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Body. The body should be short and the back level. The ribs well sprung, with plenty of
heart room, deep brisket, short-coupled and ending in a definite waist.

First of all, we emphasize that the Basenji should measure square.
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Dogs with long backs or long bodies or....
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...short legs, all of which create a rectangular proportion, are not typical of the breed.
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The Basenji should have a level back. Dogs that are naturally high in the rear are often
made to appear to have a level topline by stacking the hind legs far out behind them.
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Toplines should not roach or dip. This specimen has forequarters set too far forward with
a short, vertical upper arm. It also lacks depth of brisket, and is too long in the loin.
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Hindquarters. Should be strong and muscular, with hocks well let down, turned neither
in nor out, with long second thighs.

The key to appreciation of correct Basenji hindquarters is the requirement, not expressed
in the standard, for moderate angulation.
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Over-angulated hindquarters over power the front, resulting in crabbing, pounding or
other examples of movement imbalance.
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Maximum propulsion without increasing angulation is achieved by ensuring that the rear
portion of the pelvis is long to provide ample attachment for muscles that extend downward
and draw the hind leg rearward.
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This creates the appearance of a shelf behind the tail, a characteristic that has,
unfortunately, become less common. The hocks should be well let down for endurance.
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Beware of long hocks and short second thighs.
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Viewed from behind, the column of bones from hip to pad should be straight. The hocks
should turn neither in nor out.
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Moving, the hind legs track directly behind those of the front, converging gradually
toward the center of gravity as speed increases. Single tracking is not uncommon at high
speed.
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Tail. Should be set on top and curled tightly over to either side.

In the minds of many people, the most important aspect is that the tail be curled tightly,
preferably twice. The curl itself is a superficial virtue, with a double curl being a western
improvement.
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More important than the degree of curl is the position where the root joins the body.
The tail should sit high on the topline. The tail should be judged first in its relationship to
the structure of the croup, and then as a separate feature. The tail should curl tightly to one
side of the rump.
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	Slide Number 1
	Purpose of the Basenji  Slide Show
	     A standard is a description of the ideal dog of each breed, intended to serve as a word pattern by which dogs are judged at shows.  This is a visual presentation of the Basenji Standard (1954).  Roughly it follows the same sequence as the published standard.  The text in white comments on the standard and the pictures you see.  The text in gold color is the actual text of the Basenji Standard.
	    The Basenji must be placed among the most ancient breeds, for it is found among the earliest records of mankind, including Saharan Neolithic cave pictographs from as early as 5000 BC according to Forrest Johnson.
	     A handsome Egyptian statue of a Basenji with its characteristic hunting bell from 1600 BC is now found in the Louvre Museum in Paris.  Since the Basenji breed was fully developed at the time of the Pharaohs, it could have had its origins much earlier.
	     However, the first living Basenjis were encountered by Europeans in central Africa in the 1870s among the Pygmy people of the Ituri Forest.  No one knows where or how these people came by their first Basenjis, but they are among the most ancient races on the continent where man first emerged as Homo Sapiens.
	         What role did Basenjis play in village life?
	         Basenjis were used as hunting dogs, often driving game into the hunter’s net.
	         Since they did not bark, bells were tied to their necks or around their waists to frighten game.
	         Good hunting dogs were apparently greatly valued, but were not pampered as pets.  Only the most successful and resourceful survived to produce offspring.
	         Eventually, Basenjis were discovered in three widely separated regions of Africa: in the southern Sudan, the Congo and in Liberia.
	         What is the Basenji’s personality like?
	         It is alert and careful with strangers...
	         …open and calm with friends, loving and solicitous with children.  When meeting strangers.  Basenjis prefer to make the first overtures and should not be approached from behind.
	         Although not high strung, the Basenji is an alert, active, curious dog.  
	     Judges should not expect it to stand motionless for long periods.��     What other traits are unique to Basenjis?�     Many of the things that make Basenjis unique are not visible to the judge.
	         These include the charming yodel of a happy Basenji and the almost total lack of a bark.  Research has shown that Basenjis have vocal apparatus that is quite different form other dogs and that they also lack the disposition to bark readily.
	         Basenjis are such an ancient breed that their line may have split off from the mainstream of canine domestication before barking behavior became genetically fixed.
	         Another ancient characteristic shared with wild canids is the general tendency for once-a-year heat cycles of most  Basenji bitches, an autumn phenomenon in the northern hemisphere.
	     Is the Basenji a sighthound or a scenthound?��     Well, both really?
	      Basenjis are considered sighthounds and several have won “Best in Field” …
	         …in open competition with all sighthound breeds.
	      Basenjis are also scenthounds and several have earned tracking degrees and shown considerable aptitude in gundog field trials.  They are an ancient all-purpose breed and earned their dinner any way they could.   Today there are individual Basenjis…
	     …who have won titles in the obedience ring….
	     …the show ring, and….
	     …the lure coursing field.
	     How is the Basenji described in the breed standard?  The standard will be gold  color and the commentary will be in white.
	     The statement referring to a gait “…resembling a racehorse trotting full out” raised a lively discussion for years.  In good Basenji gait the stride should be long, reaching , and ground covering.  It appears effortless and can be maintained for great distances.  Effortless grace is a better indication of good movement than high speed in the trotting Basenji.
	     There should be no bounce to the shoulders, and the topline should remain level.  Dogs should not appear to trot downhill.
	     In the Basenji, the reach should be efficient with good shoulder rotation and elbow exten-  sion.   Excessive action, or high or hackney action is inefficient and fatiguing.    �������
	     General Appearance.  The Basenji is a small, lightly built dog, giving the impression of being high on the leg compared to its length.  The wrinkled forehead must be proudly carried, and the whole demeanor should be one of poise and alertness.
	     The Basenji combines strength and elegance with graceful lines and aristocratic bearing.  Gazelle-like grace is the hallmark of the Basenji.  The dog is lightly built…
	     …but not weedy.
	     The deep brisket carries back to a definite waist.
	     Coarseness of body is to be avoided, as is excessive size.  Heavy bone is a fault.
	     The impression of a dog high on the leg compared to its length cannot be over-emphasized.  A dog with ample length of upper arm can have good depth of brisket and still appear high on the leg.  The brisket should come to the elbow.
	     The Basenji’s proportions should be truly square with the height from the top of the shoulders to the ground being equal to the distance from the front of the chest to the end of the hindquarters.  Long-bodied or short-legged dogs are not desirable, nor are dogs that appear high behind.
	     The wrinkled head and tightly curled tail set the Basenji breed apart.  The prick ears contribute to the alert appearance.
	     Head and Skull.  The skull is flat, well chiseled, and of medium width, tapering toward the eyes.  The foreface should taper from eye to muzzle and should be shorter than the skull.  Muzzle, neither coarse nor snipy, but with rounded cushions.  Wrinkles should appear upon the forehead, and be fine and profuse.  Side wrinkles are desirable, but should never be exaggerated into dewlap.
	     The small, forward inclined prick ears…
	     …the profuse wrinkles, and the obliquely set eyes combine to create an attractive and distinctive head.  Wrinkles appear when the ears are erect and pricked forward.
	     This is the head of a typical female.  A female should look feminine…
	     …and a male should look masculine.  Functionally, the structure is the same for both.
	     The smooth transition of the skull into the muzzle can best be illustrated from above.  The head is seen as all one piece—the sides of the skull narrowing slightly toward the eyes, the foreface tapering toward the shorter muzzle, the muzzle neither coarse nor snipy.
	     The well developed arch over the eyes, the brow, gives character to the head by influencing width and placement of the eye, and the shape of the muscles that attach to the jaw.
	     Facial contours are subtle but discernible.
	     In profile, the muzzle continues in a line parallel to the that of the skull.  A domed or peaked skull or a coarse skull or muzzle are faults.  Length relationship of muzzle to skull is critical.  The distance from the back of the head to the stop is greater than that from the slight stop to the tip of the nose.
	     Nose.  Black greatly desired.  A pinkish tinge should not penalize an otherwise first class specimen, but it should be discouraged in breed.
	     Eyes.  Dark hazel, almond shaped, obliquely set and far-seeing.
	     Ears.  Small, pointed, and erect, of fine texture, set well forward on the top of the head.
	     The tip of the ear should be nearer the center of the skull than the outside base.  In addition, the ears are slightly hooded in that the tips are directed more forward than the base.  The orifice is to the front, cupped rather than opened flat.  It is the high set of the ears and the pricking forward when alerted that produces the wrinkle and quizzical expression so typical of the Basenji. Large ears are not desirable, and low set ears are a fault.
	     Mouth. Teeth must be level with scissors bite.
	     Neck.  Of good length, well crested and slightly full at base of throat.  It should be well set into flat, laid back shoulders.
	     The neck of good length provides length to the muscle that extends from the head to the upper arm.  It also ensures maximum range of shoulder blade action, and promotes free forward movement of the forelimbs.
	     The length of neck is increased by a blending into laid back shoulders.  A good length of neck, well crested, allows the dog more mobility and balance as well as enhancing the aristocratic appearance.  The throat is clean without loose skin and the base of the neck is slightly full when it blends into the body.
	     Note in this slide how a white collar can give the impression of a longer neck.
	     Ewe necks and necks that meet the withers abruptly without a smooth transition are undesirable.
	     Forequarters.  The chest should be deep and of medium width.  The legs straight with clean fine bone, long forearm and well defined sinews.  Pasterns should be of good length.  Straight and flexible.
	     A shoulder angle of about 30 degrees from the vertical must be considered well laid back.
	     The upper arm should be long, and about the same length as the shoulder blade, and the elbow should be set approximately under the tip of the shoulder blade as shown in this slide.
	     By contrast, this bitch has shoulders and upper arms that are too upright resulting in poor angulation.
	     Pasterns should not be weak or sloping, nor rigidly upright or knuckles over.  The dog on the upper right has correct pasterns.
	     Feet.  Small narrow and compact, well arched toes.
	     An oval rather than a cat foot is required.
	     Flat or splayed feet should be penalized.  The Basenji is a hound, and thin, open feet are subject to recurrent lameness.
	     Chest.  The chest should be deep and of medium width.
	     Proper chest development contributes to proper movement.
	     The dog on the left is too wide and the dog on the right is too narrow in front.
	     In this slide, the dog has an inadequate chest depth and is shelly.
	     Body.  The body should be short and the back level.  The ribs well sprung, with plenty of heart room, deep  brisket, short-coupled and ending in a definite waist.
	     Dogs with long backs or long bodies or….
	     …short legs, all of which create a rectangular proportion, are not typical of the breed.
	     The Basenji should have a level back.  Dogs that are naturally high in the rear are often made to appear to have a level topline by stacking the hind legs far out behind them.
	     Toplines should not roach or dip.  This specimen has forequarters set too far forward with a short, vertical upper arm.  It also lacks depth of brisket, and is too long in the loin.
	     Hindquarters.  Should be strong and muscular, with hocks well let down, turned neither in nor out, with long second thighs.
	     Over-angulated hindquarters over power the front, resulting in crabbing, pounding or other examples of movement imbalance.
	     Maximum propulsion without increasing angulation is achieved by ensuring that the rear portion of the pelvis is long to provide ample attachment for muscles that extend downward and draw the hind leg rearward.
	     This creates the appearance of a shelf behind the tail, a characteristic that has, unfortunately, become less common.  The hocks should be well let down for endurance.
	     Beware of long hocks and short second thighs.
	     Viewed from behind, the column of bones from hip to pad should be straight.  The hocks should turn neither in nor out.
	     Moving, the hind legs track directly behind those of the front, converging gradually toward the center of gravity as speed increases.  Single tracking is not uncommon at high speed.
	     Tail.  Should be set on top and curled tightly over to either side.
	     More important than the degree of curl is the position where the root joins the body.  The tail should sit high on the topline.  The tail should be judged first in its relationship to the structure of the croup, and then as a separate feature.  The tail should curl tightly to one side of the rump.
	     Coat.  Short and silky, skin very pliant
	     Coarse skin cannot produce the fine profuse wrinkles characteristic of the breed.  Skin lacking in strength tears easily while the dog is working in heavy cover.
	     Color:  Chestnut red (the deeper the better), or pure black, or black and tan, all with white feet, chest, and tail tip.  White legs, white blaze and white collar optional.
	     Entirely white feet are most desirable.  The feet illustrated are not as desirable.
	     Areas of clear white are preferred.
	     However, pigmented spots of skin may be seen when a dog has a very thin coat.
	     The red color should be bright and rich, sometimes with an orange cast, sometimes ranging more toward chestnut.  Areas of clear white or clear color are greatly desired.  The standard does not call for ticking or mixing of coat colors.  
	However, a few black hairs on t he back of the ears or  the inside of the tail curl indicate that the dog probably carries the genetic factor to produce tri-color offspring. 
	     Black hair developing a mask on the faces of the reds or the red portions of the faces of the tri-colors are not typical of the breed.
	     On blacks the color is a pure, glossy, jet black with distinct demarcation between black and white.  White or red hairs intermixed with the black creating a grizzled effect is not pleasing.
	     The judge must look more closely to evaluate forehead wrinkle on a black and white or tri-colored Basenji.
	     The coat of the tri-color is as glossy and dark as the black and white, with the addition of tan.  From the standpoint of most breeders, tan markings are desired above the eyes (pips), on the muzzle, cheeks, inside the ears, legs, back of thighs, breeching, vent, underside of the tail, and the lower outside portion of the legs between the white and black.
	     The hair itself is silky but often somewhat stiff.  This hard surface collects little dirt.
	     Weight.  Bitches 22 pounds approximately.  Dogs 24 pounds approximately.
	     Size.  Bitches 16 inches and dogs 17 inches from the ground to the top of the shoulders.  Bitches 16 inches and dogs 17 inches from the front of the chest to the farthest point of the hindquarters.
	     When the first Basenjis were brought from Africa, their offspring, benefitting from better diet and care, grew larger than their parents.  The height requirement in the original English standard was then raised by one inch as in the American standard.  Over the years there has been a tendency for Basenjis to become even larger.  Today dogs two inches over the standard are frequently seen in the ring.  Correct-sized dogs and bitches are even passed over as being too small.  The standard has no disqualification for size, but the optimum heights are those stated.
	FAULTS. Coarse skull or muzzle. Domed or peaked skull. Dewlap. Round eyes. Low-set ears. Overshot or undershot mouths. Wide chest. Wide behind. Heavy bone. Creams, sables or off-colours, other than those defined above, should be heavily penalized.
	     The Basenji is a multi-purpose dog which has survived thousands of years of intense natural selection because of its intelligence and adaptability.
	     It is balanced and light footed…
	     …yet strong and enduring.
	     It is elegant yet substantial.
	     Ever proud and alert…
	     …it is a dog that can look its master in the eye…
	     …a dog that can bring  pride to breeder, owner and judge alike.  Older than a museum relic, the Basenji is the personification of natural beauty.
	This presentation is intended as an aid for owners, breeders, exhibitors, and in particular, judges of Basenjis.  It is no way constitutes a change in the official standard of the Basenji as adopted by the Basenji Club of America in 1954.
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