards you hand, click, 
and immediately deliver the treat with your left hand. Present your 
hand target again, and again click for orientation.  Soon you will up 
your criteria to have that nose going towards, and finally touching 
your hand.  Remember to do only five attempts at a time, and if your 
dog doesn’t seem to understand, stop, put everything away, and 
try again the next day.  Soon you will have a hand touching fanatic.  

Move your hand in different positions, to the right, the left, low to 
the ground, and above their head.  You want to create a happy dog 
that will stretch or jump to get to your left palm.

Finally, you and your dog are ready to start a moving heel!  About 
time, you might say, but don’t rush the foundation work; it will pay 
off in spades in the future.  Start with your dog sitting at your left 
side in heel position, clicker and treats in your right hand.  Again, 
it is your choice as to which foot you move first, but using your 
left foot makes sense to your dog and they can see it move more 
easily than the right so you don’t risk your dog lagging from the 
start trying to catch up.  Don’t keep your body rigid; you naturally 
bend a bit at the waist when you start walking, and this is another 
excellent signal to your dog you can use to your advantage.  To 
take the first step, move your left leg naturally, let your body lean 
forward naturally, and smoothly move your left hand just in front 
of and above your dog’s head.  Your dog will focus on your hand 
and naturally move with it since you have worked so well on 
targeting.  If your dog gets up and moves toward your hand on the 
first step, stop, click, reward with treat using left hand.  Practice 
this several times, with your dog sitting at your left side, taking 
one step forward with your left leg only. End the session with 
success, play for awhile before releasing your dog to go do what 
they want without you.  Next session, try going for two steps with 
your dog’s head up.  By the week’s end, you two probably will be 
able to go straight for a good ten or so steps before you click and 
treat.  Congratulations! You and your basenji are well on your way 
to competition heeling.  Next time, we will go over left, right, about 
turns, and halts. Happy heeling!

Ra had a blast working and playing with Katy’s friend, Jodi Miller, for 
the photos below.  Katy had a great time taking the photos and seeing 
Ra have so much fun and be so willing to work with someone new.

The first step of heeling. Don’t forget to play!
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BCOA Publications Update
Where’s my 4th Quarter Bulletin?

In order to accommodate publication of the results of the 
2015 National Specialty, which ends on November 1, 2015, the 
advertising and production deadlines for that issue of Th e Bulletin 
are being pushed back.  As a result, the 4th Quarter Bulletin will 
not arrive in members’ mailboxes until January 2016.  If you 
have content, brags, and advertisements not related to National 
Specialty wins, help out the production crew and send in your 
materials by the earlier October 25 deadline! If you want to 
celebrate your National Specialty achievements, reserve your ads 
as quickly as possible online at  www.basenji.org by November 11!  We 
will work with you aft er that to get your National Specialty photos 
and copy pulled together.

Deadlines & Timeline for 4th Quarter 2015 
Bulletin

Normal Content 10/25/15 
deadline

Same deadline as usual for 
“normal” content like club/com-
mittee reports

Ad Reservation 11/11/15 
deadline

Reserve and pay for your ad 
online at basenji.org (National 
Specialty ends 11/1/15)

Ad Copy and National 
Specialty Content

11/25/15 
deadline

Ad text and photos submitted; 
Personally designed ads sub-
mitted; National results from all 
venues and any National related 
write-ups.

Submit to Printer 12/18/15 Recognizing that holidays will 
slow down production

Arrive In Mailboxes January 2016

New Horizons

As the publication task force continues to explore communication 
channels for the BCOA members, we welcome member input 
and feedback.  We anticipate expanding the electronic Bulletin 
Board to a monthly format for 2016 in order to provide consistent 
communication of club activities without interruption (as 
happened previously during months when the Bulletin was 
published).  We encourage members and club committ ees to 
contribute materials for inclusion in all publication streams – 
whether the Yearbook, the Bulletin, or the electronic Bulletin Board.  
Feedback can be emailed to Suzanne La Croix, lacroix@animalink.

com. 

ADDITIONS TO THE TIMELINE OF AMERICAN “FIRSTS”
 

A timeline of fi rsts? but you missed something... 

My name is Sandra Anderson of Token Basenjis (formerly Anya).  
I was in the breed for 36 years and a 25 year member of BCOA, 
retiring from competing and breeding in 2005.

Uh-oh, in the article, A Timeline of Firsts, in the current issue of the 
Bulletin, there was absolutely no mention of Amateur oval racing 
NOTRA (National Oval Track Racing Association) in the current 
issue of the Bulletin. In the late 1990's and early 2000's, a few other 
PNW Basenji people and I worked our butt s off  to get Basenjis 
accepted into NOTRA , fi rst conditionally and then permanently. 
My girl Pepper(Anya's Karosel Ceasefi re) was the fi rst SORC 
(Supreme Oval Racing Champion) in 2002.  Th e Pepper Trophy 
is named aft er her and she was also the fi rst part-African SORC.  
Her brother, Token (Anya’s Bi-Gnomial), was also the fi rst 
black and white SORC in the breed (2004). We've had numeous 
Nationals with Oval racing, including 2003 in which one of my 
dogs competed very successfully in AKC lure coursing, oval, and 
straight racing, and won Th e Best of the Best award.

BTW, the fi rst Basenji OFA Patella number was given to my bitch 
Anya's Bi-Refl ection.

Sandra Anderson

We recieved several emails regarding the Timeline of American “Firsts" in the second quarter issue.  Many people enjoyed it 

immensely.  Others while enjoying it, found that we left out some items. 

The primary source for the information for that piece was Basenji University’s Timeline on the BCOA website. These items were not left 

out intentionally.  They simply were not on the timeline so we were unaware of them. All of the emails below have been forwarded to the 

website staff so the timeline can be updated. 

Basenji Firsts

Th ank you so much for the great basenji fi rst article. I was excited to 
see the list of accomplishments. Imagine my disappointment when 
Oakley’s name was not listed for being the fi rst basenji to earn a 
draft  title (January 2014). Aft er further review, I noticed many of 
the performance events that qualify for the versatility program 
were not listed. Perhaps the list could be revised in the next issue to 
include all of the ground breaking basenjis.

Th anks for all of your hard work in producing a great magazine.

Sincerely, 
Renee Meriaux
Jasiri-Sukari Bronco Busting Annie, RN SC CGC MXP2 MJP2 
NDD MVB (Oakley)

American Basenji Firsts
To BCOA Bulletin Editor,

 You missed a couple of American Firsts in your Timeline.

1985 – First fi eld titled basenji to win Best Of Breed at our National 
Specialty was CH Kenset’s Wayfarer From Asbah FCh.

Th ere has only been one other since.

2006 – Barron’s Educational Series, Inc. added to their canine 
series BASENJIS: A Complete Pet Owner’s Manual by Mary Lou 
Kenworthy.

Mary Lou Kenworthy

Looking for the New Titles?  
What about Health Results? 

Changes are coming to the BCOA Publications. For now,  new 

titles and health results will be available on the BCOA website.

The second quarter information for both new titles and health 

results will be available on the BCOA website alongside the 

Bulletin itself.

Introducing the BCOA Yearbook 

When membership renewal 
applications arrive on January 1, 2016, 
members will notice new advertising 
opportunities that coincide with the 
production of a new publication – the 
BCOA Yearbook 2015.  Th e Yearbook 
will be a compendium of 2015 basenji 
statistics to include:

• 2015 BCOA National Specialty 
summary

• 2-page spreads for each of the 
2015 Affi  liate Club specialties

• Final 2015 rankings for AKC 
(Breed, All Breed, NOHS, 
Juniors, Lure Coursing, Agility, 
Rally Obedience), ASFA, NOTRA , and 
LGRA 

• Listing of all new titles for AKC, ASFA, NOTRA , LGRA , Barn 
Hunt, published “yellow pages” style where each dog is listed 
once with all titles earned that year; each dog’s listing would 
include registered name, sire, dam, breeders, owners; to include 
more info and/or a picture, members can purchase a small spot 
ad (just like in the yellow pages)

• Listing of New BCOA Versatile Basenji Program Award 
recipients (similar to what was in 1Q2015 Bulletin)

• Basenji Features
• Full or half page ads purchased by members
• Tributes and ads to honor a member or basenji fancier that 

passed during the year
Th e Publication production crew is excited to bring this new 
opportunity to the members.  Th e Yearbook would be completely 
unique among the current basenji publications… sort of 
reminiscent of the Year of the American Basenji (but completely 
diff erent at the same time)!  Ordering ads will be easy using your 
membership renewal form  (Yearbook Ad purchase deadline – 
2/1/16; Ad copy deadline 3/1/16).

Because the Yearbook is expected to run to at least 150 pages, it will 
take the place of the fi rst two Bulletin issues that were previously 
published during the fi rst part of a calendar year.  Th e Yearbook 
will arrive in members’ mailboxes along with their Roster in April 
(subscribers do not receive a Roster). Two additional Bulletin issues 
should arrive in July and October 2016.

applications arrive on January 1, 2016, 
members will notice new advertising 
opportunities that coincide with the 
production of a new publication – the 

will be a compendium of 2015 basenji 
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BASENJI CLUB OF 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
EUNICE OCKERMAN

Th e Basenji Club of Northern California was established in 1968. In 
our 47th year, we look forward to providing our long time members 
and newcomers a range of opportunities and activities. 

As is the case for many clubs, we have a shrinking membership and 
a small core of active participants. To address this, we changed up 
our Annual Meeting. Instead of a luncheon, we held a Basenji Fun 
Day at a park and invited non-members to bring their Basenjis (we 
had approximately 20 Basenjis show up!). 

New President Ed Boese maximized the limited size of the fi eld 
and set up a lure course that had enough turns to test the follow 
of the hounds. Secretary Stormy Maddux took photos of the dogs 
charging the fi eld. And our treasurer, Joni Boese, with the help 
of an experienced Junior Handler, demonstrated ring procedure 
to youngsters who had an interest in Junior Showmanship. A few 
adults from the Northern California Siberian Husky Club listened 
and learned too.

Aft er a potluck lunch, we held the Annual Meeting. It was so 
enjoyable, we will likely make Fun Days a regular event. 

Please remember to save the date for the BCONC Specialty on 
October 17. See our ad in this issue.

AFFILIATE CLUB REPORTS

BASENJI CLUB OF 
SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN
CLAY BUNYARD, PRESIDENT

Th e club is excited to show off  our new logo in our club column 
(see below).  Th e new design is one of the fi rst steps in refreshing 
the BCOSW online presence and expanding our outreach.  Th e 
development of the new logo was a very collaborative process 
involving participation of a dedicated logo committ ee, the BCOSW 
board, and the entire club membership at diff erent parts along the 
way.  We set out to create a logo design that would resonate not only 
with our club members and basenji fanciers but anyone just curious 
about basenjis as well.  Lili Chin of Doggie Drawings helped us to 
produce the fi nal design.  

We had a nice entry for our 20th Annual Independent Specialty 
in Ixonia, WI in late July.  Sue Joyner, Joy-Us Basenjis, and Katie 
Campbell, Taji Basenjis, had a nice selection of basenjis to judge 
for sweepstakes and regular classes, respectively.  Th e results of 
the specialty can be found in this issue of the Bulletin.  In 2016, at 
our 21st Annual Specialty, the judges for sweepstakes and regular 
classes will be Brad Phifer, Sirobe Basenjis, and Kalen Dumke, 
respectively.  

During the annual meeting following the specialty, the election for 
the 2015-2016 offi  cers and board of directors was held.  Our offi  cers 
are Clay Bunyard, President; Laura Mae Hesse, Vice-President; 
Lisa Marshall, Secretary; and Lisa Lemberger, Treasurer.  Th e 
members of the board of directors are Karla Schreiber, Susan Cook, 
and Maggie Galaszewski.  

Th is fall we have two performance events. Our NOTRA  race meet 
is being held on October 3rd-4th which is followed a few weeks 
later by our fi rst AKC CAT on October 17th-18th, both at Greater 
Racine Kennel Club.  Details can be found on our club website.

Th e BCONC is proud to off er trophies 
at our specialty by Africa Matt ers, 
a non-profi t organization whose 
mission is to “to conserve natural 
resources, habitats and wildlife by 
initiating, promoting and supporting 
interaction between artists, educators 
and scientists.” Th e beaded and wire 
sculptures are truly works of art. See 
more at htt p://www.africamatt ers.com/.

MID-ATLANTIC BASENJI CLUB
LEEBETH CRANMER

On a hot, muggy Sunday in mid-June the MABC held its annual 
Fun Day at the Catoctin Dog Training Facility in Point of Rocks, 
MD. Despite the nearly unbearable weather, we had a good 
turnout—more than twenty-fi ve Basenjis and their owners. Our 
annual Fun Day is a great opportunity for informal mentoring as 
new puppy owners have a chance to meet members, ask questions, 
and try their hands in the ring in a non-stressful sett ing. 

Th is year Jane Johnson judged the Fun and Parts Classes. During 
the Parts classes she generously off ered tips on how to best show 
off  a Basenji’s wrinkles, feet, eyes, neck, and coat. During the Fun 
Classes she put the handlers through their paces and explained why 
she placed them in the order she did. Everyone left  the ring with a 
ribbon and a prize. Best Costume and Best Trick followed. Zahre 
Lane took fi rst place as an adorable Peacock and her housemate Paji 
took second as a handsome butt erfl y. Professor Lundell won the 
judge’s heart for fi rst place in the Trick class by taking rings while 
newcomer Ozzie Golden put in a good showing for second place. 
Runi Horan, Faith Hartigan, Oakley Trageser and Max Terry 
placed 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th in the Best Tailwagger class. Runi and 
his housemate Elvis Horan yodeled their ways to 1st and 2nd in the 
Best Yodeler class while Scott i Slonaker with Tina, Laura Gilchrist 
with Elphaba , Cindy Horan with Elvis, Shannon Horan with Runi 
and Rebekah Heiry with Cody showed what great sports they are 
by braving the heat in the T-Shirt Race. 

In the aft ernoon Claire Wisch judged our Fun Match. She created a 
relaxed atmosphere in the ring and helped all the pups and owners 
enjoy the experience. Best Puppy in Fun Match went to Stevie 
Hutchison and BOSP in Fun Match went to Fubu Hartigan. Best 
Adult in Fun Match was awarded to Elphaba Gilchrist and BOS 
Adult in Fun Match was awarded to Professor Lundell. Th e still 
lovely Morgan Slonaker took Best Veteran in Fun Match. We’d 
like to thank everyone who came out and participated in the event. 
We know the lack of air-conditioning in the building made for an 
uncomfortable sett ing. Next year we plan to move to a facility with 
air-conditioning and hope we will have even more people join us to 
mingle with members and their basenjis. It’s certainly a wonderful 
way for newcomers to meet people who can help mentor them in 
how to care for and competition with their Basenjis. 

I’d be remiss if I didn’t remind you that as I write this we are a mere 
three months away from the 2015 BCOA National. Th e MABC 

EVERGREEN BASENJI CLUB
MARY ELLEN CHAFFIN

Are you breeding a litter this year? Then this is for you!

While familiar to the horse world and at a national level in other 
breeds, a breeders-showcase “Futurity” event in Basenjis is unique to the 
Evergreen Basenji Club specialty held annually in July or August, at the 
same site as the 2013 BCOA National Specialty.  Th ese events are open 
to everyone, but require some pre-planning and dedication, just like 
breeding quality dogs.

Futurity and Maturity competitions have been a tradition at the 
annual EBC Specialty Show since 1976. Similar to a sweepstakes, 
winners of the events and placements in the various stakes 
are awarded cash prizes based on a portion of the nomination, 
enrollment, and entry fees collected.  

Futurity features puppies born between 6 and 18 months prior to 
the event and is broken into “divisions” of dogs or bitches of similar 
age. To be eligible to enter the Futurity, the breeder must nominate 
the bitch before (or within 30 days aft er) the whelping date and 
must nominate the puppy within the 3 months following its birth. 
As special recognition to the eff ort and commitment of breeders, 
the “Norm and Mae Wallace Award” presented to the Breeder of 
Best in Futurity is a one-of-a-kind piece of art, commissioned each 
year, featuring a dam and her brood. It is presented at the EBC 
banquet aft er the specialty.

Maturity is open to all dogs and bitches that competed in the 
previous year’s Futurity and has only two divisions, one for dogs 
and the other for bitches. It allows people to see how the puppies 
have matured into young adults since their appearance the year 
before.  Th e “Don Murphie” Award, a one-of-a-kind piece of 
artwork featuring a young adult basenji is presented to the Best in 
Maturity winner. Th e artwork is commissioned each year and is 
presented at the EBC banquet aft er the specialty.

Evergreen Basenji Club’s 2016 specialties will be held on August 
5 and 6, 2015 with Futurity/Maturity on August 5.  Western 
Washington Hound Association will hold Hound group specialties 
on August 6 and 7, 2016.  All 4 shows will be at Argus Ranch in 
Auburn, WA, the same site as the 2013 BCOA National Specialty. 

EBC invites everyone to nominate your bitches so your puppies 
can compete in 2016’s Futurity competition.  To get started, go to 
http://evergreenbasenjiclub.org/futurity/ or contact Mary Ellen Chaffi  n, 
Brenda Phillips, or Bill Bowlus-Root.
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is hosting this year. There is no better place to meet breeders, 
handlers, and owners who are willing to share their vast knowledge 
of our unique breed than at a national. If you have not made plans 
to attend, please check out the BCOA 2015 National website at http://

www.basenji.org/2015/index.htm for details and go to our public website 
on Facebook to keep abreast of all the events we have planned. 

RIP VAN WRINKLE BASENJI CLUB
SUSAN KAMEN MARSICANO

The RVW basenji club was able to send $450 to the Basenji Health 
Endowment, as a result of our 2015 fundraiser/raffle. This is 
something we have done annually for many years. The drawing was 
held at our 19th annual specialty match, in New Paltz, NY. 

You can see all about our match in full color in the August Wrinkler, 
pages 6 - 9: http://www.rvwbasenjiclub.org/MatchReportJune.2015.html

RVW Match: Veggie Eating Contest - pause before cleaning his plate. 

RVW Match: Costume Class - My Favorite Horoscope - Gemini.

I was asked to write about Bob and Ann House. Unfortunately, I 
only have memories for about 25 years and only basenji memories. 

I first met Bob and Ann in 1972 on the New England Dog Show 
Circuit. I was showing my second basenji Can. CH Foxy Mata 
Hauri while Bob House and Bob Forcier were showing their two 
tri Specials. I was a mother with two young children, one on the 
way, and really didn't plan to show dogs much, but these were local 
shows. Bob was very friendly and tried to help me show, but Foxy 
didn't win any points that day! 

I was taking training and handling classes and Bob encouraged me 
to go to more shows. I, of course, got the “bug” and he continued to 
help me when I saw him at the shows. I ended up finishing Foxy in 
Canada but not in the U.S. I bred Foxy and got a pretty girl and boy 
from her and finally got my first two American champions. 

Bob really liked my boy CH Mata Hauri Super Sleuth and offered 
to Special him for me for free. I didn't even know what that meant, 
but I drove down to Bob's house in Connecticut (3 + hours) every 
Thursday or Friday and picked Sleuth up on Monday. I was one of 
those owners that didn't want her dog to be away from home. Bob 
and Ann were so accommodating and didn't laugh at me. They were 
very kind to me and Bob got Sleuth into the Top Ten. That really 
did it for me and I was never the same! I liked having a top dog and 
that would never have happened without Bob and Ann. I lived too 
far from everyone so I had little contact with basenji people those 
first years. I couldn't travel much with three young children and a 

husband that was not a dog person, but I could get to Connecticut 
each weekend, even if I couldn't be at the shows each weekend. 

Bob and Ann were a great support for me as I learned how much 
I enjoyed my basenjis and showing and training. I really liked 
obedience (agility didn't exist at the time) but my favorite thing 
was breeding. Being a biology major, I loved genetics and raising 
puppies. Back then they were very difficult to sell and I never had 
more than 1 litter a year, but I wanted to breed another top dog. I 
got that in CH Mata Hauri Hai Karate and again Bob was the one 
that helped me. I thought Karate had too much white so I was going 
to sell him as a pet, but Bob looked at the litter and told me to keep 
him and sell a different one as a pet. He was right! After I finished 
Karate, Bob once again offered to show my dog as a Special. I was 
in CA for a year, but when I came back I let Bob and Ann take him, 
keep him, and show him. Bob moved away from New England and 
he lived in an apartment for a while where he wasn't able to have the 
extra dog, so he and Ann had to walk their dogs separately so no 
one would know how many dogs they had. Bob got Karate up to #1 
in Best of Breed and in the top 5 other systems. 

That was the last time I had a dog in the Top Ten until I met Andrew 
Sawler and Cindy Russell. I used to like to show in the classes 
but not the breed ring and money was tight so I never could hire 
a handler. I saw Bob and Ann at Specialties and after he became a 
judge, but I really missed them. Without Bob, I would never have 
been around the show ring enough to realize how much I loved it. 
I credit Bob and Ann for teaching me that I could get a dog in the 
Top Ten. I have many others to thank, especially after 1981, but Bob 
was the first! 

Reflections: Bob and Ann House
BY Debbie Hauri

House Estate Donation to BCOA
Bob and Ann House only had basenjis during their 30+ years of showing 

dogs. Ann passed away on November 18, 2014 and joined Bob and all of their 

beloved Basenjis across the Rainbow Bridge. 

Because Ann had spoken so lovingly about her dogs when she was working 

with her attorney to create her will, her estate representative and the attorney 

decided to offer the estate’s numerous trophies, awards, medallions, books, 

and photos - all related to Basenjis - to the BCOA to either keep as historical 

items or to offer at the National Specialty to raise funds for the Club. 

According to the estate representative, it is known that every trophy, goblet, 

tray, and medallion was won by a basenji. There are books on Basenjis and a 

beautiful wall plaque with etched glass that was given to Bob for judging the 

BCOA Specialty. There is an oil painting of a basenji in an African scene and 

multiple photos of Bob winning Best of Breeds and BIS with their basenjis. 

The BCOA was pleased to accept the estate items. The shipment is currently 

being inventoried by the BCOA Archives Action Committee.

Bob House at the 2000 BCOA National Specialty with junior handler Jeremy Jelinek.



It is the mark of a truly intelligent person to be moved by statistics.
George Bernard Shaw

There are lies, damned lies and statistics.
 Mark Twain
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Full Disclosure: I am relatively new to the Fancy (only since the summer 
of 2013), and even that is primarily as a devoted owner and/or slave 
to our Basenjis’ whims.  I am not, nor have I ever been, a breeder.  I 
am not, nor have I ever been, a conformation handler.  If you ask me 
for my opinion of a particular dog, I’m far more likely to describe their 
personality or behavior than their looks, structure, or lineage.  Show 
me the pedigree of a champion dog and my eyes are likely to glaze over.  
Show me a heap of statistical data, on the other hand, and my eyes will 
blaze with the fire of the possessed!  (I’m not knocking breeders and 
handlers, mind you… without all of those wonderful, dedicated people, 
I wouldn’t have Disa and Spyros in my life!)

As bizarre as this might sound to some, I am an enthusiast of 
statistical and information graphics, particularly the work of 
Edward Tufte.  Two of his books, The Visual Display of Quantitative 
Information1  and Envisioning Information2, have dramatically 
shaped the way that I think about the presentation of statistics and 
other data, numerical and otherwise.  The same underlying data 
can tell many different stories depending on how it’s presented.  All 
of these different stories have meaning, you just can’t tell all the 
stories with a single arrangement.  If charts and graphs make up 
even a small part of your daily life, I’d highly recommend tracking 
these books down.

The previous issue of the Bulletin contained a fantastic set of data: 
that from the Measuring Station Final Report.  The Breeders 
Education Committee and their volunteers did the difficult and 
time-consuming work of measuring the height, length, and weight 
of over 200 unique dogs (111 males, and 96 females) over the 
course of three years.  I asked them for a copy of that data to do 
some exploration, to see if I could tease out any other interesting 
information hiding within it.  What follows are my results, based 
entirely on their data.

A Data Geek’s Look at the Measuring Station Data
BY Jared Reisinger

HISTOGRAMS AND DONUTS: A QUICK PRIMER

Apologies in advance for this lingo-heavy section; it’s hard to 
discuss charts and statistics without using the terminology specific 
to them.  Histograms are typically used to present the relative 
distribution of continuous values across their expected range.  
Or, in plain English, they’re often used to present the results of a 
single measurement across a large number of samples.  Unlike like 
a bar chart where categories on the x-axis are related-but-distinct 
(like a clothing store sales chart with an x-axis that has “shirts”, 

“pants”, “socks”, and “fedoras”), in a histogram the x-axis categories 
represent ranges of values3  for a single statistic.  The height of 
each bar shows the number of measurements that fall within that 
range.  If you spend much time with histograms, one of the shapes 
you’ll see again and again if you squint at the overall shape of the 
bars is the famous bell curve, more properly known as a “normal 
distribution” or “Gaussian distribution,” shown here with a 
dotted line.  The normal distribution is a mathematical model for 
how we expect overall measurments for the entire population to 
vary based on some number of samples… which is exactly what 
many statistical studies are trying to do.  In a histogram made 
with real-life data, the bars typically won’t match up with the 
normal distribution as cleanly as in this example, but you should 
still see that the bars begin to approximate the shape of a normal 
distribution.

One of the arts to constructing a histogram is choosing the right 
size for the ranges on the x-axis.  Too small, and you’ll see “noisy” 
data; too big and you can’t get a sense of how the measurements 
vary across the complete range.  As an example, here’s what the 
male dog length data looks like using the eighth-inch precision that 
the original measurements were made in.  You can see that the bars 
look like a comb, and several of the bars are far over the normal 

1 ISBN: 978-0961392147, more information at: http://www.edwardtufte.com/tufte/books_vdqi
2 

ISBN: 978-0961392116, more information at: http://www.edwardtufte.com/tufte/books_ei
3 called “bins” in statistical parlance

distribution line.  This indicates that there is some “noise” in the 
data, which is natural occurrence in any attempt at data collection, 
let alone one involving our squirming, wiggling, furry friends.  
Given that the on-the-eighth-inch measurements themselves have 
values of only zero or one, I would infer that perhaps those specific 
measurements were made by a particulary careful measurer, and 
that most measurements were really only made accurate to the 
nearest quarter-inch.  In fact, if you look closely at the chart you’ll 
see that the 18” and 18 ½” bars are twice as tall as the 18 ¼” bar, 
which means that there’s a pretty good chance that the data will 
still be noisy at the quarter-inch scale, and we likely want to see the 
data grouped into half-inch ranges.  For each of the measurement 
sections that follow, I’ve chosen range sizes to help reduce 
noise and so that the bars do a good job of matching the normal 
distribution shown by the dotted curve.  I’ve also added a solid 
vertical line at the breed standard value, so that it’s easy to see at a 
glance how the measurements and normal distribution compare.  
Finally, the value listed on the x-axis is the midpoint of the actual 
range used; if three consecutive x-axis values are 3, 4, and 5, the 
actual ranges used would be 2 ½–3 ½, 3 ½–4 ½, and 4 ½–5 ½.  This 
ensures that the resulting counts don’t accidentally skew to smaller 
or larger range values than they should, and makes comparisons to 
the breed standard meaningful.

A donut chart is really just a fancier pie chart, but it allows me to 
show more than one pie chart in the same place.  Just like a pie 
chart, a donut is good at showing the proportions of measured 
data that add up to 100%.  In this article, I’m using them to show 
how much of the measured data falls below the breed standard 
vs. above the breed standard.  Note that I am not including those 
measurements that exactly match the standard itself, so instead 
of representing “100% of the measurements”, they really represent 

“100% of the not-exactly-at-the-standard measurements”.  What I’m 
hoping to convey is how balanced the measurements are around 
the standard, and if not, how unbalanced they are.  To make the 

“over” versus “under” easier to understand at a glance, the “over” 
values are the top part of the donut, and the “under” values are the 
bottom part.

Finally, in all of the following charts, I’m showing both males and 
females at the same time, both to save a little space, and because 
it highlights how the males and females compare.  The blue data 
represents males, and the red/pink represents females.  This is 
stereotypical, perhaps, but we’ve been so conditioned by this that it 
it actually aids in understanding; I bet you won’t have to check the 
legend to remind yourself which color means which sex!
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actual breed average.  Or, perhaps the introduction of African-stock 
dogs is impacting the average size of the measured Basenjis.  (This 
presumes there are enough recent-African-parented dogs to impact 
the sample; I have absolutely no idea whether this could be true or 
not.)

Aside from overall size, the thing that surprised me the most about 
this analysis was the apparent non-squareness of the dogs.  Again, I 
have no concrete answers about why this is, but my possible reasons 
mirror those for the overall size.  If we’ve been breeding away from 
the standard, then perhaps we’re also breeding away from square.  
Conversely, if the standard was based on a squarer-than-average 
subset of dogs, then perhaps what was measured is actually more 
typical.

There are some ways we could attempt to ascertain this 
information: if we record the year of birth of the dog when 
measurements are taken, we can see year-over-year trends that 
aren’t visible in the current report5.  Recording “how African” the 
dog is would also help to discover what effect that parentage might 
have.  Alternatively, someone could undertake a trip to Africa 
to measure dogs there, so we could see how “un-bred” Basenjis 
compare.

Any of these suggestions—and especially that one about 
measuring dogs in Africa!—are significant undertakings.  And, to 
be clear, I’m certainly not suggesting that the existing measurement 
report neglected anything as they collected measurement after 
measurement, year after year.  It is only after digging into the final 
data, and discovering the story hidden inside, that we uncover new 
questions to ask.

THE MEASUREMENTS

HEIGHT
A couple of things stand out to me from this chart.  There is a clear 
separation between the males and females; if you see a Basenji 
that’s 16 ½” or shorter, odds are it’s a female.  Standing at 17” or 
more, it’s probably a male.  We can also directly see that the average 
measured height (the peak of the normal curve) is a little more than 
a quarter-inch taller than the breed standard for males, and little 
less than a quarter-inch taller than the breed standard for females.

From the donut chart, it appears that there’s a 3-to-1 tendency 
towards “taller than standard” for males, and a 2-to-1 tendency for 
females.  Both of these are consistent with normal distribution; the 
only way to have averages taller than the breed standard is if more 
of the dogs fall on that side of the standard.

LENGTH
Here we can see a pronounced deviation from the standard, 
by about 2” for males and 1 ½” for females; in fact, the average 
measured female is even longer than the breed standard for males!

The donut chart makes clear how strong 
this tendency is: not a single male was 
measured below the standard length, and 
only one female was.

To me, this raises some questions that 
the available data can’t answer:  “Why 
is there such a bias toward longer-than-
standard dogs?”, and ”Is the measured 
average holding steady over time, or is 

it continuing to edge away from the breed standard?”  I’ll address 
these questions and others at the end of the article.

WEIGHT
In many ways (homophonic pun intended), the weight data was 
easier to contend with, from a presentation standpoint.  There 
is almost a 20 pound range between the lightest female and the 
heaviest male.  Attempting to show a chart with every ounce 
accounted for would result in over 300 bars, which is clearly overkill 
given that there are only 207 dogs in the sample!  Using histogram 
ranges of a full pound results in a nice, clean chart.

The average measured female—read from the normal distribution 
curve, not the apparent peak to its left—is around one pound less 
than the breed standard.  The males, on the other hand, appear to 
be averaging more than one pound over the breed standard.  There 
are some notable outliers in the 33–35 pound range; although you 
can’t tell from the charts, these do tend to correspond to the dogs 
on the upper end of the length and height ranges as well.

From the donut chart, we again see the difference between the 
males and females.  Although the average female weight is fairly 
close to the standard, far more of them actually measured as below 
standard than above.  This is a great example of the difference 
between the average and the distribution.  Despite the far higher 
number of below-standard-weight females, the outlier heavier 
females (at 29 and 30 pounds) are keeping the calculated average 
close to the right place.

PROPORTION
The last thing we can examine is the proportion of the measured 
dogs.  This is an indirect measurement, since attempting to 
measure diagonally across a dog isn’t likely to result in anything 

4 For the mathematically inclined: (length - height ) / length
5 The report includes the year the measurement was taken, but not of the 

dog’s birth.

meaningful!  For each dog in the data set, I’ve calculated the 
percentage of the deviation from “square” by subtracting their 
height from their length, and then dividing that result by the 
length4.  The division step helps to account for the fact that the 
same absolute difference in length and height is proportionally 

“bigger” on a smaller dog: a 1-inch difference on a 15-inch dog simply 
means more than a 1-inch difference on a 21-inch dog.

Here, unlike the other measurements, there’s a high degree of 
overlap between males and females.  This means that the division 
step of the calculation is probably doing what it is supposed to 
be doing, and also that both males and females have similar 
proportions to each other, somewhere around 7-8% longer than 
they are tall.

The donut chart tells the same story as it does with the length: the 
data shows a bias towards dogs that are longer than square.  This 
isn’t just because the dogs are longer than the standard, although 
that’s a part of it.  They are also taller than the standard, but not by 
enough to keep them square.  And before your jaw hits the floor 
at what seemingly bad news this is for a breed that’s supposed to 
be square, realize that a 7% difference in a 17-inch dog is only a 
little over 1 inch; we’re not about to start seeing Corgi-like Basenjis 
running around!

STEPPING BACK, AND MOVING FORWARD

So, we have a bunch of charts that are telling us a story about 
our breed, but what does it all mean, and what can we do with 
it?  I think the data is pretty clear that our dogs, as represented 
in the measurement sample, are longer and taller than the breed 
standard suggests.  I can think of a couple of possible reasons for 
this: perhaps we’ve been breeding dogs slightly larger and larger 
over time, or conversely, maybe the breed standard was written 
based on a subset of dogs which happened to be smaller than the 
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From time to time, breeders ask why there is such a time difference from submission 
of samples to receipt of results for Fanconi and PRA tests.  With the help of a few 
photographs, I will try to give you an idea of the process involved in from the time you  
order a kit until the result is produced and  
recorded in the OFA (Orthopedic 
Foundation for Animals) database.

At OFA, every weekday morning the orders from the day before are 
processed by comparing the information provided by the owner of 
the dog to the OFA database so that this test result will be stored 
with that dog’s previous records on other registries.  Since the 
DNA test can be performed as soon as you can get enough saliva to 
provide the DNA necessary, puppies are many times tested before 
they have registered names or registration numbers (if that is the 
case, please at least provide the registration numbers of the sire and 
dam).

1. First, forms and labels are printed with a barcode that identifies each of the orders.  
The barcode label is placed on the FTA card and that card along with instructions, in 
any one of several languages, and a foam swab are packaged ready for mailing.   The 
kits are almost always mailed the same day.  There are instances of kits being lost in 
the mail, especially going to foreign countries. If the kit has not been received after 
two weeks from the order date contact OFA and a another kit will be sent.

2. Each kit contains a mailing label to return the FTA card to the University of 
Missouri Veterinary school lab for processing. When the FTA cards arrive at the lab 
the barcode is scanned to indicate that it has been received.
Every FTA card barcode is matched against the order in the database. It is examined 
to make sure that there is enough saliva stain to produce usable DNA samples.

3. The samples are filed to wait until there are enough to complete a processing 
batch, or at most two weeks have gone by since the last processing. 

4. The next step is to punch 1/8 inch circles from the white area of each stained purple paper.  

5. The punched paper circles fall into a well on a 96 position plate and the computer 
that controls the punch, records the barcode information in the OFA database.

6.The database is updated to indicate that the sample is in process and then the 
FTA card is inserted into a page of a folder, determined by the computer and that 
location is stored in the OFA database.  In case there are issues with the result the 
database knows the binder, page, and slot, among 50,000 or so, where that FTA 
card is stored.  

7. After the circles are punched, a solution is applied to the well to extract the DNA.  
Then the plate containing the DNA solution is placed in the machine that analyzes 
each of the 96 wells and records the data. 

8. The database knows the barcode that is assigned to each cell and the results of 
the processing are analyzed. If there is no valid result for a particular sample the lab 
will take new punches from the same card and send it through one more cycle of 
processing.  If it fails again a new kit will be sent and the owner asked to do another 
collection.

9. Failure to generate a valid result is many times associated with the owner trying to 
get samples from very young puppies where there is not much saliva. It is sometimes 
difficult to get enough skin cells for the analysis. When collecting saliva from young 
puppies, as long as you use the same swab you can try it several times in order to get 
a good sample to create a good white area on the pad and be sure that there is some 
moisture showing through the backside of the purple piece of paper

10. Status of the processing that corresponds to that dog’s confirmation number is 
recorded and available to the owner usually on the day the test is run.  Those results 
are reviewed by the OFA staff and are released to complete certificates and letters 
to owners.  Also, the results are compared to readings that might already be in the 
database to verify that it is reasonable when compared to those of its parents, if they 
have results in the database.  Three days after the results are made available to the 
owner they are applied to the OFA web database and are available to the public.
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DNA Testing Process
By Jon Curby
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When a Crisis 
Hits Home
By Laura Pond

PART 2 of a two part series

Basenji Rescue and Transport (BRAT) began operating as 
a rescue organization in 1999.  Their mission is to rescue, 
rehabilitate, and re-home Basenjis.  As a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
organization funded primarily through donations and 
adoption fees, they are able to provide care and a nurturing 
environment for Basenjis in crisis. Their large network of 
volunteers re-homes approximately 300 Basenjis each year 
(Basenji Rescue and Transport, Inc., Website, 2011).  Much like 
the BCOA Rescue Liaisons and local Club rescue contacts and 
groups, every effort is made by BRAT to reunite a homeless 
Basenji with its breeder.

Basenjis whom are fortunate enough to land in the helping 
hands of BRAT come from many sources -   some are owner 
surrenders and some come from shelters.  All are placed in 
foster homes where they receive medical care (including 
sterilization), are DNA tested for Fanconi, tested for 
heartworm, and given current vaccines.

When a fostered rescue dog is ready for a new forever home, 
BRAT volunteers review their list of pre-approved homes and 
try to make the best match possible. Transport can sometimes 

be provided to the new home.  BRAT offers support to new owners 
who have questions or concerns during the adoption process and 
beyond.  Each newly adopted Basenji, and their family, is assigned 
a Coordinator so that if extra support is required to ensure a 
happy placement, it is always available.  Prospective adopters are 
encouraged to read BRAT’s “Reality Stories” to learn what life 
is like with this breed before they sign up and make a life-long 
commitment.

What Can WE Do?

Many years ago the Evergreen Basenji Club would pay for an 
Informational Advertisement in the local newspaper’s “Dogs for 
Sale” classified advertisement section and run it for a week.  The 
appointed Breeder Referral club member would field the phone 
calls and invite those interested to come to a club meeting or 
contact a club member if they had pups.  The Internet has replaced 
this method of reaching John Q. Public.  Puppy mills and Back-
Yard-Breeders use flashy advertisements on “Find me a Purebred 
Puppy” websites to entice buyers.  Unfortunately, they usually 
provide no contracts or terms, all sales are final with a no return 
policy, and AKC Limited Registrations are never mentioned (IF 
the pups are even eligible for AKC registration).  So far, it appears 
that very few reputable breeders use these sites.  If we wanted to 
help educate the public, advertisements on these websites could 
include an admonition for prospective puppy buyers to ask about 
health testing, encourage sellers to mention being an AKC Breeder 
of Merit, and promote one’s involvement with and commitment 
to the breed parent club, BCOA.  In other words, meet the enemy 
(the mills, the BYB’s) on their own turf.  We can be visible and 
be vocal.  It is NOT a bad thing to reach out to this puppy buying 
demographic – at least they are looking for a purebred puppy. You 
may find that some inquiries would be better served by a referral 
to BRAT.  Due diligence is expected, naturally. But a happy result 
could be that you place that pet pup or spayed yearling nearby and 
expose Jane Q to a responsible breeder… and expose that pup to a 
glorious spot of its own on the couch.

Facebook provides another venue for promoting responsible 
breeding and ownership of our beloved breed.  There are Facebook 
Groups of reputable breeders offering pups for sale.  John Q may 
join these groups and benefit from knowledgeable discussions and 
from exposure to quality breeders.  If you decide to participate, be 
friendly.  Offer a couple of “reality check” stories of your own – we 
all have them.  A really helpful Facebook Group might be, “HELP, 
my Basenji does…” –  a resource forum with solutions and support 
for frustrated owners before they give up and try to “re-home” their 
Basenjis on Craigslist.

By becoming visible advocates for Basenjis, and for all purebred 
dogs, we can help the  American public to learn to value and protect 
their pets.  BCOA members and BRAT volunteers, as well as 
hundreds of responsible breeders, step up to this challenge every 
day on behalf of our beloved barkless companions.

P H OTO S  T H I S  S P R E A D :  M I K E  R O A C H
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When I was asked to do an article on the aims and goals of 
mentoring, I immediately said yes, thinking that this would be an 
easy task, boy was I wrong. What is a “mentor?” The dictionary 
says, “advisor or guide”—for the world of dogs, I feel it is someone 
who helps a new exhibitor to a breed, from their first puppy, to 
understanding the show ring, and the standard of their chosen 
breed. It can also be a trainee judge that wants to learn about the 
breed and circumstances change for this mentor. In both cases, the 
mentor is trying to make the parties understand what is expected 
from them as a breeder or judge.

Mentoring the Breeder/ Handler   

You buy a basenji baby and the breeder says to you, “This is a great 
show prospect and I hope you will show it in the conformation ring.” 
In most cases the breeder then becomes your mentor and it is their 
job to train you in what is expected in the show ring and then to 
expand your knowledge as to why your basenji is a good specimen.

Understanding a breed standard, 
I believe, is the hardest lesson in 
the world and unfortunately a lot 
of breeders do not understand 
their own breed. In a lot of cases 
a breeder is rather blind to the 
problems within their lines, so will gloss over in this area and as 
a mentor I feel that you must be honest with people and not gloss 
over the problems in your breeding program.

One of the best peaces of advice given to me back in the early 70’s 
by a well-known basenji breeder was: Listen to everyone and 
make up your own mind. I was very lucky in my early days to 
be mentored by two wonderful ladies, Marie Dymock of Afrika 
Basenjis, and Lauris Hunt of Pukkanut Basenjis. It was interesting 
to find that Marie was conformation and soundness orientated, 
whilst Lauris was type orientated, so I got the best of both worlds.

I try very hard to teach my own version of these two points, 
and acknowledge that I do tend to err on the side of form and 
function—what was our breed was breed for. The breed standard 
is a tool for breeders and judges to give an overall view of the breed. 
I feel it is important to understand why a basenji is built the way it 
is —it is a hunting dog that needs to travel over large areas without 
breaking down. The Standard gives us the beauty points, but does 
not explain why a basenji is contracted to be able to hunt.

It is important that a mentor tries to make you understand the 
overall soundness and also the beauty in the type. In the long run, 
you as an individual make up your own mind and assess, as you 

Aims and Goals of Mentoring
By John Forbes, Baagna basenjis, AUSTRalia

understand it.  This means that your mentor must not only explain 
the good points of a dog, but also the faults of a dog, and then 
you make up your own mind as to what is important to you. It is 
important not to become fault orientated, but to look at the overall 
breed type.

I find so many people look as a basenji stacked and think that it 
looks wonderful, but a good handler can mould a basenji in to any 
shape they want. I can remember a basenji that I did quite a lot of 
winning with, as he was a great mover; it had a soft top line and a 
rather long back, but most of the photos taken of him show a short 
backed with a strong top line. It was hard work, but I could mould 
him into place. So one of the issues, which I stress upon breeders 
and judges, is to evaluate a dog moving or standing free. This will 
shows most things, as we have a short coated breed and you can see 
everything if you look closely.

Mentoring a Trainee Judge

When mentoring a judge, all the above is important, but the biggest 
difference is making a judge understand the difference between 
form and function and acknowledged breed characteristics. You 
see too many judges that will basically judge on head, because the 
standard calls for profuse wrinkle and they do not understand the 

overall shape of a basenji and their unique movement that must 
result in a level back.  I am sure there are many people who are now 
disagreeing with me and I must stress this is my opinion.

As a breeder and handler of the breed, one of the biggest 
disappointments for me is the loss of our light tireless gait that 
made the basenji travel over large distances without tiring. Sorry, I 
digress; mentoring a judge means you must be able to explain and 
evaluate which is the best basenji in font of you, unlike the breeder, 
who must recognise the faults in the brood bitch or stud dog so that 
they can attempt to correct the problem.

Mentors Heartache 

Some times you will find that a person is not suitable to be 
mentored and there are many reasons for this, unfortunately the 
main reason is because they know “better.” Regrettably, some times 
a person who starts with a reasonable dog and then does a bit of 
winning then believes that their dog is perfect and will not listen to 
others about the problems associated with the dog. The other type 
of person who is hard to mentor is what I call the “Fault Finder,” 
and all they can do is find fault with all the dogs they look at and 
cannot see the good points.

Benefits of having a Mentor

Whether you are a judge or a future breeder of basenji, there are 
so many reasons why you should find someone to mentor you in 
your chosen breed. The best reason for a mentor is that the aim of 
breeders and judges is to maintain or improve the breed. As such 
you will need to understand fully the complication of the breed. 
Knowledge in conformation, health, and quality is the factor that 
should drive these people to our breed. Breeder mentors can assist 
with pedigree and linage information, being able to foresee what 
is expected with the particular mating. Once again, I must say that 
there are always two sides to a story, so if someone talks about 
a problem within a line, being health or genetic, please do your 
research and make your own conclusion. We get so many rumours 
about dogs or lines and most cases they are twisted because the full 
facts are not known by the source.

In conclusion, I can say that I have found so much joy in mentoring 
people, and feel I can claim quite a few here in Australia—although 
some do occasionally do make mistakes, it gives me great joy to 
see them winning in the ring with good dogs. I have tried not to 
be type orientated, but have erred a few times, so please forgive 
me, but after 40 years of breeding and showing I do have definite 
opinions.  

Listen to everyone 
and make up your 
own mind.

P H OTO S  T H I S  S P R E A D  P R O V I D E D  B Y  J O H N  F O R B E S
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Without mentoring, the knowledge that we have today about 
Basenjis cannot be fully passed on to the next generation.  Without 
breeders who understand the breed fully, they cannot produce 
exhibits for the informed judge to evaluate... and for the most 
part (like it or not), that’s how champions are made and how most 
progeny are inspired.  Mentoring differentiates between junk 
and sound advice.  Experience is the application and proof of that 
education; there is absolutely no substitute for time and in-depth 
experience in the breed.

I’ve witnessed many new people to the breed “learning all about 
Basenjis” online through personal websites, forums, lists, and 
Facebook.  For a number of reasons, these are not comprehensive 
methods to lay a foundation of genuine understanding.  We are 
very fortunate in our breed to have the Basenji University online, 
which is one of the most comprehensive learning tools available 
for any breed.  Tactile demonstration (in other words “hands 
on”), and viewing exhibits and discussing them in real time, are 
required to really truly “get it.” Without mentoring, there is no 
tactile opportunity to learn our breed, or this craft.  You are 
unable to learn in-depth dog breeding in school anymore.  Animal 
husbandry with any focus on canine reproduction is a dying 
degree even in agricultural universities.  The vast majority of 
today’s society doesn’t view dog breeding as “responsible.” Without 
mentoring in this very personal method of teaching, I fear that true 
understanding for the long-term preservation of our breed will fade 
away.

I consider mentoring a fancier as my investment in the breed’s 
future.  Like any other investment, I’m going to carefully weigh 
how much I am going to (or am expected to) give with what the 
Breed is likely to receive in return.  I don’t consider mentoring as 
charity work; it’s much more than that.  My goal, for mentoring 
someone, is a true investment in a person who has what I consider 
a mutual long-term commitment to the breed, 
with the hope and faith that when I’m dead 
and gone, they too will “pass it on,” not just to 
one person, but to others who possess patience, 
fortitude, and passion to continue with the 
breed—and then in time, those will “pass it 
on” again.  Personally, I’m not interested in 
spending endless hours with one person to 
help accomplish their own personal success/goals who then quits 
the breed for other priorities and/or never shares the information 
with the next generation.  Mentoring, to me, is the method for 
perpetuating this complex, tactile, historical, traditional, native, 
intelligent, and beautiful breed to the future.  Mentors are the 
conduit.  When it comes to in-depth, long-term mentoring, I am 

primarily interested in devoting my time in those who I believe 
have a knack for this hobby and those who can and will become 
future mentors.

There are differences in “mentoring.”  There is short- and long-term 
mentoring:

There is mentoring for those who are breeder-judges in other breeds 
who aspire to become Basenji judges as they work towards the 
ability to judge the Group; I consider that (with few exceptions) 
short-term mentoring.  AKC has long understood the value of such 
tutoring sessions, and they are required for all judge applicants.  
When mentoring prospective judges, it is assumed that these 
mentees have a solid grasp of how dog shows operate and are 

well-versed in canine structure, locomotion, 
and anatomy (thus able to easily comprehend 
the gist of The Standard).  In addition, they 
understand the challenges of handling a dog; 
more specifically, how good/poor handling 
skills influences the appearance of an exhibit—
and how to see through those illusions.  For 
the most part, such tutoring is to discuss the 

nuances and fancy points of The Standard.  Unless there were 
simple scheduling conflicts, or AKC requirements for the mentee 
that I could not satisfy, I can hardly think of a reason why I would 
not accommodate such a request for a few hours.  I feel that is my 
duty to the BCOA Judges Education Committee, and the all-breed 
Fancy at large.

There are also students who are not judges but have some level 
of experience with the breed, who are interested in a sit-down 
discussion about the breed and/or want to learn my opinions and 
values on the nuances of the breed.  There are also those who wish 
to observe what is communicated in the BCOA Judges Education 
presentations.  Such educational opportunities are generally 
limited to one or two sessions and last 2-4 hours.  Some will call 
this “mentoring;” I would prefer to call it something else like 

“tutoring” or “observing.”

And sadly, there are also 
those who are simply 
looking for short-cuts 
because they are tired of 
losing in the show ring.

I feel that it is a very 
personal matter when I give reasons that discourage me from 
mentoring an individual.  In lieu of this, I ask of you, readers, to 
only associate my causes to me personally, as other mentors will 
have their own.   I would suggest that anyone who wants to be 
mentored to have a conversation with the mentor about their 
expectations so that there are not any hard feelings.

1) I never mentor anyone who doesn’t specifically ask for it; I figure 
that if people want my opinion, they will ask for it.  If they don’t ask, 
I assume they don’t want it.

2) For the mentee to understand the concept, I need to feel an 
easy flow of communication with them on a personal level.  We 
all know/appreciate when we “click” with someone and when 
we don’t; despite all best intentions, if there is any difficulty in 
communicating abstract concepts, they will be better learning from 
someone else.

3) I am interested in mentoring people who have similar values 
to me in the way that they treat people and treat the sport.  I 
believe that some people have become so deeply entrenched in the 
competition of the sport that they have lost the critical value of the 

community that supports it.  The health and joy of the community 
that we collectively share is critical to make it an activity that 
anyone wants to remain in for decades-to-life.   So I encourage 
people who I mentor to take an active role in the dog community by 
giving back with skills that they possess and/or gain.  The key here 
is to participate beyond simply playing The Game and breeding/
selling puppies.  There is always “something” that ANYONE can 
do to help the community at large; if you volunteer and give to 
the community, the community will notice and give back to you.  
It really is that simple.  This is how mentoring works: Give and 
Take in balance over time.  Habitual Takers are the leeches of our 
community, and I’m determined not to feed them.

There is a certain amount of decorum that is expected to establish 
trust.  Over the years with loads of experience and various levels 
of success in breeding and exhibiting dogs, you experience highs 
and lows.  Before modern media was readily available, face-to-
face mentoring was just about all anyone had to learn the craft of 
animal husbandry and dog breeding.  These days, many people 
often advertise their highs, but since it is often painful, depressing, 
or difficult to share the lows, they don’t.  Social media has made 
a trough for bullies and a platform for those whose curiosity 
is stronger than their sensitivity.  In trust, the best of mentors 
will reveal the fears and vulnerabilities they have experienced 
for the mentee’s gain.  With this trust, I expect a mentee to 
not immediately disclose such information freely with others, 
particularly with competitors as it will be taken out of context 
and converted to gossip.  Over time, sensitive information may 
not be so sensitive, but in the here-and-now it can be.  A number 
of times I’ve seen a newbie receive mentoring, and then hours 
later cheerfully communicate their interpretation of a two hour 
conversation with a mentor’s competitor bragging about their 
new found knowledge, not realizing that they have crossed a line 
of trust.  Most of the best mentors have been “burned” a time or 
two as such, and it has left them bitter or less accessible.  It’s only 
natural that any such mentor who values his/her own time, would 
be guarded about sharing their deepest knowledge and time too 
freely; no mentor should be shamed for that.

With that, I expect a mentee (meaning one being mentored) to 
understand that when I mentor them, it is based upon my own 
personal experience and knowledge.  What is true for me and my 
bloodline, may or may not be true for others (and vice versa.)  My 
belief, when opinions are divided across The Fancy this is most 
often the crux of the matter.  When you pair up with a mentor, you 
find that some methods will work most of the time, over time, but 
there are always elusive surprises.

Mentoring should be a dedicated honor in time, energy, and 
heart; it is the life extension of our breed into the future.  Without 
respectful mentors and mentees to collaborate for the prosperity of 
our breed, we will lose significantly as a Fancy.  However, we as a 
fancy are determined, just as our breed, and I feel that perpetually 
we can succeed if we take time to support one another for the 
betterment of both the breed and fancy.

Mentoring Outside Your Breed
I have also mentored exhibitors who come from other breeds (and 

stay there), but have trouble finding willing mentors in their own 

breed.  I have also greatly benefited myself from such relationships, 

learning through other breed experts, and will never take those for 

granted.  My mother, who bred and showed Dalmations for over 

40 years, once told me, "Regardless of your interest in their breed, 

if you kindle a friendship with a bona fide breed expert willing to 

mentor and teach you in their breed, learn from them; their passion 

about their breed will be infectious and you will become a true 

Fancier - and no doubt the knowledge and experience you gain 

from them will sharpen your skills in your own breed.  And in this 

competitive game we play, having more genuine friends is always 

more pleasurable." Thanks Mom!

This is how mentoring 
works: Give and Take in 
balance over time. 
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Mentoring should be a 
dedicated honor in time, 
energy, and heart.
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Mentoring
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Introduction by Marianne Klinkowski

Mentoring, in all its many aspects, is probably the most important thing we can do in the world of dogs, whether we 

are mentoring new puppy buyers who are raising a precocious Basenji youngster, fledgling breeders who are excitedly 

planning their first-ever litter, or judges who  are just starting out and wish to someday evaluate our dogs in the show 

ring. We were all beginners at some point and, if we were lucky, we found a stalwart breeder or exhibitor who was 

willing to share years of hard-earned experience and show us the ropes. A good mentor can save a novice years of trial 

and error and can put him or her on the right track from the very beginning.

Our breed is extremely fortunate to have a large body of experienced, knowledgeable and generous fanciers who do 

not hesitate when asked to share their expertise with either a student or a longtime judge who comes to them with a 

question or a problem they have faced when judging our breed.  And all of us who breed and show our dogs have a 

very real influence on the judges who see our dogs in the ring and in the magazines, who speak to us at club meetings 

or kennel visits and at ringside when they seek to learn the finer points of breed type. In a very real sense, we are all 

mentors, no matter how long our time in the breed, as we wholeheartedly share our love and appreciation for the 

Basenji with all those who seek to learn.

Ringside mentoring  at the 2013 BCOA National Specialty at Argus Ranch Facility for Dogs, Auburn, WA.

FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF A MENTOR
What are your aims/goals in mentoring someone?

Susan Coe  The objective is to help that person to understand their 
basenji both mentally and in relation to the standard.

Damara Bolté  My aim in mentoring someone is to acquaint them 
with the breed.  This may be impacted by their goal; there may be 
a little different emphasis if they want to judge the breed or if they 
expect one day to be an owner or a breeder.  In either or any case, I 
would like them to become familiar with all aspects of the breed.  
This includes history, purpose, temperament, and abilities so as 
to recognize the physical qualities that makes a good Basenji, or 
whatever breed, and not just identifying the faults.  I also want to 
instill in their mind’s eye a picture of the ideal individual.

Sally Wuornos  I want to educate them about basenjis, to help them 
understand the standard, and to give them some insight into the 
little quirks that basenjis have while helping them become better at 
what they want to do.

Michael Work  I simply want to help someone that has an interest 
in the breed.  There is no school you can go to or text book that will 
teach you what you want to know.  It is similar to going to school to 
be a hair dresser or mechanic.

Helena Strombert  I foremost aim to give the young breeder all the 
history of our breed.  I also want to share my mistakes—not just 
what I have done right.  I want to teach how to be super critical of 
one’s own stock, to never go for second best when choosing a stud 
dog, to remember to find at least five faults in your bitch before you 
are ready to breed her, and to be humble in the art of breeding.

Doreen Duffin  My aim would be to help a person learn about a 
breed—to understand and interpret the Breed Standard and to 
learn about, and comprehend, points that may not be explained in 
the Standard.  An example of that in our Basenji breed is the part of 
the English and FCI Standard that says “high on leg compared with 
its length,” which interprets as wanting slightly more length of leg 
than body depth.

What are your expectations of a person receiving 
mentoring?

Susan Coe  Willingness to learn is the most important 
characteristic.

Damara Bolté  I would hope the mentee has a genuine interest in 
learning.  Without this thirst to really understand the breed and 
have the ability to comprehend what is being fed to him/her, it 
is a waste of time and effort.  Recognizing type is important in 

identifying and recognizing those characteristics which exemplify 
the breed and sets it apart from the others.

Sally Wuornos  I expect for them to pay attention and ask questions 
about our breed.

Michael Work  I really have no expectation from them.  Hopefully, 
they will learn or retain something that I have to say.  A lot of what I 
say may be opinion but a lot will also be facts.

Helena Strombert  It is very important for the young breeders to 
know about the history of our breed.  It is also very important to 
have someone with more experience in which to ask questions.

Doreen Duffin  I would expect them to really want to learn about 
the breed, to listen, and to ask questions.  They should read as much 
as possible about the breed, including the Illustrated Standards 
that are available for most breeds.  I would expect them to attend 
dog shows and watch the judging of the breed, with or without me 
being present, and also watch other breeds being judged, as that 
can be helpful.  They need to speak to breeders and owners and 
ask questions, as most are quite willing to help a newcomer; it is 
important that they ask if they can go over their dogs and critique 
them and have the owner say if they are correct or not.  I find that 
most owners will be honest about their dogs to people wishing to 
learn and will admit that some parts need improvement and will 
point out the good points.

Why is it important to mentor?

Susan Coe  If the breed is going to be maintained in reasonably 
good condition with new folks coming along to take the place of 
the oldsters, experience needs to be shared.

Damara Bolté  I believe it is of primary importance to be an 
objective, articulate, and knowledgeable mentor so to provide a 
source from which others can learn and hopefully develop an eye.  
The importance to the mentee is to receive the help in obtaining 
and developing knowledge and appreciation for the breed from a 
reliable source.

Sally Wuornos  It is important to help newcomers and share my 
knowledge base and experiences so they stay active in the breed.

Michael Work  It’s important because there is nowhere else to go 
and learn the things you can learn from a mentor.  It took me fifty 
years of experience and talking to other people to learn what I 
know now.  I can share that knowledge.

Helena Strombert  As I believe there is no future without the past, 
mentoring is very important and I believe all new young breeders 
should have a mentor.

Doreen Duffin  When a person obtains their first dog, they may not 
have any intention of showing, but may be talked into it by friends 
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(as I was 45 years ago).  Th ey may not know how a good example 
of their breed should look and move.  Th ey may need mentoring 
on how to show their dog to the best advantage, or how to prepare 
the dog for the show ring.  It is important to assist and help new 
exhibitors to enjoy the wonderful hobby of dog showing.

What reasons might dissuade you from mentoring 
anymore?

Susan Coe  It is prett y hard to imagine not wanting to share what 
I’ve learned over the years.

Damara Bolté  I don’t have reasons to not mentor.  It is a need that 
continues, especially when you have long-time breeders available to 
be mentors!

Sally Wuornos  It would dissuade me if they have that “instant 
expert” mentality and don’t really want to learn from my 
experiences.

Michael Work  It is sometimes frustrating to me when I spent a 
lot of time with someone and they didn’t seem to listen or retain 
anything I had to say.

Helena Strombert  If a person asks you to be their mentor but you 
fi nd out early in the relation that they do not listen to you at all, I 
have nothing to give them.

Doreen Duffi  n  It may be that I fi nd the person I am mentoring 
is not really interested in learning the “ins and outs” of the breed, 
or, if they are also being mentored by another person who may 
have diff erent interpretations of the Standard than I have and they 
dispute my reasoning.

What do you believe are the benefi ts to the 
individual and to the breed to provide mentoring?

Susan Coe  Individual: A person with no showing, breeding, or 
performance experience can be overwhelmed and confused by 
how complex it all is—much more complex than they expected.  A 
novice person loves their dog and assumes it is the most beautiful 
basenji alive.  Over time they need to learn how to evaluate 
basenjis so they can understand the judge’s decisions bett er and 
be able to breed for good quality.  Th ey need to learn how to 
maximize their dog’s performance in the ring to bring out its best 
features.  Constantly losing is very discouraging especially when 
you don’t understand why your dog is not measuring up.  Breed: 
Th e breed can gain new enthusiastic breeder-exhibitors who are 
always needed.  Mentor: Th e mentor gets to enjoy watching the 
development of a student into a colleague.

Damara Bolté  If you are able to articulate what you know and you 
do appreciate the breed and are a supporter of it, you should not 
pass up the opportunity to share your knowledge and enthusiasm.  
Th e old adage “practice makes perfect” certainly holds true in 
mentoring.  Th e more you study and try to describe to the mentee 
the characteristics that are especially unique and typify this 
breed, the more you develop in them the confi dence to recognize 
desirability and appreciation for the basenji.  Th e more exposure 
others have to the breed, the more they can learn and appreciate it.  
You are educating others and developing your own ability to teach.  
Th is is a win-win situation.

Sally Wuornos  It helps to keep those interested in the breed active 
in the breed.  It’s good to help them overcome and/or avoid some of 
the pitfalls of being a newcomer to our breed.

Michael Work  A lot of what I learned, I’ve learned the hard way—
experience, trial, and error.   It would be a shame to die without 
passing on to someone the things that took me so long to learn.  
And for me not to pass things on that other mentors, breeders, or 
basenji people have taught me would be an equal loss.

Helena Strombert  Our breed is an inheritance from the past, a gift  
from the pharaohs!  I think it is our responsibility to do all we can 
do with the greatest care and knowledge to lead the basenji into the 
future.  As I started, I end.  Th ere is no future without the past!

Doreen Duffi  n  Hopefully, the individual will come to understand 
the show scene and the Standard, how that breed should move, and 
the purpose of the breed.  When I started judging, I was taught 
when a dog walks into the ring, to think “What is the purpose of 
that breed, what is he bred for?”  Hopefully, I have mentored that 
person to think, “Could he do what he is bred for?  Is his breed 
type according to the Standard?  Does he move according to the 
Standard?”

Mentor Panelists

Sally Wuornos
Sonbar Basenjis

North Branch, MN

Damara Bolté
Reveille Basenjis

Leesburg, VA

Susan Coe
Akuaba Basenjis

Healesville, Victoria, Australia

Michael Work
Sirius Basenjis

Georgia, VT

Helena Strombert
Kennel Faraoland

Mjölby, Sweden

Doreen Duffi  n
Makuba Basenjis

Boronia, Victoria, Australia

Doreen Duffi  n

Carrie Jones
Ankhu Basenjis

Eyota, MN

Deb Henning
Leawood, KS

Mentee Panelists

Karla Schreiber
New World Basenjis

Prospect Heights, IL

Paying it Forward: Mentoring (continued)

Photo of Jackpot. Courtesy of John Forbes.
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have all of the answers, or who doesn’t want to consider views that 
differ from their current beliefs or “what they’ve been told...”  If 
there’s actually been a decline in the overall quality of mentoring, 
I don’t think any fingers should be pointed solely at the folks out 
there with significant breed experience.  As a new person starting 
out, how amenable are you to learning, and how much do you want 
to learn? How well do you take constructive criticism (of yourself 
as well as your dog).  Passionate students of the breed learn, even 
if their mentors are lacking in some respects.  They will obtain the 
information they need from a variety of sources, synthesize it, and 
eventually develop their own understanding of various aspects of 
the fancy.  A good mentor is a tremendous advantage, but it is still a 
two-way process!

Deb Henning  Good mentors do exist and I credit much of my 
success and enjoyment to them.  The best mentors may seem 
unapproachable; I think the case usually is they are incredibly busy.  
I suggest watching the people you admire.  Try attending shows 
(especially the Nationals and Specialties if possible), schedule home 
visits when time allows and get to know them.  Identify your needs 
and match yourself up with people who will provide you with the 
guidance to help you meet your goals.  Keep talking to potentials 
until you find the best fit for you.

Carrie Jones  Finding a good mentor is not easy.  Aside from 
needing to find someone with whom you respect, you need to 
find a mentor who is at a point in their life when they can devote 
time and energy to answering the endless questions asked.  Also, 
if personalities don’t mesh well together, learning can be difficult 
and painful for everyone involved.  If newcomers have difficulties 
finding a good mentor, maybe they haven’t looked long enough or 
far enough.  I can think of several long-time breeders and exhibitors 
who I greatly respect and appreciate any information they are 
willing to share with me, and yes, they ARE both approachable 
and willing, but they do not go searching for students.  Frankly, 
the cynical part of me would be leery of someone who would 
overtly go searching for students as I would have to question their 
sincerity and motives.  But, I think this thought is an example of 
how personalities need to blend well for an optimal relationship.  
Over the years, I’ve had the good fortune of learning about all 
things basenji from several people, but of course, Linda Ehlers has 
spent an exhaustive amount of time and energy mentoring me and 

she tends to be laid back and I not only enjoy spending time with 
her, but I also appreciate her teaching style as it works well with my 
learning style.  I think finding a good mentor is like finding a rare 
gem.  You should keep looking and stay patient and eventually all 
that effort should bring good fortune in the form of a valued mentor.

What do you believe are the benefits to the 
individual and to the breed to receive mentoring?

Karla Shrieber  As human beings, I think we’re biologically 
programmed to learn from one another.  We learn best when we 
don’t learn in a vacuum and when information that’s conveyed 
can be echoed back and sounded out via follow-up questions.  It is 
possible to learn a lot by reading, watching, and self-teaching—in 
fact those are critical aspects of learning that should always go 
hand in hand with mentoring.  But a mentor provides a new fancier 
with a sounding board, as well as immediate access to others in the 
fancy who can provide additional perspectives.  In those respects, a 
mentor is critical, because no book, article, or video can ever really 
duplicate the immediate honest feedback, and networking help that 
a mentor can provide.

Deb Henning  The individual benefits are many, and it saves time 
and can decrease frustration.  Expertly handling Basenjis in general 
(not just referring specifically to showing) isn’t quite as easy as the 
professionals make it look.  Great mentors are worth their weight 
in gold, and newcomers are the key to our breed’s future!  It’s not 
always what you know; it’s who you know and how you build on 
it.  In my opinion, everyone has an important God-given talent 
they can share, whether it is in regards to health, rescue, training, 
conformation, obedience, performance, or comradery.  In the end, 
the best part is sharing the journey with your mentors.—Thank you 
for the incredible mentors in my life—I hope you know who you are!

Carrie Jones  Good mentorship can result in a newcomer 
possessing a better understanding all things basenji, and, as a result, 
newcomers may be more likely to have longevity with the breed 
and will, hopefully, share what they know with younger generations 
of newcomers.  As I mentioned previously, understanding breed 
history will aid future guardians of the breed in making wise 
decisions rather than decisions made out of ignorance.

Carrie Jones  My expectations of a mentor are to exercise patience, 
be willing to freely share information, and advise the mentee.  
Correct mentorship is done when the mentor advises and offers 
guidance, but does not make decisions for the mentee.  Learning 
will never take place if the learner doesn’t try to apply their newly 
obtained knowledge into their own breeding program, handling 
techniques, etc.  A mentor should not be overbearing or directive.  
All this being said, the mentee has to try to make decisions on their 
own after reading books, watching others, and learning from others.  
A mentee should not overestimate their knowledge and once they 
become experts at all things basenji, they will hopefully offer this 
information to willing-to-learn newcomers.  When I’m at work, I 
just cringe when I see nursing students or new graduates behave 
dangerously, thinking they know more than their preceptors, and 
I can only hope they learn really fast that they are acting too big for 
their britches.  Years of experience cannot be replaced by reading a 
few books.  But, please don’t misunderstand me; read those books 
AND learn from someone with longevity in the breed.

Why is it important to be mentored?

Karla Shrieber  Whenever we begin to learn something new, 
whether it is career-related, or hobby related, it is a tremendous 
advantage to have someone take a personal interest in you and 
guide you.  It gives the new person confidence to know there’s 
someone willing and able to help them learn.  Without a mentor, it 
can be hard to navigate the “social side” of the dog fancy.  Proper 
introductions to others who can, in turn, provide additional 
mentoring, is extremely important.  Having that access to more 
than one point of view is important—both in the near- and short-
term.

Deb Henning  Our breed has some very talented individuals with 
a wealth of knowledge and experience that are willing to help.  Due 
to the unique characteristics of our breed, everyone can benefit 
from doing their homework.  Knowledge is power and it’s next 
to impossible to excel in whatever you are trying to accomplish 
without adequate research.

Carrie Jones  I could go on and on about the importance and 
benefits of being mentored, but I think it really boils down to 
learning about the breed, its unique history, and in doing so, 
preserving and respecting the future of our breed.  You can’t move 
forward without understanding history.

Why do you believe there is a perception that good 
mentors no longer exist?

Karla Shrieber  Mentoring is a two-way street.  Someone has 
to want to mentor, and the person being mentored has to want 
to learn.  There’s no way (that I’m aware of) to magically impart 
knowledge and experience to someone who believes they already 

FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF A MENTEE
What are your aims/goals in receiving mentoring?

Karla Shrieber  When I started out back in 1988, I had no aims or 
goals at all regarding mentoring.  I didn’t know I’d be receiving any 
mentoring!  Of course, I did receive mentoring, and plenty of it–not 
only from the breeders of my first Basenjis, but from other fanciers, 
as well.  Thinking back, what I wanted most at the time was 
assurance that I was “doing things properly.”  What kind of show 
collar and lead do I need?  Why kind of food is best?  What kind of 
crate?  How do I enter an AKC conformation show?  Why did dog 
A win that class, rather than dog B?  I had lots of questions—and I 
wanted lots of answers.

Deb Henning  Personally, I ultimately look for trusted breeder/
handlers with whom I can develop lifelong relationships.  People I 
can learn from and ones whose goals are similar to mine.

Carrie Jones  For me, personally, seeking mentoring from long-
term, experienced basenji fanciers whom I trust(ed) was aimed 
at learning everything basenji.  I wanted to learn more about the 
breed, structure, temperament, training, handling, and health.  
And, that’s only what I KNEW I wanted to learn.  In truth, my 
mentor taught me much more than that!  I was also well aware 
that obtaining so much information would take years to learn and 
even more years to apply what I had learned.  I can remember once 
hearing someone relatively new to the breed comment that she 
planned to be as successful as her mentor in five years’ time.  Her 
short-lived time in the breed did see some success, but it’s foolish 
and arrogant to think that years of practice and learning can be 
achieved with little effort.

What are your expectations of a mentor?

Karla Shrieber  At the outset, if a person is not only new to the 
breed, but new to showing/breeding, you do not know what you 
need.  Some people are very proactive and outgoing and will ask 
questions at the drop of a hat.  Other people might be more retiring, 
and need to be helped along in terms of “not knowing what they 
don’t know.”  So as a mentor, I think you have to have a decent 
personal knowledge of the individual you’re trying to help—what 
are their needs, and how can you help to meet them?  In a very big 
picture sense, though, I think a good mentor should help a new 
person navigate the “nuts and bolts,” help them gain social entre 
to the fancy, and give them the tools to learn how to think about 
breed-related issues, rather than merely dictating what to think.

Deb Henning: I set the bar high!  First and foremost, they must be 
honest.  I want mentors who genuinely want the best for their dogs, 
in addition to preserving and improving the breed.

Paying it Forward: Mentoring (continued)

Ringside discussion at 
the 2012 BCOA National 
Specialty in Gettysburg, PA.
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Greater Chicagoland Basenji Club
2015 Specialty Results

In light of the coming Yearbook format, some of the 
Specialty results in this issue of the Bulletin are abbreviated.  

We also want to ensure that ALL affi  liate club Specialties 
are covered in the Yearbook.  Does your club have specialties 
in venues other than conformation?  Lure coursing? 
Obedience/Rally? Great, we want to include them all.

So, even if your club doesn’t normally submit Specialty 
results to the Bulletin, we’ll be contacting you in the coming 
months to get the results and any photos that should be 
included. 

Conformation specialties will get a 2 page spread, and 
specialties in performance venues get up to 1 page. Th ese 
pages can be fi lled however the club wants.  You’re welcome 
to do the layout or we’ll do it for you. (If you fi nd you need or want 

additional pages to adequately cover your event, those pages will be billed at 

the normal advertising rate per page.)

See more about the Yearbook on page 26.

BCOA Yearbook: Coming in April !

JUNE 13, 2015

SWEEPSTAKES 
JUDGE: MRS. PATRICIA BRIGHT
Total Entry: 
Puppies:  dogs,  Bitches
Veterans:  dogs,  bitches

Best Puppy in Sweepstakes
LAUREL FRANKLY SPEAKING LET ME BE FRANK 
L. Hesse, K. Coleman

Best Opposite Sex to Best Puppy in Sweepstakes
LAUREL FRANKLY SPEAKING I’M ON MY WAY ELSEWHERE
C. Jones, M. Jones, L. Hesse

Best Veteran  in Sweepstakes
GCH DC JERLIN’S OUR ZURI PUPIN, MC LCX
T. Colbert, R. Robinette

CONFORMATION
JUDGE: MRS. FRANCINE SCHWARTZ
Total Entry: 
Regular Classes:  dogs ( points),  Bitches ( points)
Veteran Classes:  dog,  bitches
Best of Breed:  dogs,  bitches

Best of Breed
GCH ELDORADO N AKUABA DREAM LOVER (Dog)
D. DeFlorio, K. Cabral

Best of Winners & Winners Bitch
KALEONAHE’S COPACABANA
R. Calmelat, K. Cabral, S. Strobel

Best of Opposite Sex
CH SIGNET MEISTERHAUS GOSSIP GIRL (Bitch)
E. Johnson, S. Middlebrooks, B. Cassell, T. Brooks

Select Dog
CH SONBAR’S DETERMINED TALKER AT JAIYE
Y. Ricroft, S. Wuornos, K. Winger

Select Bitch
GCH LAUREL ASWAN ABI CAPT MORGAN JC
M. Ross, A. Jahnke

Winners Dog
POSSUM CREEKS CAPTAIN MARVEL WITH BRIDEN
C. Kirk, D. Vertrees.  Agent S. Wuornos

Reserve Winners Dog
ANKHU ACROSS THE UNIVERSE
W. C. Bunyard, C. Jones

Reserve Winners Bitch
RAFIKIS SILENT NIGHT AT CQUEST JOKUBA
M. Gahgan

JUNE 14, 2015

SWEEPSTAKES 
JUDGE: MS. SUE ELLEN LYNCH
Total Entry: 9
Puppies: 2 dogs, 4 Bitches
Veterans: 3 dogs, 0 bitches

Best Puppy in Sweepstakes
LAUREL FRANKLY SPEAKING LET ME BE FRANK 
L. Hesse, K. Coleman

Best Opposite Sex to Best Puppy in Sweepstakes
LAUREL FRANKLY SPEAKING I’M ON MY WAY ELSEWHERE
C. Jones, M. Jones, L. Hesse

Best Veteran  in Sweepstakes
GCH DC JERLIN’S OUR ZURI PUPIN, MC LCX
T. Colbert, R. Robinette

CONFORMATION
JUDGE: MR. ROBERT R. FROST

Total Entry: 29
Regular Classes: 8 dogs (4 points), 12 Bitches (5 points)
Veteran Classes: 1 dog, 0 bitches
Best of Breed: 4 dogs, 4 bitches

Best of Breed
GCH ELDORADO N AKUABA DREAM LOVER (Dog)
D. DeFlorio, K. Cabral

Best of Winners & Winners Bitch
KALEONAHE’S ENCHANTED
K. Cabral, S. Strobel

Best of Opposite Sex
LAUREL FRIM FRAM ONLY A COCKEYED OPTIMIST (Bitch)
L. Hesse

Select Dog
CH SONBAR’S DETERMINED TALKER AT JAIYE
Y. Ricroft, S. Wuornos, K. Winger

Select Bitch
GCH I AM MARY FULA GRACE
D. Baughan

Winners Dog
MEISTERHAUS JADAKA GOT IT `N FLAUNTING IT
J. Kahl, T. Brooks

Reserve Winners Dog
RAFIKIS SNOW WONDER
M. Gahgan, R. Lounsbury

Reserve Winners Bitch
TAJI’S ASIAN FLOWER POWER AT BLUENOTE
H. Hamilton, K. Campbell

Specialty Results & 
the BCOA Yearbook
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Select Dog 
CH ANKHU SOME KIND OF WONDERFUL
C. Jones, M. Jones

Select Bitch 
CH LAUREL S'SIMPLY SHOCKING SABRINA
L. Hesse

Award of Merit
CH LAUREL ASWAN DOING IT MY WAY (Dog)
L. Fraembs

Award of Merit 
CH POSSUM CREEKS SANGBANI (Bitch)
C. Kirk, D. Vertrees

Award of Merit & Winners Dog
LAUREL FRIMFRAM SOARING GRIFFIN (Dog)
J.Marrone, L. Hesse

Reserve Winners Dog 
RAFIKIS SNOW WONDER 
M. Gahgan, R. Lounsbury

Reserve Winners Bitch 
FADED ROSE MYSTIQUE OF WOZ 
C. Wozniak  

Best Bred By Exhibitor 
MEISTERHAUS VICTORY COCO CHANEL (Bitch)
T. Brooks, T. Huff 

Best Owner Handled 
GCH ELDORADO N AKUABA DREAM LOVER (Dog)
D. DeFlorio, K. Cabral  

Stud Dog
CH LAUREL ASWAN DOING IT MY WAY 
L. Fraembs

CONFORMATION
JUDGE: KATIE CAMPBELL

Total Entry: 43

Regular Classes: 11 dogs (5 pts), 17 Bitches (5 pts)

Veteran Classes: 3 dogs, 2 bitches

Best of Breed:  5 dogs, 3 bitches

Stud Dogs: 2

Best of Breed
CH SIGNET MEISTERHAUS GOSSIP GIRL (Bitch)
E. Johnson, S. Middlebrooks, B. Cassell, T. Brooks

Best of Winners & Winners Bitch
MEISTERHAUS VICTORY COCO CHANEL
T. Brooks, T. Huff 

Best of Opposite Sex 
GCH ELDORADO N AKUABA DREAM LOVER (Dog)
D. DeFlorio, K. Cabral  

SWEEPSTAKES
JUDGE: SUSAN JOYNER

Total Entry: 19

Puppies: 5 dogs, 9 Bitches

Veterans: 3 dogs, 2 bitches

Best Puppy in Sweeps 
BRIDENS INCREDIBLE HULK OF POSSUM 
C. Kirk,D. Vertrees

Best Opposite Sex Puppy in Sweeps 
LAUREL FRANKLY SPEAKING I'M ON MY WAY ELSEWHERE    
C. Jones, M. Jones, L. Hesse

Best Veteran in Sweeps
GCH DC JERLIN'S OUR ZURI PUPIN MC LCX
T. Colbert

Best Opposite Sex Veteran in Sweeps
GCH SONBAR'S TABLE TALK 
S. Wuornos, K. Wuornos Winger

Basenji Club of Southeastern Wisconsin 
2015 Specialty Results
JUNE 24, 2015, IXONIA, WI

Best Puppy in Sweeps Best Opposite Sex Puppy in Sweeps Best Veteran in Sweeps Stud Dog

Select Bitch Award of Merit

Best of Opposite Sex Best of Winners & Winners Bitch

Select Dog Winners Dog & Award of Merit

P H OTO S  T H I S  S P R E A D :  T H O M A S  P H OTO G R A P H Y,  WAU K E S H A ,  W I
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Evergreen Basenji Club

FUTURITY/MATURITY 
JUDGE: FAYE STRAUSS
Total Entry: 9
Futurity: 7 dogs, 10  Bitches
Maturity: 2 dogs, 2 bitches

Best in Futurity
TAILWIND'S DIAMOND SOLITAIRE
J. Leicht

Reserve Best in Futurity
TAJI'S EXTREMELY CHARMING WEATHERMAN
L. Lynch, K. Campbell

Best in Maturity
CH PROUDLAAN UP IN ARMS
L. Pond, J. Bayley

Reserve Best in Maturity
CH PROUDLAAN GET UP! STAND UP!
L. Pond, W. Pond

Best of Breed
GCH SIGNET MEISTERHAUS GOSSIP GIRL (Bitch)
E. Johnson, S. Middlebrooks, B. Cassell, T. Brooks

Best of Winners & Winners Dog
FOPAW’S SAORSA BODEGA BAY REDUX
L. Pintar, S. Pintar, T. Leimback, K. Leimback

Best of Opposite Sex
GCH DLUCKS SVENGALI ZINDIKA’S OVERNIGHT SENSATION (Dog)
N. Scherwin

Select Dog
CH PROUDLAAN UP IN ARMS
L. Pond, J. Bayley

Select Bitch
NELSONS FRIENDSHIP OF MAGNIFICENT 7 IN FLIGHT
L. Nelson, D. Nelson

Award of Merit
GCH PLATINUM’S FEAR IS NOT A FACTOR RN JC (Dog)
MK Quinnett, L. Quinnett

Award of Merit & NOHS Best of Breed
CH KHANI’S PITCH PERFECT (Bitch)
K. Britton, E. Britton, D. Britton, Z. Patton

Winners Bitch
NO KA OI’S PONO PRIDE HAUNANI
R. Webb

Reserve Winners Dog
ARUBMEC’S FAIR PLAY
J. Sealy, P. Cembura

Reserve Winners Bitch
KHANI’S TEAZER RUNAWAY BABY
K. Britton, J. Gaidos, A. Halemanu

Best Junior Handler
Amiah Nelson

Best of Breed
GCH ARUBMEC'S TAKE A CHANCE ON ME (Dog)
P. Cembura, K. Collins

Best of Winners & Winners Dog & Best Bred By Exhibitor
ARUBMEC'S FAIR PLAY
J. Sealy, P. Cembura

Best of Opposite Sex 
DC TAJI'S ALSTER EGO FROM HODARI MC LCX (FCh Bitch)
ME Chaffi  n, K. Campbell

Select Dog
GCH PLATINUM'S FEAR IS NOT A FACTOR RN JC
MK Quinnett, L. Quinnett

Select Bitch
CH PLATINUM'S SCARLET STARLET
MK Quinnett

Award of Merit
GCH DLUCKS SVENGALI ZINDIKA’S OVERNIGHT SENSATION (Dog)
N. Scherwin

Winners Bitch & Award of Merit
ARUBMEC'S TOP MODEL
P. Cembura

Reserve Winners Dog
JUMOKE'S RICHARD RIDER AT CHI-TIG
B. Gooderl, D. Woolf

Reserve Winners Bitch
NELSONS FAITH OF MAGNIFICENT 7 IN FLIGHT
D. Nelson, L. Nelson, A. Nelson

 NOHS Best of Breed
CH PROUDLAAN UP IN ARMS (Dog)
J. Bayley, L. Pond 

Stud Dog
CH PROUDLAAN UP IN ARMS
L. Pond, J. Bayley

Brood Bitch
GCH JUMOKE'S TRIFECTA RN
B. Gregory, L. Gregory

Best Junior Handler
Amiah Nelson

The Sheila Smith Award: Breeder/owner/handler of the 
Best of Breed winner 
PAT CEMBURA with GCH ARUBMEC'S TAKE A CHANCE ON ME

The Peggie Murphie Award: Oldest Participating Veteran 
CH SAORSA BRENNA OF EIRE 
12/19/1997 - 08/21/2015. Rest in Peace, sweet Brenna.
A. Stone

The Melody Russell Award: Best Bred By Exhibitor
ARUBMEC'S FAIR PLAY
J. Sealy, P. Cembura

Norm and Mae Wallace Award: Breeder of the Best in Futurity
JULIE LEICHT with TAILWIND'S DIAMOND SOLITAIRE

The Don Murphie Award: Best in Maturity
CH PROUDLAAN UP IN ARMS
L. Pond, J. Bayley

Friday, July 31, 2015

CONFORMATION
JUDGE: OLGA EVELYN
Total Entry: 89
Regular Classes: 27 dogs (5 points), 26 Bitches (5 points)
Veteran Classes: 3 dogs, 6 bitches
Field Champion Classes: 3 dogs, 1 bitch
Best of Breed: 6 dogs, 13 bitches
Multi-Dog Classes: 1 stud dog, 2 brood bitch, 1 brace

2015 Specialty Results
July 31 & August 1, 2015 ~ Auburn, WA

Saturday, August 1, 2015

CONFORMATION
JUDGE: ERIC R. WHITE
Total Entry: 75
Regular Classes: 22 dogs (5 points), 23 Bitches (5 points)
Veteran Classes: 2 dogs, 4 bitches
Field Champion Classes: 2 dogs, 1 bitch
Best of Breed: 6 dogs, 15 bitches

Best of 
Opposite Sex

Best of Breed

Best of Winners & Winners Dog

Best of Breed

Best Junior Handler (both days)Oldest Veteran
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Winners Bitch

Best of Opposite Sex

Best of Winners & Winners Dog Winners Bitch & Award of Merit

Best in Futurity Best in Maturity

MEMORIAL AWARDS



ASSETS  
 Current Assets 
  Checking/Savings 
   Chase Bank-Checking 18,553.31
   Chase Bank-Savings 
    National Specialty AGILITY 1,002.36
    African Stock Project 1,775.17
    Archive Maintenance 111.92
    Contingency Fund 51,920.96
    Public Education Program 464.94
    National Specialty Reserve 586.16
    Rescue Fund 7,950.99
   Total Chase Bank-Savings 63,812.50

  Total Checking/Savings 82,365.81 

 OTHER CURRENT ASSETS 

   Petty Cash - Bulletin Board -0.13
   PayPal Account 23.73
  Total Other Current Assets 23.60
 Total Current Assets 82,389.41

 FIXED ASSETS 
  Equipment 
   Club Projector 472.49
  Total Equipment 472.49
 Total Fixed Assets 472.49
 Other Assets 
  National Specialty Advance 
   National Specialty Advance-2017 500.00
   National Specialty Advance-2016 1,500.00
   National Specialty Advance-2015 350.00
  Total National Specialty Advance 2,350.00
 Total Other Assets 2,350.00
TOTAL ASSETS 85,211.90

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
 Equity 
  Opening Bal Equity 22,259.76
  Retained Earnings 56,534.89
  Net Income 6,417.25
 Total Equity 85,211.90
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 85,211.90

     

INCOME 

 MEMBERSHIP (INCOME) 
  Complaint Filing Fee 0.00
  Affi  liated Club Dues 425.00
  Membership Dues 11,509.00
  Membership Application Fee/Dues 0
  Membership (Income) - Other  110.00 
 Total Membership (Income) 12,044.00

 PUBLICATIONS (INCOME) 
  Illustrated Standard 10.00
  Bulletin Income 
   BCOA Bulletin Ads 990.00
   BCOA Bulletin Ads - Web 175.00
   BCOA Bulletin Subscriptions 55.00
  Total Bulletin Income 1,220.00
  Roster Income  
   Roster Advertising 875.00  
   Roster Income - Other 55.00
  Total Roster Income 930.00
 Total Publications (Income) 2,160.00

 MISCELLANEOUS INCOME
  Breeders’ Webpage Income 2,120.00
 Total Miscellaneous Income 2,120.00
TOTAL INCOME 16,324.00

GROSS PROFIT 16.324.00

EXPENSE 

 REGIONAL EVENTS - NOT NATIONALS 376.84 

 COMMITTEES 
  Sunshine 8.44
  Education  
   Public Education  
    Meet The Breeds 1,031.90
   Total Public Education 1.031.90
  Total Education 1,031.90
 Total Committees 1,040.34

 CONFERENCES 
  ASFA Delegate 515.20

 Total Conferences 515.20

 DUES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 
  ASFA Annual Dues 60.00
 Total Dues and Subscriptions 60.00

 INSURANCE 
  D&O Liability Insurance 262.50
  Surety/Fidelity Bond 238.00

 Total Insurance 500.50 

MEMBERSHIP (EXPENSE) -10.00

 MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE 

  Breeders’ Web Page Expense 25.00
  Miscellaneous Expense - Other 18.03
 Total Miscellaneous Expense 43.03
 PayPal Fees 384.92
 Postage and Delivery 105.95

 PUBLICATIONS (EXPENSE) 
  Roster Expense 
   Roster Postage 326.02
   Roster Printing 1,448.28
   Roster Expenses 22.38
  Total Roster Expense 1796.68
  Bulletin Board Expense 
   Bulletin Board Postage 479.36
  Total Bulletin Board Expense 234.47
  Bulletin Expense 
   Bulletin Misc Exp 411.64
   BCOA Bulletin Print 2,964.94
   BCOA Bulletin Postage 559.60
  Total Bulletin Expense 3,936.18
 Total Publications (Expense) 6,212.22

TOTAL EXPENSE 9,906.75
Net Ordinary Income 6,417.25

NET INCOME 6,417.25

ASSETS  
 Current Assets 
  Checking/Savings 
   CHASE - Checking 10,475.48
   CHASE - Savings 
    Contingency Fund 101,179.90
    Midge Greenlee Education Series 23,889.46
    CHASE - Savings - Other 20.14
   Total CHASE - Savings 125,089.50
  Total Checking/Savings 135,564.98
 Total Current Assets 135,564.98
TOTAL ASSETS 135,564.98

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
 Equity  
  Opening Bal Equity 150,615.81
  Unrestrict (retained earnings) -14,576.83
  Net Income -474.00
 Total Equity 135,564.98
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 135,564.98

ORINARY INCOME/EXPENSE 

Expense 
  Grant & contract expense 
   Basenji Health Education 315.00 
  Total Grant & contract expense 315.00

  Miscellaneous Expense 

Insurance 159.00 

  Total Miscellaneous Expense 159.00
 Total Expense 474.00 

TOTAL EXPENSE 474.00
Net Ordinary Income -474.00

NET INCOME 474.00

Profi t & Loss: Jan 1 - Jun, 2015

visit us online at www.basenji.org60 BCOA Bulletin  (JUL/AUG/SEP 2015)

BCOA FINANCIALS 
Balance Sheet: Jan 1 - Jun 30, 2015 Profi t & Loss Ordinary Income/Expense: Jan 1 - Jun, 2015

BASENJI HEALTH ENDOWMENT FINANCIALS
Balance Sheet: Jan 1 - Jun 30, 2015

Donate today! 

Search for “basenji” at 
 NetworkforGood.org
 MissionFish.org

Future Basenjis thank you!
Visit the online BHE pages at 
Basenji.org for more information

MOVING? 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE 

IF YOU MOVE, please notify the BCOA Treasurer of your new address. 

Unless specifi cally requested, the USPS will not forward periodicals, such 

as the Bulletin, to your new address. Send all address changes to the 

Editor. It is suggested to send address changes also to the Bulletin Board 

Newsletter Editor, the Secretary & Treasurer to ensure the Club knows 

where you are in case of a move.

 To avoid missing your magazines, you must inform the Club of your 

address change. If we do not receive a Change of Address notice, the cost 

of a replacement issue is $9.00.

 The USPS charges $ .75 for each incorrect mailing address, returns only 

the cover with a label affi  xed showing the new address, and destroys the 

remainder of the magazine. However, in the course of any mailing, if the 

USPS damages your magazine beyond use, you may receive a replace-

ment copy at no charge.

PUBLICATION POLICY

ARTICLES & OTHER MATERIAL

BCOA members are encouraged to send to the Editor anything they feel 

will be of interest. All materials, whether used or not, will be treated with 

consideration. Articles, letters or advertisements attacking or slandering 

individuals or organizations can easily be misconstrued as offi  cial Club 

Policy and are therefore not appropriate for printing. The Editor has the 

right to refuse to print or reasonably edit any article.

COPY DEADLINES

January 25  1st Quarter issue : Jan/Feb/March

April 25   2nd Quarter issue : April/May/June

July 25   3rd Quarter issue : July/Aug/Sept

October 25  4th Quarter issue : Oct/Nov/Dec

AD DEADLINES

January 1  1st Quarter issue : Jan/Feb/March

April 1   2nd Quarter issue : April/May/June

July 1   3rd Quarter issue : July/Aug/Sept

October 1   4th Quarter issue : Oct/Nov/Dec

Rates Members Commercial
(All Rates include up to four photos per page) Color B/W Ads

Front Cover $225 N/A N/A
Inside Front Cover $140 N/A N/A
Inside Back Cover $140 N/A N/A
Back Cover $175 N/A N/A
Full Page $110 $90 $140
Center Spread (2 facing pages) $125/pg N/A N/A
Half Page $65 $40 $70
Quarter Page $35 N/A $60
Affi  liated Club Specialty Free* N/A N/A
2 page spread, win photos & text $75* N/A N/A
National Specialty Results Free* N/A N/A

*With submission of marked tabular electronic fi le (XLSX preferred)

Submission of advertising layouts before the appropriate deadline is the responsibility of 
the advertiser. If the BULLETIN is providing design and layout services, there is a limit of 
four photos per page unless otherwise negotiated. All fees must accompany submissions 
or paid online at the BCOA website. The costs may fl uctuate due to an advertiser’s request 
or suitability of material submitted. If an initial payment is insuffi  cient to cover the fi nal 
cost, you are responsible for and expected to pay any additional balance due. Additional 
funds required are due upon notifi cation of such by the BULLETIN. Please consult the fee 
list to determine fi nal cost, or contact the BULLETIN prior to publication if there is any 
question concerning payment for display or commercial advertising. The BULLETIN is 
required to have a commitment from all advertisers, insuring that they know they are re-
sponsible for payment of the full cost of their ads as published, based on the prices stated 
in the BULLETIN, when ads are prearranged before any actual work on the ad commences.

All funds to be paid in U.S. currency, please. Make checks payable to BCOA. All copy and 
photos should be sent to the Editor, along with any necessary payment and return post-
age arrangements. Slides and color photocopies cannot be used. Electronic fi les may be 
sent via internet. Digital images must be 300 dpi and in high quality .jpg or .tif format. 
Identify all people and animals in your photo. Send a rough idea of your desired layout 
and mark all photographs with name and return address. Photographs may be enlarged, 
reduced or cropped within reason; please specify preferences. Camera-ready ads must 
be approved by the Editor. All photographs will be returned. Reservations for placements 
can be made by contacting:
EDITOR
Mary Ellen Chaffi  n 
bcoabulletin@gmail.com

USE OF MATERIAL

Written material in this newsletter may be reprinted for

nonprofi t use provided credit is given to the author and the

BCOA Bulletin; however, articles, photographs,

cartoons and original artwork bearing the copyright symbol

(©) may only be reprinted with author/photographer/artist’s

written permission.

SUBMIT TING IMAGES FOR PRINT

IMAGE  SPECIFICATIONS

Send the original image purchased without any modifi cations or resizing. 

The image degrades each time it is re-saved as a jpg.  Include the photog-

rapher’s name—they must be credited. If you  are sending an image that 

you took consult the chart below. Note that while image sizes vary, pixel 

sizes remain constant (the *.jpg fi le size is set at maximum quality).

Resolution Image size File size JPG Pixel size

Full Page

72 ppi 36.5 x 46.9 in 33.8Mb 8.8Mb 2625 x 3375

300 ppi 8.75 x 11.25 in 33.8Mb 8.8Mb 2625 x 3375

Half Page Vertical

72 ppi 18.25 x 46.875 in 16.9Mb 4.5Mb 1313 x 3375

300 ppi 4.377 x 11.25 in 16.9Mb 4.5Mb 1313 x 3375



Janet Ketz, Secretary

 West River Road

Wilmington, IL 

SPECIALTY CHAIR
Lisa Auerbach

JUDGES
Michael Work, Regular Classes 
Julie Jones, Sweepstakes

HOST HOTEL AND SHOW SITE
Eisenhower Hotel and Conference Center
2634 Emmitsburg Rd, Gettysburg, PA 17325

ONLINE INFORMATION
www.facebook.com/bcoa2015 
www.basenji.org/2015October 26 - November 1,  2015


